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Nobili,& modis omnibus generoſiC. 


{imo Domingo, domino EDMyND.,o : 


B a c o x Equiti aurato,hujus vitz foe- 
ltcttatem, & futurx gloriam- 


Voties mecum cogito (W ſ&- 
pe cogito Vir imſronſsime?) 
qua mente &* quo ſiudio-m 
\ Republica -oerſarss, totes 
7 || Deo optimo-maximo Jummas 
| | habeo gratis, te ad. excel- 
E——— entice culmen evehi,.quopro 
authoritate poſsis,, + pro pietate cups, parcere 
bouts, e* animadyertere in malos. \'Tempora 
noſtra (4lluſtriſsime Vir) periculoſiſsima. funt, 
M1. ampie tarts, genera exundantia :' quid 1gitur 
magisneceſſariwn, quamcoireuti. omni modyiM- 
dulzere, G7 vitia debellare ? banc tibi perfonam 
Deus 1mpoſuit, 'Tihi ures, Iegnanims commiſſa 
eſt innggences protegere, C7: nocentes. profligare. 
Sed hhorſum bec ? quia.(generoſi/sime Mece- 
NO 


3 nas) 


Epiſtola Dedicatoria, 


1s) facile videamus, & tu procul dubio pro fin- 
gulari prudentia tua, conus omnium maxime 
animadvertis, tam projeftam eſſe quorundam 
ad quidvis audaciam, quod impunitate &> leni- 
taxe armantur ;. C7 non nift debita punitione c0- 
erceri poſcint : &> tam in altis imbecillimum Ye 
virtutis ſtudium, quod non niſi magna protetti- 
one C3 animatione ſe illt incumbunt, His vero 
poſits, imbecillima wp quaſi robu$ta ex in- 
vita redduntur. Sed tibi ( ſpeatiſsime Vit ) 
non multis eſt opus. uis hec in te non perſpicue 
videat ?. Tues Patronus, tu Pater, quid ni di- 
cant pit, ſt deſeris tu, perimus ? Nunc vero has 
conciones in lucem provenientes, cui potius quam 
tibi, qui nones P/ARIY VERS » ſed piadgerOr , dedica- 
rem *. vt tibi vivant, Vt ſub umbra favoris tus 
nutrite, fortiores ſunt adverſus quoſcunque ma- 
levolos. Peterea, obſervantia mea erga te non 
mediocris, hoc ame vebementer flagitaret, ft in 
iſtis degendis, ſpendorem orationis, aureumque 
tlud flumen eloquentie, rerum ſententiarumque 
divitids, quibus alitmultiluxurjant , \non inye- 
nas, » panpert as mea; me" excuſabit.. ('um" opus 
lents in autes, brafteaſque aurexs offerrent, ta- 
bernaculo domini- ſirnendo, etiam grata Deo e- 
rat pauperiom ee994c3.ypelles 'filayue tennia'dffe= 
rentium. $4 forte aliquando, quaſi a4 rdemfredi- 
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EpiſtolaDedicatoria. 
re videor, in mentem, queſo, illudSocratis re- 
vocetur, Cui placebat i war ea neon (dnt oj) 3 $1 
evniy. "Amy ſane eft ( Vir iſigni{simeYuxion 
illud. Tantum quiſq; ſcit, quantum operatur: 
Quidam ſcinnt &+- multum e5- multa, nolunt ve- 
#0. prodire: vel thmditate quadam (quod puſilli 
animi, C& otia nimium colentis, indizium eſt) vel 
ſuperbia elati alios quoſcunque ſeriptores naſa + 

ſuſpendunt, . Objiciant fortaſſenonnults jupen.. 
tutem mibi,, ideoq,. ſilentium quinquennale:po- 
tins indicerent. Datbus nihilominns refpondeo, 
in Fac tate juvenilr quinquennalem tacitarni- 
ratem effluxiſſe. Siquis inſuper ſortem meam; 

C3 locum in Eccleſia mediocrem objiciat, hunc 
omitto : nam dons Theologica qualiacung; ſunt, 
ab eſtimatione fortune,&s dignitate loci pendere 
non debent. Neceſſe babui contra eruditorim. 
cenſuras ſeviores ſcuto inſtayFabii defenſionem 

parare : Pro cateris vero qui minus literatiz hu- 


Jus ies fr um non percipiunt, nibil extra 


conciones afferre decreyt , quia cum bis non eſt 
tam agendum clypeo Fabii, quam gladio Mars 
celli : -ſcilicet errores .&+ peccata ipſis aggredi 
conctonibus potius, quam in principio longiores 
ambages contexere. Rao reliquum eſt, oro, Vir 


ampliſsime, ut hoc ot ecungue mei in te ſtudii, 
& obſervantie te/ 


imonium . £quo animo ac- 
ceptes ; 
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Epiſtola Dedicatorid. 
ceptes ;-animim q; meum tw nominis, epubli- 
ce oiilitatis ſtudiofiſsumum, pro tua: virilima: 
gis. ac. mages: canfirmes; \ Haud manſpicate-in 
mentem 'venit.' quo the excllentie bune meum 
quantulumcung; laborem, quem aſfumpſi, fiden- 
ter dedicarem, \plenifsime_ aguo/cens himme di- 
Jolicere pecatitue quicquidauChriftiange Reli- 
gionis profe tum, & Dei gloriaminlucem ventt. 
Derg; hes primitias,quates fant, tuo, Patracinio 
(clariſoume Yar) bumuliter offgroy.\teq; illas;yon 


 exillarum dignitate, ſedex dnimunreo eſtimare 


obſecro, . 3 hoc "me a: te impetraturum pro ſin- 
gulariclementia, & pietate.tua. nan-minime ſþe- 
ro: qua ſpe fretus Deum ter optimuntmaximum 
precor, te omnibus theſauris.celeſtibus magys 
magiſq; ditare ad. ſuam ipſtus gloriamy oo Rei- 
publics rotilitatem dinincolumem ſervare,: Be- 
we vale (4luſtriſ ime Vir) &- in (hriſts Ie/u ſal- 
codtore noſtro bs fruere. feliciter, 


Dignicatis tux obſervantiſsimus, | 
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HoSEA 14. 5. 


I will heale their Rebellions. 


EE — 


He worthy Prophet doth ia this 
preſent Chapter, not onely in- 
vite the people to' repentance, 
and to reyert from their wi 
waics, -but doth alſo ſhew uato 
a>) bcm the; manner how they 
Wk A ſhould performe it : Take unto 
you words,and return unto Ichova,& ſay unto him, 
Take away all iniquitie,& receive us graciouſly, and 
we will cenderuntothee the Calues of our lips, &c. 

Andto avimate and ſtrengthenthem herein, hee 
doth plainly ſhew them , thatrhistheir humiliation 
and reverſion ſhall not bee in vaine; but God will 
anſwer themin a moſt compaſsionate and comfor- 
table manner, will heale their Rebellions, 1 will love 
them freely, ec, 

The limit of my now intended diſcourſe lies 
withinthe compaſle of theſe words, /will heale their 
Rebellions. In which 1 confiderthe ſubjeR and the 
protege, the matter ſubjeQin theſe wordes,7 will 

cale; the predicate intheſe wordes,#heir fy 
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Ray 43. 22, 
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Rom. 8x 


2 Sinnes contagion, 

And firftfof the matter ſubie&: To which Teonfider 
twothings, the Petſon;, and the Aftion : . The Per- 
ſon emphatically fer forth unto us in the pronoune 
Ego, 1." The Attion in the word Heale, / will heale. 
And firſt forthe Perſon, I : In which wemay bricfly 
copineyoto things , firſt; that i is God that doth 
*heale Sinne; ſecondly; that heis ready roperform 
that Cure. Firſt, that it is God that doth heale Sinne, 
1 will heale their Rebgllions : and thattwo manner 
of waies, firſt by not imputing Sinne; ſecondly by 
quenching the flame thereof, burning and ariſing 
within us, by the force of his Ho! Spirit: Firſt by ' 
not imputing Sinne, therefore: -ith the Lord to his 

people, 7 hzve put away thy Tranſoreſcions likes 
Cloud, whd thy Sinnts as 4 Hift, thatis, inrefpectof 
iwypuration : So that torheſe there is nocondemna-» 


' tion, 'wherefore, faith David, Bleſſed 4 the man, to 


Plal, 32. 


Ren6,6, 


Epheſ, 4.24, 


whom the Lord imputeth mot Sinne. Againeghe heateth 
our finneby quenching 'theinherenr flame thereof 
by the force of hisHolySpirit: for it is the operation 
of 'Gods'Spiritto bear-downe finne,to mortific cor- 
ruption, and to renew in- us the Image of God. 
Thus wee ſee, that iis God that healeth finne; as rhe 
efficiett andprincipall Avent : Therforeto him let 
us ſecke, of him letusdefirethe pardon and remi(- 
ſion 6f our finnes, of him ler us intreat for the force 
of his Holy"Spirit, roqueneh theflame of our in- 
borne Corruption, bidding a farewell roall Romiſh 
ſuperſtirions, indulgences, ſatisfations and invo- 
cations of Saints, for onr God is aicalous God, and 
will not give his Glory toanother. &p 
Againe, as itis proper'unto God alone roheale 


Siane, ſo hee 1s moſtready to performethar Cure, 


wiuch 


or the fickneſſe of the Soule, 3 
which is: the ſecond point-to: bee confidered:/Nb 
ſooner did Ephraim ſubmit himlelfe, and intreat the 
pardon of iniquitie, but preſcnely the Lotd replies, 
1 will heals their Kebellions; plainly witneſsing that 
he is not wanting to us, if weebe nor wanting toour 
ſelves: bur if wee acknowledge our miſeric, and 
moure for our tranſgreſsion,hets moſt ready tocure 
us: Oh how frequent arc examples in this kinde ! 


When David from his motirning ſouledid cry out, 


peccavi, I have ſinned, preſently God had his Meſ- *** mt tf 


ſenger ready to ſpeake comfort to his ſoule, Thy 
Sinne is put away, Whenthat Luxurious ſonne, thar 
had prodigally ſpent his portion, did buronce cry Lube 5. 


-out, Father, I have ſinned againſt Heawveis and againſt 


thee, and am #0 more worthy tobee called thy Sonne, 


-preſently his loving Farher did runne tomeet him, 
- heedid embrace him in-hisarmes,' hee didkifle him 


with'the Kiſſes of his mouth, and gavehimroyall 
entertainement. Alas, when deepe wandring Mary,  . . 
had the feeling of her Miſery, thar ſhee: camerand © 7 
Noodat thefeerof Cu'r 15'T,weprt and-mourned 


'for her tranſgrefsion, ohs how ſoone: were the 


ates of Mercy- opened unto her; how:foonedid 
hearea comfortable abſolutions Olvtharrhen 
weewould beecaurious, that wee benor wantingto 
our ſelves by the hardnefle of our heares, retuling 


* this bleſſed Cure - we haue: Chriſt Ieſus crying un- cace,;..? 


to us with ſweet and familiartermes, Oper unto mee, 
my ſiſter, my love, my deve, my undefiled. Hee tells 
us; that hee ſtarids and knockes at the doore: If any 
man "open unto him, hee will comeunto him, and.- 


Rey. 3,20- 


will ſappwith him. Ohthat then wee would endea- 
vour to 9pett our hearts to encertaine this heavenly 
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Phyſician, that hee might heale and cure the deepe 


Prov. 15-18. 


Heb, I 16, 
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corruptions of them, leſt whilſt wee keepe faſt the 
doore of our hearts, at length the doore of mercie 
bee ſhur againſt us, 'and wee periſh in the loathſome 


Ideſeaſe of our finne and wickedneſle : And fomuch 


briefly fortheperſon, emphatically ſer fortly in the 
pronoune Ego, I , will heale their Rebellions, 
Comewe now-untothe Aion,cxpreſt in the word 
heale; by which Metaphoricall ſpecch is plainly inti- 
mated, that finne is a defeaſe : - for as there are cor- 
porcall Maladies that doe affet the body, fothere 
are ſpirituall Maladies that doe afte the ſoute. 
Whereforeroinfiſt upon this Metaphor, andthe 
morecleerly ro-ſhew, that finne is a deſcaſe, even a 
furiousand a grievous deleaſc, that doth ina ſpeci- 
all manner opprefſe,, contaminate' and \infet-the 
ſoule ; we.may ——_—_— ir t0a Fever, 'toa Le- 
proſic, toa Phrenfic, to aLethargie» And firſt un- 
ro Fever, andthat.ina fivefold reſpeR; firſt in re- 
ard of. debilitation : - for asa Fever dothwonder- 
lly debilicate and weaken the body, makiog it un- 
fit to performe any validious: exerciſe, ſo h 
finne with the ſoule, it ſo weakens ir that ir becoms 
unable toperforme any holy duty, any fit ation 
pleaſing in the ſight of God: for what ſaith Sa/omon? 
The ſacrifice of the wicked is abbominable wnto God, all 
hedothis odious in his ſight: for,gsthe author tothe 
Hebrewes ſpcakes , without faith it is impoſsible to 
pleaſe God, But where {innc hath plenall dominati- 
on, there ſauing faich hath no impreſsion : there- 
fore it followes, thar all that thele doe; is utterly di- 
ſpealing unto God, Thos firſt finne is-firly compa- 
red untoa Fever inreſpec of dcbilication, it ſo ow 
| : "op Ds. 
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*nitcnt ſinfull woman, pronouncing to her a moſt 


or the ſickneſſe of the Soule, 5 
kens the ſoule, that it makes it unable to doe any 
thing thar is ſavoric in the ſight of God, 

Secondly, ſinne is fitly compared unto a Fever 
propter guſtum, in reſpect of taſt : foras ro him that 
15 affected with a vehement- Fever the moſt ſweeteſt 
things become bitter and diſtaſtfull, ſoisir where 
the ſoule is laden with impiery,there the moſt whol- | 
ſome and pleaſant things (that which David pro- ?%19-10: 
claimes was ſweeterto him than honyand the hony 
corabe) becomes moſt ſharp and unfavory. What 
could bee more ſweet than Chriſts moſt heavenly 
ſpecch delivered inthe fixr of 70h»? Except yer eate Toh.b.53,54; 
my fieſb and arinke my bloud , yee have nolife in you. 
whoſoever eateth my fleſh and arinketh my bloud, hath 
eternal life, cc, Oh what could bee more ſweet 
than this heavenly voice ? but what could bee more * 
harſh, or more diſtaſtfull to the ſoule-{ick carnall 
Capernaites*? therfore they cry out: Zuge Ry #G- 3 196-5.6n. - 
ay wh Nyaru ks dxion, Oh this is a hard. ſpeech, 
whoisable to heare it? Againe whatcould be more 
ſweer than ourSaviours bleſſed ſpeech to tharpe- 

ike 
comfortable abſolution, Thy ſirmes be forgiven thee 2 
yet whatcouldbec more diſpleafing tothe arrogant 
Phariſces ? therefore they murmured among them- | 
ſelves, whois this that even. forgiveth ſinnes ? Thus 7.49: 
ſecondly finne may fitly bee compared roa Bever 
propter guſtum, in reſpec of taſt : for irmakesthe 
ſweeteſt and moſt ſavorie nutritives; to ſeemasif 
they were moſt ſharpand violentdiſtrucives; 

Thirdly, finne is fitly compared toa Fever, in re- 
lpetof di ion: foras yo 
ladic doth {a oppreſle the ſtomach, thatir 
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Gem 19. 146 
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6 Sinnes contagion, 

toadmitdigeſtion tothe moſt wholſome food, bnt 
oft makes ir hecome ſo loathſometo it, that it doth 
evomere, {endit forth againe; fodealeth finne with 
the ſoule, it diſables ir ro admit digeſtion to the 
moſt. heavenly things, but makes them fo loath- 
ſometo ir, that it ſuffers it not to poſſeſle ſo much 
as any quict impreſsion : Hence it was, thatthoggh 
Noah ſpake to the old world to returne from their 
impicties, orelſe the Lord would deſtroy them by a 
generall deluge from offthe face of the earth : 
though he did build the Arkein their fight, ro ſhew 
the certainty of this judgement, unleſle they would 
revert , and continued this admonition by the ſpace 
of a hundred and twenty yeeres ; yet behold their 
miſerable ſtate, they admit it no digeſtion, butdid 


-as it were evomere, ſend it forthagaine : for their 


ſoules were full of finne, the imaginations of their 
heart even altogether wicked. Though Lorrpro- 
Claimed the voice of God to the wicked Sodomites, 
that they ſhould depart trom that pernitiouscirie, for 
God would deſtroy it : alas, they held it ridiculous, 
= admit it no digeſtion , for their ſoules were 
full of finne, Though Moſes delivered the expreſle 


word of God to Pharaoh, that he ſhould let his peo- 


ple goe, and freethem- from their grievous captivi- 
ty: alas, his tomack would not beare it, hee would 
give it nopaſlage, but twas loathſome unto him. 
therefore hee replied, who is the Lord that 7 ſhould 
beare his voyce ? what, is there any thatcan command 
me? any, to whom my Scepter ſhould ſtony ?* for his 
foulc was fullgorged with horridfinnes, So though 
the Lord by his Prophet /eremy,did plainly witnefſe 
againſt the wicked ones of thoſe times, that he had 

prepared 


or the ſockneſſe of the Foule 


7 


prepared aplague forthem, thathee had purpoſeda 
thing ——_— therefore invitedrhem to re- 
turne from their ſiniſter waies , to prevent that fear- 
full ſtroke of his iuſtice : - alas, they would none of 


it, they admit irnodigeſtion, bur returne icup again, 
deſperately aInSEng, wee will walke after our awne 
imaginations , wee will doe every man after the finb- 
bornneſſe of his wicked heart, forthcirſoules were 
full of finge. So our bleſſed Saviour gavethat 


yongue Man in 444/hewes Golpell a ſpeciall Cor-wa.19.z1; 


Ter.18,1n, 


diall, to revive his dying fpirits, rocurethat great di- 
miſe- 


ſcaſe , the Philarguria of his ſoule, buroh t 


ry of that fearfull ſinne, it ſufters it not to worke 


upon him, it ſends it upagaine : alas, hewentaway 
ſorrowing, Faine hee would havererayned Qhri 
bleſſed potion, butthe ſtrength of his diſeaſe would 


Mar, 19.22. 


not admitit; therefore he bids a farewell to Chriſt 


Ieſus.... Thus thirdly finne is firly com toa 
fever. It takes away the tomack of the , and 
makes it unable to digeſt the moſt wholſome things. 

Fourthly, fin is fitly compared to a Fever propter 
* inflammat ionem,in re{ſpet of fierce and violentinfla- 
mation : for as that virulent Maladie burnes,' and 
with its ungaturall heat rorments all the'vitall and 
ſpiricuall powers, ſo deales finne with the ſoule ;for 
even oft inthis life, it fearfully inflames ir, burnes 
ir, and fills ir full of wrathfull horror: Poralkho 
wicked and prophane perſons doe many times 


evill habit doth: harden, and, as /fidore ſpeakes 


Bux 


by . the remembrance of their finnes, either by laſci-- 
viausdiſcourſes; vaine ſocieties, diffolute ſportsor.., 
the deep habitof,finne, for, as Berwerd ſpeakes, Aft Bern Ser.s.im' 


Cant. 


3 4 . 
makes. us. becomeeven without ſenſe and feeling; 142m” 


F.-- Sinnes contagion 
But what? oh, yer finne lieth ar the doore, it waits 
opporrunity to p the ſoule with fearfull miſe- 
ry, purſuing the conſcienceas a ſwift hunting Nm. 
rod, asa ſpeedy footed Nimſhi. There was atime 
when Cains conſcience had no feeling of that great 
finae of murder, which hee had commirted , -nay 
thongh God ſpake to him, and asked him, where is 
thy brother which a man would thinke ſhould have 
made Cain, to have lookt downe upon his guilty 
conſcience, and to have ſtood amazed, ſhakt and 
trembled at this voyce : but alas, it ſtird him nor 
at all, hee was tour, and ſtood as it were at defiance 
with God, as if he had donehim the greateſt wrong 
thatcould be, ſo much as to infinuate ſucha marter 
with him: Therefore he inſolcatly replied, / cannot 
fell, am 1 wy brothers keeper. As if hee ſhould fay, I 
hope you will not lay his death to-my charge , will 
you offer mee that indignity © So that here Cain was 
withour all touch of conſcience, his great crying 
finne of murder troubled him not atall : but what e 
was thisalwaics Caizs ſtate? ohne, at length you 
may behold the fearfull fury of this finne, fo flame 
up in his ſoule and conſcience, that the extreame 
burning heate thereof, did make him cry out, 31y 
* ſinneis greater than can bee forgiven. Strange altera- 
tion, of late heſaw no finne, it troubled him not at 
all; and now hee {ces ſo huge a burning flame, that 
hee thinkes all the ocean of Gods mercy isnot able 
to quench it : therefore he cries out, My ſinwe is 
greater than can bee forgiven, Againe, there was a 
time when treacherous #45 hadno taſt nor feeli 
of his wickedaeſle, he plotted and praRtiſed again ſt 
his moſt innocent Maſter, » 407-06 any * * 
re 
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 bealtere 


frckneſſeof the Soule. 9 


or the 
red wirh the Scribes and Phariſees , Chriſts moſt 


cruell enemies, he concluded withtheth ,' to betray Mar.26.14. 


him.into their hands, and that for a meane and a 


baſe-reward :' and what ?-was hee touchr fotthis V*%t5: 


finhe 20hino; hee came'inro his maſters preſence 
withthereſtof the Apoſtles; and heard him openly 


divulge, One of you'ſhall betray me: yet irſtird r0b.1;.25; 


him-norat all ; it wrought nothing upon his faſt 
doonſcience, but he was bold, and queſtioned 
his Maſter,as if ho had been as cleere a man as could 
be. Isit]; Maſter? As if he ſhould ſay, I hope, Ma» 
ſer,of all the reſt, you will not thinke that I would 
doe fuch a deed : whatI betray you 1, your ſer- 
vant, an Apoſtle', whom youthave preferred to bee 
Treaſurer, and Keeper of your ftore : what, I, be- 
tray you? my Maſter, my moſt loving Maſter, an 
innocent L ,ableſſed jour ? oh pray thinke 
nat thardl-would do ſuch adeed. Nay thougt»Chriſt 
an{werhim and tell him plainely, Thou haſt ſaid,oh 
ludas, thou art the Man, how ſmoothly and cun- 
ningly ſoever thou carrie itz yet it moved himnot 
at all, all this while his'conſtiencewas aflcepe, and 
ſo on it goes, /udes rakes his money, -Chrilt is be- 
trayed, heis condemned, he muſt dye. And what, 
ſtill aſleepe, /udas? ' oh no, now the caſe begins to 
. now his finne begins torquſe tum up ; 
now it makes ſuch a firein his ſoule, that he hath no 
reſt, bat runs up and downe like a Mad man ;' now 
the treacherous hier, which was before more deate 
to himthankhis Maſters life, ohinow he cannor in- 


dure.it, bur up he rakes#r-and downe to the Prieſts ac;z7.;,4 
and Elders hee goes, throwes it them againe, and 


cries Our unto them, /heve __ in betraying the 


annocens 
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ro ' Sinnes contagion, | . 
innocewt blood. And thus hee runs toandfro.in the 
fury of his inflamed finne, without all cafe, with- 
out all reſt, as if hee were ia hell already, untill ar 
lengthhe becomes his owneexecutioner, the worſt 
handes living executing the worſtman-living.) Bur 
what ſhould | ſpeake of theſe thus deeply wicked * 
If Gods owne children ſhall dare to,bee to bauildto 
ſuffer {inne to reſt upon their ſoules , oh, 4n thei it 
will breake forth-into a fieric lame tharwitlgnic- 
nolcer in 1-5%. youſly ſcortch, burne & torment thtir confoicates:: 
Sepeneree” forſinne, itdiſquiers aman,, generally allfotts of 
ons men, and fuffers them-not to paſſefie any tmepcace 
permumirin- ofconſcience. When «A%ow had voce cotumireed 
ere penn fone againſt God, phhow-hte was'vext, howhis 
Gen.3.9 foulc burntwith feare and tremblingy ſo tharhec 
ran away from-God, hee hid himſelfefraom tris pre- 
ſence, that God was faine tocall after him, where 
art thay Adam: W hen ton«h, Gods owne Prophet, 
had diſobeyedthe voyce of the Lord, oh.how hee 
was ſtung in conſcience, he had noreſt, he led from 
pou to place, he ſhipt himſelte to ſea, he beſtowed 
wates inſelfe in the loweſt | houldes, to hide himſelfe 
from God, and topaſle by the furic of his burning 
ſinne, he betooke himſelfetoſleepe, bur all in vaine, 
hee is rows'd up againe;.for without the winde and 
the waves purſue him, -rhe Lott dilcovers him , * 
- within his conſcience huntes him witha fiery:Bame, 
which makes him cry out, Takeme, and caſtime into 
the ſea, ſo ſhaltthe ſes fo AY, FFI oh 
the force of a guihty conſcience) that for imy ſake 
this great * come wpony0n. This was Davids 
Pal.;8.3,4 ſtate, which made himcomplaine, There-ts noire#t 
iu my boxes, becauſe of my finne, my iniquities aregone 
. fey 


that cannet. reft,. whoſe waters chft up mire and di 
a: C2 the 


or the freknefſe of the Soule, i 
over my head, they over whe/me mee; aud art a: a ſore 
birthen $00 heavy for mee to beare, oh inflamed con- 
ſcience. This was Hezekiahs ſtate, which madc him 
conclude, That it broke his bones like 4 Lion, and en- 

forced him tacry like a Crand jto chatter like 8 Swal- 
law, and mourne tyke « Dove, nay'( which farre ex- 
cecds all compariſon) when that bleſſed Saviour, 
that immaculate Lambe Chrift Iefus, which had no 
Gnoeinbeſive, finne oncly impurative, ours, none 
of his owne, when hce in this kinde- did beare our 

ſinnes, it made him grovellupon the earth, it made Euke 2.44- 
him diſtil down drops of bloud,& at length mourn- 144, 49.46. 
_— cry aut, 41 God, my God, why haſt thou for ſa- 

en me 7 1. Ri? , 9:144 QUY 5» 
Sortharſinne is firly compared unto a Fever prop - 


Efa.z8, 1;,14- 


fer inflummationem, in reſpect of the ing heate 
ithaings upon ſoule and conſcience, perplexing the 
veey: gaints of God; yea (as wee en obencdtepls 


pludging the moſt cauterized conſcience; Wicked 
men may fora while brave ourtheir ſinnes; and paſs 
them by-with a ſenſclefle heart, deſpiſing & caſtin 
off the x>ſtimony of their conſcience, as did thoſe Withour re: 
Gentiles whichthe Apoſtlerells vs were 4niymins, Tor of con- 
paſt fecling, by which, as Sexecs ſpeakes, they be- gerec.co.43,Oh 
came the more miſerable and inthralled;; yet this t« miſcrum,f 
will hardly becalwaiestheireftare, fometimes the poneenan. 
horror of conſcience will broile up intheir foules, 

as an;unquenchable fire ,' for, as Iwvenall (petkes, irnel.de ſer 


they doe dayand nighrcarry theit wimelſe intheir {Note 


' breaſts, which will fomerime or other pierce them, geftane in pec+ 


and makethem- ro heare his vGyce : thetefore faith tore reftem- 
the-Propher £/a9, The wicked are like the ragin 


ca 
j Eſa. $7.20- 
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12 : Simes contagion, © 
the filth of their ſinnes and abomminations, ro the 
Ea.c5.20; molt grievous terrorof their ſoules, For there is no 
For,3s 1/idor* peace, ſaith my God, wats the wicked, Hence it is that 
—_ _ Salomou tells us , That afflitions doe follow ſinners, 
Ein mis even wrath, anguiſhand horrourof ſoule: they may 
conſecar,n0 ſeeke many meanes to paſſe-them*by 5 bur'their 
Serta an Wickedneſſe will lie in waite for them, to ſcorchand 
evil! conſci- burne them with unappeaſable miferie. 
Prov.t 3.21, Laſtly, fin is fitly compared unto a Fever proprey- 
privationem, 10 reſpett of /privation ; for as that 
Theatiom fierce maladie doth oftentimes deprive of all vitall 
(pron POwer, and brings downe the body to the duſt'of 
peſribilis ef re-the earth, ſois it with fanve,- 1t dorh ofttimes ſo 
grejjw)may ſeaze upon the ſoule, thatatlength it deprivesitof 
ena, all ſpirituall life, and throwes it downero eternall 
ſpe of ths miſcric- never to bee recovercd: 'So thar-in this 
piritual death. Lone well may wee ſay that true is the. axion, 
that from the privation tothehabit, rhe rewrne is 
impoſſible: for whom finnehath once rorally flaine 
and throwne downe torhe grave of miſerable: im- 
penitencic, thete is no returne againe. This was the 
eſtate of the aſpiring Angells, finne flew rhem, and 
deprived them of all ſpirituall life, and threw them 
downe to etcrnall miſcrie, neverto be regained a- 
gainc : So deales finne-withall prophane perſons, 
who continue it and nouriſh it intheir ſoules, at 
length it utterly kills them, takes from then all 
hope of life, all hope of felicity, all grace inthis 
world, all glory in the world to comc, andmakes 
them owners of eternall chraldome. 
Thus we {ce {finne 8a deſeale; and therefore firft 
ina fivefold reſpeR = duntoa Fever. 
icof fu 


Secondly, the mala is fiely.compared 
to 


= Secondly, it.is fitcly compared unto a Leprofie,-in ome: be 


or the ſackneſſe of the: Soule, 14 
to, a. Leproſic, and that in;regard'of 2 threefold 
Sy mparhie, Separation, Intection and Curation. x, g.z; 


Firſt, it is fitly compared unto a Leprofie, in re- Thisſeparath 
on is noc the - 


ipee of Separation : for as that loathſome maladie |,,q'u.n. 
oth occaſion a man to bee ſeparated from the com< ment that ſhall 


pany of men, ſo deales finne by the ſoule, it doth oa rs 1 
cauſc a ſeparation, and that a moſt grievous one, be- /2/om did de- | 
eweene the Creatureand the Creator, between God fire rather to 


and our ſoulcs ; and therefore from all-Grace and _ ren 


Glory, from all holy men and Angells.- This the face ofhis fa- 
worthy Prophict declares tobee the force of finne, 'Þ<r vs, 


Tour iniquities (laith he) have ſeparated betweene you hs ens 


and your God, and cauſed bim to hide his face from you, '0 the wicke 
that bee will not heare. This, the laſt ſentenceto bee eo Ar 
pronounced-againſt the wicked doth plaincly- wit- from the yes 
nelle, Goe yee curſed into everlaſting fire. Goe; there nan _ 
is the ſeparation of moſtgrievous nature, even from oth hoes 
God and all the godly, from all joy and comfort, ver? c&r/0/. 


from all bliſſeand happineſſe unto endleſſemiſerie, ©2**)desxhar 


Thus firſt ſinne is fitly compared untoa Leprofie in any ih pena 
reſpe& of ſeparation. = 


reſpe& of infection, and that ina twofold kinde-; compared: © 
for firſt, as that grievous maladie is of that nature,** 


' thatitdoth ſoone ſpread an infeRious ſteame unto;,,. y... 


all thoſc that aſſociate themſelves with theſe, ſoferpunein vi- 
deales ſinne, it doth ſoone (as Senres ſpeakes) taint <i293.% con- 
and infec the neighbouring ,parts. -Hence-it was Rs 
thatour grant:parent Eve aflociating her ſelfe with Gea.z. 
the wicked Serpent, became ſooneinfeted with his + 
CRNSgOR to her great miſcrie , andthe alas | 

erpoſteritie. Hence it was thatgodly Joſeph li- - 
ving. in the polluted (on Tm. became - 
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14 Sinnes contagion, 
ſoonetainted with the contagion thereof, to ſiycare 
by the life of Pharaoh, and to ſpeake againſt his own 
Gen-4z.9, knowledge and conſcience. Hence -it was that the 
Apoſtle Peter —_— with the wicked compa- 
NY, ny,the enemies of Chriſt Iefus, became fo farre in- 
fected with their foule pollution, as ro deny his - 
Angin ?f 99. moſt loving Maſter : Therfore well might A»ine 
_ ms, lay inter malos boni gemunt, ©, the godly doe 
Cen grana in- Brone amongſt the wicked, as the wheat amongſt 
rer paleas,Gicut the chafte, as the lillie among the thornes : well 
ra ne might Bernard complaine, woe is mee, for dangers 
Brro-Heu mihi, are On every (ide, warres on every fide, darts doe 
quiaundiu*  flieonevery fide, on every fide temprations , whi- 
vayama * ther ſocyer I turne me there is no ſecurity, The peo- 
bella ,undique ple of Iſracll had great experience hereof, whilſt 
——_— the Cananites became as thornes in their ſides, 
cencamenta, deeply piercing them with the foule infeRtion of 
quocunque me their loathſome impietics: Thus we ſec that ſinne is 
peronas. - fitly compareduntoa Leproſicin reſpeR of infeQi- 
on, ſpreading it ſelfe abroad unto remote andneigh- 

bouring parts. 

Secondly,finne is fitly compared untoa Leprofie, 
Iudg-2-3- in tegard of infection more proximate and per- 
ſonall : for as that diſeaſe doth ſpread ir ſelfe all 0- 
ver the body, infeRing every part thereof with its 
foule contagion, fo deales finne by the ſoule, ir 
ſpreads it ſelfe all overir, it annoyes and pollats 
every part thereof, it blindes the underſtanding 
that it cannot diſcerne the excellence things contai- 
ned in Gods word, itdulls the will, and makes it 
froward in the waics of God, moſt backward 'to all 
goodneſſe, moſt forward to all evill, it depraves 
the affeion'and makes it alicaare from : for 
Ns. as 


Gen-42-15- 


{ſpe of (curation, foralthoughitbee a wo 


p = i 


or the Kaefle 0 'L2 


as one ſpeakes, afinner is dymbe and blinde, he bath ya 5ev. 4 - 
neither will nor tongue that prayſethand : 6 Temp. Peccator 
eth God, he hath neither underſtanding, norheart (@ 


apprebening, or taking og his ſacred 
ar are 


myſteries z ": as he Apoſtle ; The notaral "<oftt 
man perceiveth not the thinss t the Spirit.of | 
God —_ are fooliſhneſſe = him ; yer know 
them for they are ſpiritually diſcerned, Thus wee ſee, 
that ſinne is firly compared untoa fie, bottrin 
ref) "rig pre an provioaen ponion 'c 

altly,it 15 fitly Compareduntoa Leprofie;im res p,jncipiic ob- 
rulc a ſero —. 
concerning all-maladies, to ſtaythem inthe begin. © paranee | 
ning for. feaxe they grow incurable, |yct isit:moſt 
cſpecially urgent concerning this foule.contagion ; 
for if thus be not ſoone looke unto, even. inhis very 
cnterance,alas, itgrowcs forever incurable: Sucha- 
diſcaſe is ſtance 1f 1t bee not carefully :lookrunto. in 
the very beginning of it, it will ſoontake ſtrength p.cenorinre 
and growexcceding dangerauszfora finnergrown teraws per © 


oldiaſfinne, hecomes -hardned by finne : therefore P*<xumin- 


duratur. 


Hier ome gives worthy counſell, to deſtroy this ene+ xieron. Dur + 
my whil(t heis ſ\maLevenwhenit its butint arveo eB tin 


for as Bernard tells us, Evillthoughts whilft't 


' dally withus,they throw .us downe: to deftruRtion, 37274. Malz 


Thus we ſec that ſirine'is firly.compated unto a Le- (O8Nnnnnes... 
prolicin\reſpeR of ſeparation, infeRion, and cura- luduns, * 
tion. | 
Thirdly,thediſcaſc of finne is firly ſympathized 
by a;Phren(ic,and that.inatbreefold kinde yin re- Sin fly com- 
gard of ſecuriry,inregard of ftolidity and fooliſh- Phrenficyrep- 
neſle,in regard of fierceneſfe and violence,” - Firſt, ro yon th 
1a reſpeR.of. ſecurity ; for thoſe thus aikeRed ; _ Romany eh: 
muc | 


Os, anna... mn 
x6  Smnnes contagion, | 

much the more grievoully che maladie doth poſſeſſe 
: them, ſo much the more {ecutethey- are: carelefſe 

wrJ ax>une, ny thing, preſumptuous in all things, fearin 
or common y 8 PF P 5 
ſenſeis oof- Ao danger, as having loſt theuſc of common or re- 
feated in fleting ſenſe, by which they ſhould judge of the 
Ce mwenGe, narure Of things. So is it with thoſe laden withthe 
thacthey can- Phrenfic of ſinne ; how much the more deep in ini- 
__ rightly uity,ſo much che more ſecure : for itis truely ſaid, 
ot ofany that a ſinner how much the more warle hee is and 
thing,as 4's. Joepc infſinne, ſo much the lefſe doth hee repute or 
_ - 4 avim, reckon himfſelfe a finner: whence it is that Sa/omzor 
eap.z, _- tells us, thata wicked man when hee comes into the 
_ = U. depth(of wickedneſſe) he contemnes, thatis, all ad- 

4p.Peccator - . 

quante pejor Monitions,all conceipr of miſery, 8& becomes moſt 
ranto minus le Hreſiyrapruouſly ſecure , never conſidering any im- 
open,”  Minentdanger, orſtroke of juſtice ready to bee im- 
Prov-18.3- poſed for finne committed; as Agag when hee was 
1.5am,15-32- ready tobe hacktin picces, hee ſecurely coricluded, 
the bicternefle of death was paſt : So pernicious Ba- 
bel when God was ready to throw downe judge- 
ment againſt her , ſhee preſumptuouſly reſolved, 7 
ſhall be a Lady for ever, miſery ſhall never ſeaze upon 
mee, $0 Nebuched-nezzar, when hee was ready to 
' berejeRted, and madeas a beaſt of the field , hee ſe- 
-  curely proclaimed a moſt induring pompe, 7s ner 
this great Babel that 1 have bailt for the hanſe of the 
) , by the might of my Power, for the honour 
of my Majeſty ? As it hee ſhould ſay , my ſtate ſhall 
never be changed, who can bring downe my might 
and power? 50 that pampered Epicure,though God 
had ſent outa dectee againſt him, that very nightto 
rake his ſoule from him, yer (illy fot (the piRure of 
this madde world) hee went to bedde with a wonted 


ſong 


or the ſickneſſe of the Soule. 1y 
ſong of preſumptive ſecurity; Sovle take thine eaſe? 
ket reed een lads in fore for A AUT 
little thinking that that ou fon ſhould put aperi- 
odto his life, and turne his long m_ joyes to pre- 
ſent everkaſting woes : therefore firſt fione is fitly 
compared to a Phrenhie in reſpeRof ſecurity, 
Secondly, it is fiely compared to a Phrenſic - 
ter fleliditatem, in regard of the fooliſhneſle of him 
canta bear prnaers— yr hee is in The reaſon of 
the greateſt miſery, with the ſtrength = 2s 
of his diſeaſe, yer till you ſhall behold roy. it ditates, wry 
were to laugh and carrie a pleaſant countenance : becauſe the 
ſois it with him whoſe ſoule is troubled with the 29:2 of 
diſcaſe of finne , when hee is extreamly miſerable, cinually erre in 
when the ſtrength of his foule finnesare readie to the judgement 
throw him downe to deſtruRion, yet ſtill you ſhall & tha: 
ſee him to be full of jollitie, and to carry a pleaſant <2»n0r diicern 
countenance. This was the ſtate of Jeruſalem, who —_— 
troubled with the Phrenſie of finne, became paſ- mater ot foc- 
ing pleaſant, never diſcerning the time of their fy now 
viſitation, never conſidering their iniwinent di” th-re is =o 
ſtreſle. Chriſt weprfor them, but they never wept/judgement, 
for themſelves, bur became full of mirth and in- 9 
ſulration, even when Chriſt was ready to denounce or diſcretion 
a wofull curſe againſt them, Zehold your habitation 2p1*3s : 
ſhall bee left unto you deſolate. And ſuch wee may name is rather 
daily ſee to bee theftate of all invererate in finne : | nr 
they | walke with lifted up countenances full of ,, Fro, c 
jollitie and inſultation, yea even thoſe that would fpecially - 

. © ſeaſe inuotof 
melantholie, very fierce and fervent, for man is narurally anime! yfhile, n creature 
ET an oy op Torr yen yer 
dome ſeene” tolaugh, * D s X ON EY 


| 


| 


| 
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bee accounted the ſonnes and daughters of Sion, 
we may beholdthem to be haughtie, to walke with 
ſtretched out necks, and wandring eyes, as the wor- 
thy Prophet ſpeakes, ſhewing much more inſulta- 
tion thah humiliation, carnall jollitie than: reli- 
gious pictic. Thus wee ſee thar finne is fitly com- 
parcd toa Phrenſie, in reſpetof the mad follie of 
them afteRed withthat diſaſter. 
[ his is the Thirdly tis fl compared to 2 Phrenſic proprer 
qualny of - wiolentian:; for as that is diſtracted becoms fierce 
Soudof - 4nd Violent, full of rage, ſeazing uponany , eyen 
whoſeditrati- his dearelt friends, and is not reclaimed but'by 
E—_ bands and fetters, ſo deales fanne with the ſoule, 
lancholic. jt makes.it fierce and cruellagainſt God - for when 
the Holy Ghoſt would deſcribe a manladenwith 
the Phrenſie of finne, heetells us, that he ſers his 
Plal-73-9- mouchagainſt Heaven,he warrs with God hiniſelfe, 
and s neverreclaimed but by the ſpeciallpower of 
Exod. 14.8. Dhisjuſtice. This was Pharaohsſtate, which made 
him ſtand againſt God and all his power: the ten 
mightie ſtrokes which he ſtrooke athim, they dan- 
ted him not at all, bur ſtill hee maintained his. warre 
againſt God, and went on inthe purſuit ofhus vio- 
lentwill, and never left till God was faine toſtrike 
him downe with the hand- of his judgement, and 
ſwallow him up, and his whole haaft inthe furious 
waves of the fea. And: ſuch becomeall thoſethar - 
decply lade themſelves with the Phrenſte of finne , 
they grow ficrceand mad againit God, and nothing 
'»can remoye them, no voyce of God, no mercie nor 
nzenace, but on ſtill they goe with all violence, as 
if they would pull Godourof his throne , untill at 
lengrh he is faine to rowſe himſelfe up like a Giant, 
(7 an 
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and by the invincible hand of his juſtice throw 
them downetoeternall miſerie; for as the Pro 
Eſay ſpeakes, Lertmercie bee ſhewed tothe wic 
{corrective mercic in puniſhing and affliting them 
to turnethem tromtheevill of - roars )ycrtthey 
will not learne righteouſnefle &c. they will not be- 
hold the high hand of God, bur will ſtill warre a+ 
_ his Majeſtic. Thus we ſcethat ſfinnemay fitly 
_ by aPhrenſie, in reſpe&t of: (ecuri- 
ty, in reſpcR of fooliſhnelle, in reſpeRof fiercenefle 
and violence. | | | 
Laftly, ſinne is firly compared untoa Lethargie : 
for as this diſeaſe, as «£quicts writes, drawes upon 
the bodice even a continuall fleepinefſe, andas Tra/- 
lianws faith , ſuch a forgertulnetle, rhar they forget 
whatto ſpeake- or what to doe, yea as Conſtantine 
ſpeakes , the neccſlacie ations of life ; fo deales 
ne with the ſoule, irdrawes upon it fucha dead- 
ly and fearefull fleepe, that theſe thus afteRed, for- 
getthe moſt neceſlarie things, that which moſt fpe- 
cially concernes them, even all the waies of God, 
all reverent feare and obedienceto his Majeſtic, all 
peace of conſcience, all ſalvation of. their ſoules, 
all eternall joy and felicitie, ina word, all conſide- 
ration of their eſtate and condition. Oh doe but 
{urvaie the paſſage of a wicked man, andis itnot . 
Cleere that his ſoule is thus aftected'? alas, hee'goes 
onin a fearfull 'way, and-ſeemes not to remember 
ſo much as what way it is, or whither it-cends, or 
what will bee the end of it; hee hatha {oule afim- 
mortalleflence; and a body the organ ofthat foule, 


- both Whichmuſtappeare before Gods Tribune, to, ©... ,. 
rective 4” ſentence according totheir-workes; but 


D 2 he 
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he ſcemes utterly to forgetit, as if he had noanſwer 
to make, or doome to receive, or ſoule and body to 
be fved, or condemned: for who-ſo did but 
conſider amongſt many other the like paſſages, that 
onely which rhe Apoſtle doth- plainely witneſle, . 
Thar an account muſt bee given for all the thin 
donein our bodies, whether they be good or evill; 
how could it but reſtraine the force of finne, and 
beate downe the height of wickedneſſe 2 bur the 
long continued Lethargic of their intpietics hatlr 
drawn {0 deadly a {leepe upon thcir ſoules,that the 
become even utterly forgetfull.of their miſerable 
eſtate and condition, never remembring that which 
Auz,Quzcun* Auguſtine doth plaincly witneſſe, that whatſoever 
que taei9 *:- © they doe, they: docir beforethe face of God, and 
Iu quuequid that whatſoever it is that they doe, that he ſees ic 
«lt wo@ #359 better than they themſelves that doc it. Allthings, 
quam egoqu 4s the Apoſtle ſpeakes, being naked and open to his 
facio. cyes with whom we haveto doe, even their ſecrets, 
M0413" which hce will judge by Icſus Chriſt; nor will 
Kacch.7.9, his eyc ſpare them, nor will hee have pitic upon 
them, but will lay upon them all their waies, and 
their abominations ſhall bee in the midſt of them, 
and they ſhall know thar he is Ichova thar ſiniterh : 
all which the deadly fleepe that the Lethargie of 
their ſfinne brings upon them, ſeemes-to. draw into 
an utter oblivion, And thus we ſeerhat fiancis ficly 
compared to a Fever, toa Leprolie, roa Phrenſiec, 
to a Lethargie, 
Oh now, what ſhall this impreſſe within us ? Is 
this the nature of ſinne? is ita diſeaſe 2 adiſcaſe ſo 
_ raft ? ſohardt © beecured; how well mighc 
is.inſtruR us roxelinquilh ſiane, to bee waxig how 
' 
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we entertaine that dangerous maladic © But what £ 
may wenot here ſtandapauld and amaz'd 5 may we 
not well cry out, oh tempors, oh mores? for whar 
hcart can conceive, what care hath heard , or what 
tongue ca expreſle the miſcrie- of theſe rimes 2: oh 
that the eternall power. would inſpire ſome power 
of his ſpirir, to make our dull and carthic mindes 
fit rorecord, and apt ro utter foine breviat of this 
wicked age. Alas, forſake our finncs ? warie how 
we givecntertainment to ſ{inne ? a ſtrange diſcourſe: 
oh howrhe flintie hearr returnes ir back againe, and 
ſeemestoeccho in my cares, Tuſh, tuſh, a voyce for 
heaven but not for carth,, what, ſhould we become 
the wonder of the world * tis notthe faſhion of this 
ſtrong ſKomackt age, to make a queſtion how full 
they gorge themſelves with ſinne. Moſt true indeed, 
what can bee more cleere? for now the trade of fin R 
js growne full ripe, * heeis held a ſorof no regard 7c opinion 
that treads but ordinaric Rtepps of finne : but dives = 

he downeto hell, and fetch he thence ſome ſtrange 

unheard of damned plot, that may amaze the minde, 


aſtoniſh modeſt cares,and bea wander to the world; wewnrizen, 
+ hath he notonly (as 3aſ{{peakes) a notable dexte- I _ 


ritieto javent miſchiete, but (as Euſ{«/h16 ſpeakes) rwwmrsyd; 
becomes moſt diligent and watchfull ro pur it in T1'8ne dili 
practice ; oh he is the man, ſurpaſsing wiſe, a worthy Such, amongſt 
policizian, ohnone co him, Thoſegraſle and;com: otbcrot this 
mon ſinncs, ebrictic, adulterie, baſe uſutie, and thoſerobe (ia 
foule blaſphemic, become ſuch hacknies of the the Romih 


++: h iudgement 
world, ſo frequent and familiar inevery place, that ha SR 


thelc, they ſeeme no (innes ax all, they; williell you char hora 


they can prefcribe, If you commence a ſuit, they fraragem,he 
* plead a.cuſtome, If _ urgeit further, they — 
more: 3 WILL 


22  Cinnes contagion 
will prohibir,and draw you downe tothe judgment 
Egregious of __ where you may bee ſure chey will 
wickedneſſe prove their ſuggeſtions: Sothat theſe foule finnes 
reckoned by by thei communitie and continuitie, ſeeme to have 
unhallowed VY | / 
ſpirics for wiſe Purchaſed to themſelves ſuch a kinde of immunis 
political inven= xje, that you may" behold them to walke up and 
_ downe the ſtreets without controule, very gravely, 
very gentleman-like, as if they had nothing todoe 
with the ſocietic of hell, as if theſe were no fſinnes 
at all : forinthis deepetranſgreſsing age, nothing 
Theindulgent ſeernes worthy of that name, but ſome horrid-ated 
judgement ſtratagem, thar may ſceme roputthe very Divells 
to haveot in themlelves to ſchoole; now none ſeeme to bee 
21d iickedres. wicked, bur ſuchasare xwwxenr, extreamely wicked, 
wickedas it were beyond compariſon. oh'fuch bee 
our times, ſo ſtrange bee our afteRions : bur'oh 
wretched creatures, whither doe you-bend your 
courſe ? oh ſee your eſtate, obſcrve your condition, 
you are full of foule diſcaſes, your ſoules are laden 
with the burning Fever of finne, with a loathſome 
Leprofic, whoſe great contagion is ready to makea 
ſeparation berwixt youand your God alas ! with 
a violent Phrenſie, which makes you warre againſt 
God, grow inſenſible of your miſerie, and ſmile 
when your deſtruftion approacheth ; eveh with a 
grievons Lethargie, which makes you fleepein fin, 
and continue in wickednefle, never remembring 
either heavenly joyes, or helliſh miſcries.' 'And 
whar, will youſtill remaine in this eſtate © will you 
rake no notice of your great diſtrefle ?' ſhall nei- 
therthe burning of the Fever, nor the contag! 
of the 'Leproſie, horthe violerice of the Phrenſie, 
nor the oblivion ofthe Lethargie workeatyimn- 
| | preſs100n 
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preſ5iof upon-you ? ſhill chey beno: motives to 
you, to mike you forlake your impicties, and to 
become warie how you entertaine any finne, which 
ever carries with it the nature of all theſe grievous 
diſeaſes. Oh-then what can remaine to you; bur 
endicfle woc and miſeric « whatcan be your eſtate ? 
but as David ſpake of the mountaines of Gilboa, 
never dewcs to fall on you more, no ſhowres 
of grace to mollifie your hearts, but-as you have 
begun -in- ſinne, ſo to end- in finne, through the 
ſtrength of your diſeaſe by which you have ſovio- 
lently- reſiſted the {iveer: fountaines of Gods mer- 
cies, ſo-oftencompalsing your ſoules. But bleſled 
beethe hills of Armenia; which give reſt untothe 
Arke of the Lord, oh bleſſed thoſe that give way 
to this voyce of God, and become moved torfor- 
{ake their finnes, and cautious how they ever cnter- 
raiac that grievous diſeaſe, which. ſeekesto inthrall 
then with an incurable diſtreſſe. And thus much 
for the ation Meraphorically ſet forth inthe word, 
heale, plainely ſhewing fioneto bee a dangerous di- 
ſcaſe, and, conſequently neverabletobee cured by 
any, but by God himſclte, as the principallefhicient, 
which concludesthe ſcope of my firſt part, the mat- 
ter (ubjeR, / wil beale, 

Proceed wee now untathe ſecond generall, the 
predicate, KeveHions : 7 will beale their Rebellians. 
When fnncs of infirmitic or finnes of ignorance 


- are committed, theſe daetaint the ſoule, and make 


it liable to eternall'death:; for thereward of ſinne 
(of any linne whatſocver)isdeath : bur when wee 
lade our ſelves with rebellions , finnes pertinaciouſly 
commuted, and continued in- againſt our know- 


ledge 


Rom. 6,23, 


| 


| 
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ledgeand our conſcience, oh theſe may wellbe ſaid 
to exaſperate and incenſe a ſpeedie paſſage of Gods 
juſtice againſt us; for as the Prophet Semuelſj . 
Rebellion is as the finne of witchcraft, and tranſ- 
reſsion is wickedneſle and idolatrie, as proceeding 
| the ſame loathſome finke, an incredulous ug- 
belceving heart, yereventhis great wickednefſe the 
Lord is content to heale and cure it to the repen- 
rant andtruly humbled; /w:{ heale their Rebellions : 
plainely ſhewing, that great finnes limit not Gods 
mercics, bur it we truly mourne for ſinne, and be- 
come fincerely humbled tor our impictics, endea- 
vouring to apply his bleſſed mercies unto them, de- 
firing . nth inthe merit and mediation of that Jo- 
ving Saviour Icſus Chriſt, he will nor faileto heale 
eventherebcllious ſoarcs of our ſaules. When blous+ 
dy Cain and treacherous Judas had committed great 
and grievous wickedneſſe, whence was it that the 
periſhed in rheir evills £ alas ! nor becauſe Gods 
mercies were not able to curc them, but becauſe 
they deſperately deſpaired, & never fixed eye upon 
thoſe ſoveraigne comtorts : Wee may fee in Ma- 


 thewes Goſpell our Saviourtells us, he would have 


Luc-19.'43. 
Auguſt. Non 
idco non ha- 
ber homo gra- 
t:am,quia De- 
us non dat,ſed 
quia homo non 
Acciput, 


gathered together wicked and rebellious Teruſalem, 
as the hen herchickens , but they would nor, they 
regarded not his loving mercic, they would not di- 
{cerne the time of their viſication , no, though thar 
bleſſed Saviour did ſceke tomovethem unto n,even 
with mournfull reares trom his eyes, crying out, 
Oh if thou hadſt knowne at the caſt in this thy day 
thoſe things that belong untothy peace. It isa wor- 
thy ſpcech of a learncd Father, that man becomes 
haxdned and wants grace, not becauſe God doth 

| not 
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not-offer it, but becauſe man "receives it not when 
iris offered: for the Lord himſelf proteſts, that 
as hee lives hee difires notthe death of thewicked, 
but that hee ſhould rurne from his way, and live; 
therefore hee coneludes, with a ferious invitation, 
Turne you, turne you from your evill wates, = why 
will yee dye oh zee houſe of 1ſraell 2: We may ſeen the 
firſt of E/ay, that having carneftly invitedthatRe- 
beltious pevple''ro _tirne fromthe pernicious ,,, » 
courſes,preſently he inferrs; Andthen letus reaſon 
together, then I will admit conference with you, 
tothe great yeacent comfort of your ſoules, that 
were-your finnes'2s cranſon, they ſhall bee made 
as whure as ſhowe; though they were-red-like ſcar- 
ler, . they ſhall- bee as woolt: 'ohthen, as'Aduſtrne 
ſpeakes, caſt not away your ſelves, refuſe nor his 
mercie when it is offered; for we'ſee it cleere, that 
reat-{inneslimits' nor Gods metcies, bur, as-the Aug,inpr.-* 
Cabibwotthic Authorpeakes, as the earthabounds 
with mans miſerie, - ſo ir ſuperabounds with Gods -- 
mercie, yea, ſaith hee, that very thing ſhall bee re+ 
quired of a wicked than, that hewouldnorreceive 1bid. 
merciewhenit wasoffered: Wee reaſon not here 
whatinabilitie man hath broughrupon himſclfe by 
the diſtempered ſurfeit: of 'finne, . burlet us all un- 
derſtand'that ro bee true which Sa/omen records, *<<!<7.3a: - 
That God made manrightcous, bur he hath ſought 
many inventibns; 'many ſiniſter courſes to loade 
his (oule with finne, and-wilfully — lying, 
vanities; doth{as the Propher /on«5ſpeakes)forſake ** 
his owne mercie; rhat-wee may wellſay withrhe 
Propher eſte, Tharkis doſtroion-is0 arr 
even by his witfullcontracting andgoing onin pew 
| = obltinaely. 2? 


Mat,22.37- 


Plal.g5.7 8, 


Aug.in Pſal. 


Rey.6.16. 
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obſtinately hardening his heart againſt the many 
loving and mercifull invitations of the Lord, who 
would gather theſe togcther as the hen her chic- 
Lens : oh then let me invite youall with that worthy 
ſpecch of the Holy Ghoſt, To day if you will heare 
his voyce harden not your hearts ; oh harden them not 
againft the mercifull voyce of the Lord, againſt the 
operation af his holy ſpirit, which ſeckesto heale 
eventhe- rebellious ſoares of your ſoules. Let mee 
fay to you with worthy Auguſtine, Receive mercic, 
my Brethren, eventhe mercic of humble and peni- 
tent hearts, the mercie of remiſsion and pardon of 
your {innes, to the which the Lord invites you, for 
which the Lord-now'knocks at the doore of your 
hears : Oh let usall receive ir, let none of us fleepe 
ordrowſe in the receiving of it, leſt hee be one day 
rowlſed up torenderan evill, anda grievous anſwer 
before the tribune: ſcat of Ieſus Chrift, when in 
the terror of his wounded ſoule for the guilt of his 
many fins committed, hee ſhall wiſhthatthe moun- 
taines and rockes would fall on him, and hide him 
fromthepreſenceof him that fitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lambe, and ſhall ſeeke 
for death and ſhall not finde it, and ſhall defire ro 
dyc [which yet natureabhorres as the moſt terrible 
ofallterriblethings, asthe very Heathen man con- 
cludes) but dcath ſhall flie from-bim,,Ohthen re- 
ceive wee this mercie from our God who thus lo- 
vingly- ofters it, and letus, as this worthy Prophet 
adviſcth, rake unto us wordes, andturne untothe 
Lord, and fay unto him; Takeaway all iniquitie; and 
receive us graciouſly,” fo willwe render the calves 
of ourlips, that hee may yecldusa comfortable an. 


{wer, 
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ſwer, 1 will bezle your Rebellions , even the greateſt 
ſoares of your ſoules, to the eternall peace and com- 
fort of your canſciences . oh bleſſed rhoſe that thus 
reccive the mercie of their God, Wherefore this 
wiſedome, to atraine the cure of our long feſtered 
ſoares of finne(ſometending to ſchiſme and faQion, 
ſome to athciſmeand profanneſle, but all grievouſly 
dangerous)the eternall Father impreſle within us, 
for the precious merits of his deare ſonne Chriſt 
Icſus. To whom with their moſt holy ſanQifying 
ſpirit, three perſonsand one indiviſible eſſence, 
beall praiſe, power and glorie, aſcri- 
bed, from this time forth 
for evermore, 


loun T0, 27. 
My ſheep doe beare my voyce, and I know them, 
and they follow me. 


| —_—— — 


RF Ec may ſee (Right Worſhipfull and 
well beloved in our Savionr Chriſt) in 


R «0 that the Tewes did _— about-our 
Saviour, demanding of him, how long 
hee would hold them-in ſuſpence; If thou art the 
Chriſt tell us plainely. A ſtrange demand, for this 
blefled Saviour had both bywordand worke plain- 
ly witneſſed that he was the Meſlizh : - therefore hee 
replies unto. them, I havetold you, and you belecve 
nor, the very wotkes which I doe; doereſtifie of me 
(chat I am the Chriſt) but' you beleeve not. And he 
ſhewes them thereaſon of this theirunbelecfe, for +1,,,,..- 
that they were none of his ſheep : that they were tion confide- 
none of his ſheep he proves —_— nd = 
My (beep heare my woyee, but yee heare not my vojee ; Lit. coffe 
therefore yte are not myſbeep. Or becauſe the propoſi- red as it is con- 


tion conlidered-inthe whole wordes is connexive, — 


my texte. pothericall, 
My ſbeep heare my woyce, and 1 know them, avd -— i54 MMC 
, E 3 they Te 


/ 
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they follow mo: but you heare not my uoyee, Ihnow not 
you , you follow nat me , therefore you are none of my 
cp. | 

briefly in this propoſition I confider threethings, 
as three (peciall markes of the true ſheep of Chriſt : 
g:4 Multum A ſubject urgently neceſlarie in 'theſe our times, 
(centtz þ'® whercin there is much ſcience, bur little conſcience, 
0 when the pallats of mahy bee growne fo ſtrange 
that thar onely yeeldes ſome kinde of relliſh, thar is 
admirable and furpaſsing ordinary capacitic ; for 
in this our wantonizingage, we dcale with ſermons 
as Gentlewomen with thcir fancie-flowers, we uſe 
them for ſhew, not for ſavour , for faſhion, not af- 
fetion: Andtherefore (like them) when the night 
of our wonted ſfinnesapproach, wee caſt downe all 
fragrant adminitionat our unhallowed heeles. Vr- 
gently neceſlarie is itthen, to diſcover the propertic 
of the truc ſheep of Chriſt, that wee may diſcerne 
them from the goates of theſe corrupted times : 
Conſider we therefore the three ſpeciall markes of 
the true ſheep of Chriſt , infolded within the com- 
paſſe of this Text: Audition, .Cognition, Pro- 
{ecution. Audition in the firſtbranch, 24y ſbeep heare 
brocecurionis PY Y9ygee: Cognition in the ſecond, and 7 know 
beretobera- £hem : Proſecution inthe laſt, and they follow mee. 
kia tae good And firſt forthe formoſt, Audition or Hearing, My 
part forth® = ſheep heare my voyce, thatis, ina fivefold manner; 
lovingof frequently , intelligently, humbly, delightfully, 
Cluiſt.. obediently. Firlt frequently , fo the true ſheep of 
Chriſt doe heare the voyce of Chriſt, notrarely, 

not ſcldome, nowandrhen for faſhion, but n 
every opportunity whenſoever it ſhall be delivered; 
not like thoſe in /obus Golpell of whomour Savi- 
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but yee will not come tome 


op deſcription of « (lwiftian” 5u 

oureomplaincs wi 5 Sham in0ds weft ms, Toe Coir byirh, x.s. - 
that foyee may have life : Rp 

but wee ſhould bee like vnto good Corxelizs inthe At10-;;. 

Adts of the Apoſtles, whotellsthe worthy Apoſtle 

Peter, that hee and his company were there preſent 

before God, to heare all things commanded him of 

God, that is, all things that hee ſhould then ſpeake, 

or the next day,or at any time during his abode with 

them. This was the worthy practice of thoſe Re- 

ligious converts, As. 2.46. who continued daily A%2.45: 

with one accord inthe Temple, that is, hearing the 

divine myſteries and holy truth propounded unto 

them. And this hath been the uſuall praQtice of the 

Saints of God, to be frequentin the hearing of the 

word of God; ſo frequent and fervent. that in re- 

eard of this, they ſcarce permitted themſelves time Mat.1 5. 33. 

ro ſtrengrhen their fainting bodies with corporeall 

ſuſtenance» And «<Mvgs/time ſpeaking of Antonius a 

man illiterate, ſaith that hee was ſo | ere in the once 

learning of the word of God, that he did, ſcriptaras ned,by fre- 

divines audiendo, memoriter tenere, by hearing re- T3 bearing, 


taine erin )in. memoric the holy ſcriptures : God, retained 
Whi 


orthy y ovornanye trueſheep of Chriſt itpertealy in 
duly inſider , Teproves the finiſter Mn _— 
many.in theſe our times, who are ſtrangely remiſle 
in theſe holy duties, who very ſeldome frequent 
the houſe of God; for many times may-Gods word 
bee ſounded forth, | but there are a fort thatwillnot 
aftord ſomuchas their preſence art it, as if they had 
no ſoulesto be ſaved, as if this were not the power 
of God to ſalvation, as ibthis were notthe onely 
ordinary meanesto brger- faith in'their ſoules, 'and 
to nana? ow them-in- lefus Chriſt ;\ in a word, as if 


there 


Mat.14. 


Rom. 1.16, 
Rom» 10-17. 
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there were no Heaven of happineſſe, nor Crowne 


- of immorrtallglorie forthe godly, nor Hell of mi- 


ſcrie, nor Gulfc of endleſſe torment for the wicked. 
But inthe meanetime underſtand we,that theſe con- 
temners of holy things, doc plainely ſhew they are 
no ſheep of Chriſt; for Chriſthimſelfe tells us, 7546 
hu ſheep doe heare bis woyce, that is, frequently upon 
all due opportunitic. Oh, whoſe ſheepare they then, 
that are thus carelefle or rather contempwous of 
Gods ſacred truth, who are ſo penurions inaffor- 
ding theirpreſence in the houſe of God? alas !rthcir 
fruit doth ſoonedeſcrie them, and gives great evi- 
dence that they arc of- Satans ſheep-fold ; for-he is 
a dcep contemner of. holy things, and: labours to 
worketheſame effetim all his adherents: oh that 
therefore theſe would conſider their eſtarcs, -is ita 
ſmall miſcrieto be a ficep of Sarans fold? oh, know 
wethat he isa dangerous andacruellenemie, a dan- 
grow enemic,- full-of fubriltie, for, 2s Bernard 
peakes, habet mille nocenai artes, he hath a thouſand 
cynaing waiestodoethee miſchiefc; yea,faith Hugo, 
naturam uninſcujuſque ſerutatar , ©: mae ſe applicat,, 
bi => hominem ad peccandum repirit,. he pries in- 
to. the nature of every one, and there applics his 


- bait, wherehe finds a man apteſtto (entertaine) a 


- 


Gen, 3. C. 
Toſh. 5,2 T- 
3.5am, 25. 36. 


 wickedneſle; for he comes not toevery one incve- 


ry kinde, buthce ſubtillyſorts himſelfero theincli- 
nation of all ; hec hath honour for Eve, hee-hath a 
wedge of Gold for 4chezx,he hath wine for-drunken 
Nabal, -hee hath bribes for Gehezs, avinyard for 
reedy Abb, a Dalilah for. Sampſon, and abagg 
or /ud4s , yea ſaith Gregorte, Diabolus uninſcujuſque 
mores reſpicit, cui vitio ſit propinquior, CF llud poris 
ant 


ec 
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ante faciem, the Divell notes the manners of every: 
one, to what vicc he is moſt prone, and that he pre 
ſents before him. Againe, hee is a crucll encmie, 
for whither tends all his travclls, all his plots, and 
cunning ſuggcſtions, all his intifing objects 2 alas ! 
utterly ro overthrowe thee, and to caſt thee into 
cendleſle miſerie : therefore ſaith Saint Peter, Hee rPer.s.s 
goeth about 4s 4 roaring Lion, ſeeking whom heemay 
devoure, He ſurpriſed our firſt parents in that ſacred ©**3*": 
place of Paradife : hee accuſed innocent /06 inthe, _ - 
very preſence of God : yea, hedurſt ſetupon Chriſt 
himſelfe, that Lion of the Tribe of Inda, endea- 
vouring, as acruell enemic, by all cunning utterly 
to ſupplant and overthrow them : for,as Gregor/e Matth-4.3; 
ſpeakes, malitiam arte palliat, hee covers his malice 
with (notable) cunning. Oh then, will any bee fo 
pernicious to reſt inthis miſeric ? will they be ſhec 
of this fold « oh how much rather ſhould they 
uſc all diligence to breake from'rhis grievous eſtate, 
and become frequent in the hcearing-of Chriſts 
voyce, to give ſome demonſtration, that they arc 
of his bleſſed fold ! far we heare Chriſts owne con- 
cluſion, My ſheep (ſaith hee) heare wy woyce, that is, 
frequently upon all due opportuniue. 

Secondly , the ſheepe of Chriſt doe heare the 
voyce of Chriſt Intelligencly, that is, withunder-1,, ,;,. 
ſtandingand knowledge, not like thoſe carnall Ca- 
pernaites in /ohxs Goſpell, who when our Saviour 
told themof thar great myſtcrie, the eating of his 
fleſh, and the drinking of his bloud, they dreamprt lohn6.ce; 
of acarnallandcorporeall cating thereof; therfore 
they Cry Out Sxanys Ry nr Gr 544 y@ nh Nremu Wany anbery, 
this isa hard ſpeech, who is able toabide it ? Soch 

Þ alſo 


49, 10 


John 4.26. 
John 16.1 z. 


J-Cor.z-15- 


Mat.1 3.11» 


tells us, That if wee ſay wee know God, andyet keepe 
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alſo were thoſe in the ſecond of /ohn, who required: 
a ſigne of our Saviour : To whomhe replicd, De- 
fro this Temple, and in three dayes I will raiſe it up 
ag4ine : but alas, they underſtood him not, he meant 
the corporecall Temple of his body, and they meant 
the matereall Temple of Teruſaſem : Therfore they 
reply, Forty fixe yeeres was this Temple a building, 
and wilt thou raiſe it up ataine inthree dayes 2 And 
ſuch are many in theſe times, they doe nor truly 
underſtand the word of God, but are apt to per- 
vertit andabuſe it, tothe deep diſhonour of God, 
and burthen of their owne ſoules, But thoſe that are 
the ſheep of Chriſt, they heare his voyce intelli- 
gently , with underſtanding and knowleege; for 
theſe, they are SNlzwrrn,they are taught of God, 
thatis, of the ſpirit of God, which teacheth them 
all things, as Saint 70h» ſpeakes, and leads them in- 
roall truth, that is, all truth neceſſary for ſalvation. 
Therefore the Apoſtle Paw! tells us, that he thatis 
ſpirituall -diſcernerh all things, that is, all things 
pertinent - mag happineſte. Hence it is that 
our Saviour,faith in Aathewes Goſpell to the af- 
feted with his ſpirit, To you it & given t0 know the 
myſteries of the Kingdome of Heaven, to you thatare 
inſpired with my ſpirit. From all which it is cleerc , 
that the true ſheep of Chriſt doc heare his voyce 
Intelligenly, with true underſtanding and know- 
ledge. And lect it bc here obſerved, that wee meane 
not a meere theoreticall, or bare hiſtoricall know- 
ledge, whichis inthe very Divells, and may bee of- 
ten found in ungodly men , but wee ſpeake of a 
knowledge praQticall, according to Saint /ohw, who 


uot” 
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put bis commandements, wee are liars, and the trath 


Bern. ſup,Cant. 
is not in 4, For thoſe then that ſeeke to know, onely —_— 


that they may know, orthat ſecke to know,that they rw qui (ie 
may bee knowne, or that ſeeke toknow , that they 72m <o ane 


tantum ut {c1- 


may pervert and abuſe Gods ſacred truth, and take anr,g wrpss 
his weapons to fight againſt himſclfe, theſe heare cvriovras eft; 


ſunc qui 


: . , & ; 
not the voyce of Chriſt Intelligently, with true (;re yolune, ue 
knowledge, but tothe diſhonour of God and pre- ſciantur ipt,g 
judiceof their owne ſoules, Therefore Gregorie Na+ oP monies | 


quiprolc. 


214u2en doth well conclude, Knowledec is the &o non eva. 


greateſt decorand ornament of life ; but (faith hee) 4c fublan- 
a . ""—" , hantem Saty+ 
if thou uſe it not well, it is the greateſt evill. It is icum:crice 


true that the Heathen man ſpeakes, All men by na- twm all ef, 


| : *, _ nil re ſcire, 
ture deſire to know : bur itis moſt ture that the A —_ 


poltle ſpeakes 5 ans £-ac7, Knowledge (if it be nor per,s4.r, 


watercd with the dewes of Gracc) is apt to putfe Noyjens Ls 
(men) up, and to tranſport them from all true rules ,:.— 


* 4a" 'I wn 2150 oy Cles 
of Pietie. Therefore the very Philoſopher worthi- i&, 
ly tells us, that the knowledge of divers things #5 


. pond" ” Tus yax0 5 v.45 
without practice, is nothingelſe, buras a ſword in e465. 


the handof a mad man. Briefly, for thoſe ſtupidi- 411.” primis 


by/. eerB, 
ous hearers, who , as-our Saviour ſpeakes, doe ſee m2 ,7 ao 
and yet perceive not, that heare and underſtand not, 53 va: 


whoſe hearts are waxcd fat in wickednefſe, whoſe "rs _ f- 
cares are dull of hearing, which doeas itwere winke ,,p., 1. 


with theireyes, leſt they ſhould fee with their eyes, 3 <p: _— 
and heare with their cares, and underſtand with From wenma 
their hearts, &c. for theſe, they are frozen in the cultura, & ho- 
6 6. eb : nefſtatis nil a« 
dreggs of their iniquitic , and doe plainely ſhew ven 


they are no ſheepof Chriſt; for the Text is cleere, on \ worry 
His ſheep doe heare his voce, that is, Imelligently, ou hominis 


withtrue underſtandingand knowledge. oo mw 
Thirdly, his ſheep doe heare his voyce humiliter, x@.6.9,0. 
F 2 hupbly 
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humbly, confeſing their ſinnes, and acknowledg- 
ing their tranſgreſsions ; for they know that to bee 
true that Sx/omon recordes, That hee that hides his 
ſinnes,ſhall not reſper, but hee that confeſſeth, and 
forſakes them, ſhall have mercie ; yeathey know that 
the promiſe of Gods mercie and fayour is limited 
with this condition, as Saint 7b» doth plainely wit- 
r.Tohn 1.9. nefle ; /f(faith he) wee acknowledge our ſinnes, he is 
faithfull and juſt to forgive our finnes : therefore no 
acknowledgement, no pardon. But faith C-ry/oftors, 
bryfo1. in pral, OPfe[410 reddit Dew propitium, confeſsion makes 
SPY Godto be mercifull . This the blefled Prophet Da- 
vid doth witneff unto us by his owne experience, 
bending his ſpeech unto God, 7 «cknow/edped my 
Plalzzſ- ſinnelaith he)eand thou forgaveſt the puniſhment there- 
Auguſt, of. Wherefore Auzuſtine gives worthy advice di- 
mitte Satanam, © teipſum accuſa, ut accuſatione tus 
veniam habeas, let Satan goe, and accuſe thy ſelfe, 
that by thy accuſation thou maieſt obtaine pardon , 
1.Cor.1n31+ forthe Apoſtle tells usplainely, if wee wonld judge 
' our ſphoes, we ſhould not be judged. Oh, faith Bernard 
juflicatus, & non judicandins, already judged, and not 
G!o7,Quando tO be judged: for as the Gloffe ſpeakes, When man * 
homo dtegit, diſcovers, God covers; but as- Augaſtine ſpeakes, 
eQzanto Whenman covers, then God diſcovers. As we may 
homotegit, ſce clearely in pernicious Cain, hee braved out his 
Deus denudat, {inne; when God asked him for his brother, hee in- 
ſolently replied, Am 1 my brothers keeper 2 Burt God 
dilcovcred his bloudy treacherie, tothe perperua!l 
Loſh.zaf. horror of his ſouleand conſcicnce. So ſacrilegious 
Achancunningly concealed his private thieft : but 
$5 God by lotr ; Anno him, to the utter ruine of 
him, and his whole family, It was calic with Gehaz# 


IF 


Prov.28.1;- 


Gen. 49+ 
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todeny hisſymonicall bribes, ſmoothly anſwering, 
Thy ſervant bath beene no where : but God diſcovers 
itto his Maſter E/z/bs,and makes himthe inſtrument 
to denounce a grievous ſcourge againſt him and his 

olteritie for ever. Hn4anias and Saphire may cloſe. Att x, 
ly conceale their Hypocriſte, they may boldly and 
impudently denie their private fraud : but God 
wil manifeſt ir, and by the mouth of his Apoſtle 

deprive them of all vitall power. And in theſe our 

times many ſuch may we behold,thar Fe farre from 
tharhumble hearing of Chriſts voyce, as intirely to 
acknowledge their ſinfies and tranſgreſsions, but 
arcapt to braue them out with a proud and anatro- 
gant counrenance - And therfore doe plainely ſhew, 
they arc farre from being the ſheepe of Chriſt ; 
for they doc humbly heare his voyce, acknowledg- 
ing and confeſsing their tranſgreſsions , yea the 
are apt mournfully ro cry out with the prodigall 


child, Father, wee have ſinned againſt Heaven and a+ 1,1 $18.16 
"$03 


gainſt Thee, and are no more worthy to be called thy 
children. Andindced when was itthat ſinfull Mary 
found peace to herſoule, but when ſhee kneeledar 
the feer of Chriſt, and powred forth evena flood of 


teares to waſh the feet of: Chriſt, and wipt them #744. 
-- with the haires of her head, therein _ 


confeſcing her ſine and her tranſgreſsion 2 whic| 
ſoinkindled compaſzion inthis bleſled Saviour,thar 
preſently he pronouncethto her a comfortable ab» 
{olution, Thy ſinnes are forgiven thee. 

Iftherefore we will be the ſheepe of Chriſt,wee 


muſt hearc his voyce humbly, truely andmournful- 
ly confeſsing our impicties : tor, ro brave ove ſinne, 
ortolay fomecolourupon it, is to aggravate nee, 

_— / ane - 
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| and make it greater : for, as Chr1/oſiome ſpeakes;, 
chry/oft malum eſt peccare,fſed gravins negare, aut indulgere, it 
isevill to finne,buritis a greater (evill) todenie it;or 
els indulge it by any colour whatſoever. For what ſfinne 
erearbata Iſo vile, thata wicked man may not lay ſome kinde 
wicked mas of colour upon it? The baſe drunkard may fay it 
EY lay fone - waScompaniethatinduced him to that foule pollu- 
uponit. tion: the ſfayage murtherer may inforce it was furic 
and choler that moved him to that horrid a&; the 
damaable ſwearer may {ay it was raſh inflamed paſ- 
fion that moved him to blaſpheme the name of 

God. 

The Adulterer may alledge,it was luſt and concu- 
piſcence that wasthe cauſe of his baſe wickedneſle : 
thegreedic infatiable worldling that proſecutes op- 
preſsion,and with the teeth of fraud,deccit,aud cru- 
eltic feeds upon living men ; how eaſily may he in- 
force that he doth it to maintaine his reputation,to 
ſuſtaine his charge, to leave large revennues to his 
poſteritic £ Burt alas, theſe are fooliſh excuſes, the 
fruits of old Adam, they doc not minuere but augere 
crimen,they doe not diminiſh bur increaſe the fault, 
and therefore are neverable'to ſtand the tryall of 
Gods piercing iudgement. Ohthenas the true ſheep 

| of Chriſt, heare his voyce humbly, entirely confel- 
AugNonerv- {ing thy tranſgreſsion : for, as Auſtine ſpeakes, waſt 
& erubekcis, thou notaſhamed tofinne ,andart thou aſhamed tro 

conficeri, = confeſlethy linne 2 oh letthis be farre from a Chri- 

ſtian hearr. 

Fourthly, asa fourth ſpeciall inſtance, the true 

of Chriſt doe heare the vayce of 'Chriſt de- 

lightfully : Oh tis a ioy & a pleaſure to their ſoules, 

no voyce fo welcome tothem ; they long —_ 

yY 
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they hunger and thirſt after ir, as Devid doth wit- y 1. 
neſſe of himſelfe, who being in baniſhment,and not 

ableto come to the houſe of God to heare his voice, 

he mournfully proclaimes, that as the Hart defired 

the water brookes, ſo his ſoule longed after God, 

yea (ſaith he) my ſoule is a thirſt for the living God, 

oh when ſhal I come toappeare before his preſence? 

And nomarvell, tor ( as Bernard ſpeakes) his words $7 —_—_ 
are ſweet unto grace, pleaſant untothe ſenſes, pro- tiaw, ſacunds 
found unto myſteries; yea , fairh the Pſalmiſt,they 24 enus, pro. 
are ſweeterthan honey and the honey combe: and geria, 
therefore concludes, they were dearer to him than Pal. rg. 
thouſands of goldand filver. Plal.2.19. 

And this tor ſpeciall reaſon : fortis a precions ,,,.:41 44 

treaſure,of adinirable force and power ; for by this Luke z. 14,15. 
mightie voyce, the voyce of Icſus Chriſt, the dead es z. 
wete raiſed,the dumb did ſpeak,the deafe did heare, ute __ 
and divels did depart , yea by this moſt powerfull 
voyce,the hardned hearts of men that raged againſt 

this bleſſed Chriſt, were ſo farre pierſt, that it did *®**:37- 
make them to cry out, Men and brethren, what ſhall 

we age? yea by this the darkned world, eclipſed with 

the clouds of finne, Gentiles in the fleſh, ſtrangers rpher.s: 
from the covenant of promiſe, without Godinthe | 
world , by this powerfull voyce are madeto beno Frbc1g3. 
more ſtrangers nor forreiners, butcirizens with the pptecz.19, 
Saints,and of the houſhold of God; no more darke- 
nefle bit light inthe Lord, even profeſſors of the 
Goſpell of Ieſtts Chriſt. Well therefore might the 
Apolſtte call this biefle4 yoyce the power of God to 


Epheſ. 5,8. 


Jatvation+well might deconclnde thatthis iSai#be-,, 


Worx nh 46, 
ly voxce, mightie in opt44tion , ſharper than any two- _- 


eagea ſword, entering thorow ,even' to the dividing 4- Heb 4.12. 
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Sunder of the ſoule and the ſpirit. In a word, well ma 
the ſh?epe of Chriſt delight in this voyce, for itdot 

enrich their ſoules with incomparable happineſle, 
true pencepcs with mournfull tcares to condole 
their finnes and their rin ooo » Now ( ſaith 
thryſ Lachris Chryſoſlome ) teares are the ſponges of ſinne, to waſh 
mz ſunt ſpon- them and purge them (cleane away): It doth enrich 
gia peccarori+ them with true faith to apprehend Chriſt Icſus, by 
Rom.1o.r7. Whichthey aremade one with him, the myſtical bo. 
Ioh-17,222 dicof that my ſticall head, and therefore heyres and. 
FSorr2-37:  co-heyres of his eternall kingdome. Hence it is thar 
Koheſ.4.1 + the worthy Prophet doth concluderthem to be bleſ- 
Epheſ.y.23- ſedthatliveinthc houſe ofthe Lord, to be partakers 
Rom.8.17- ofthis heavenly voyce, Bleſſed (faith he) are they that 
Pal.84.4 —Awellin thy houſe,they willever praiſe thee, Yea, hence 
was itthat it was ſuch a ſpeciall toy to his ſouleto 
heare any ſpeake of recourling tothoſe holy places, 
as himſclfe doth plainly witnelſe, 7 reioyeed when 
Plal.n32-I,2* rhey ſaid wnto me,we willgoe wnto the houſe of the Lord: 
oxr feet ſhall land in thy Courts O teruſalem. O wor- 

why affeQion prudently directed : for, as Auguſtine 

Auz:inſelig, {peakes, in this voyce there is a divine ſweetneſle, 
Dirinadulcedo which] takes away all the preſent birternefle of the 

' q"z omne®  Worldaall contemprsand diſdaines, all diſtrefles and 
{undi amari- affliions, & fills the ſoule with ſuch a ſecret inward 
eudinemrollit. confolation,thatit makes it conclude with the Apo- 
Roms.ig, chat be affictions of this life are not worthy of the 
"*  foyesthatſhall berevealed: yea it ſoaſlures it, that it 
Rom,8.z8,;9. Makes itable to ſay , that neyther death, nor life, nor 
Angels, nor Principalities, wor pawers, wor things pre- 

ſent or things to come, nor height nor depth,nor any #- 

ther ed be able toſeparate it from the love of 

God which t in Chriſt Teſs . For this heavenly ors 


-ſay. with wicked Pharo 


mY eo. 
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the pledge of Gods favour, the anchor of the faith- 
fulljtisſo'faftned co their ſoules by the ſtrength” of 


Gods ſpirit,thar (as BerwerdſpeakesYitisnot broken ,,, 


off by any —y m__ age,by the intercourſe 
of things, by the change of times; btiefly;not by 
death .it ſelfe , but ſhall-reſt as a ſure comfort and 
conſolation upon.-the foule forever. Oh therefore, 


a5thePropber 1Efy ſpeakes, how bewtifull are the £6527. 


fectof thoſe that declare: andpubliſh this mefijge - 
unto-the mounraines !tharis,to the ſheep of Chrift, 
w hoſe affeRioos are lifted vp from the dirtie val- 
lies,and loathſome puddles of terrene things,tode- 
lightin the voyceof leſus Chrift +palping afterthe 
comforts thereofas the withered mountames doaf- 
ter theſhowres of heaven, How bewrtifull are the 
yerie feete of theſe to thoſe 2. for A gs true 
ſheepeof Chriſt,are in love with his bleſſe&yoyce, 
andtherefore'become indeared to the' very pro- 
pounders of thismeſlage. Wo then tothe conten 

tible hearers of Chriſts voyce,that heareit with diſ- | 
dainfullcares and loathing affeQions, that ſeemero 


ſhould heare his woyce ? 

 Woagaine to the: dull and drowſie ercatures, 
thoſe dead-hcanedhearers, that flugge- avid'{Itepe 
when this ſacred voyce is pr ded: Oh,wot to 
theſe ; forthey have: no- pleaſure inthis meſſage, tis 
not welcometo their ſoules, bur loathſome to their 
afle\Riqns., » Burlepcheſe know, yea even allrhe yn- 
hallowed brood tharhave no tafte norralliſhinthe 
voyce of Chriſt zlet all theſe know; that they areno 
ſheepe of-Chriſt, nay , that the veric enemics of 
Chuſt tharwarcſent-to — doiedece, 


. 7 
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ow the Lord, that Owee) od jrae 1 
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kaiGupinudgment againſithetifor wnipla the 
mes its yoyee were (o Fare affefted;that 
oh uk oh ge manſpakelite this man, 
F ore nn yet anie 
compunaionso ,nithwatohid 1/(argD3ſcire 
202 anno dligert.; ::iLcarne:not Rilo 
that- you, inay Jogrge: to:lovey!:learne not xo love 
11 the hardnaſſeofyouribcerts,aqtl thefrowprdriefe of 
3B Y S450 ylearne toi lavethetblef 
yoyss otlgſusi wr Thuswe araryorss te 
Chriſt gehieapohs yoyceDclgthttully. 
a'Laf Nur eycheave His yoyce/Obedicadlyi,es deſi 
$8500 6 © yay «(peverbecnjoynos : ohthis;risthe 
wergll togth of aChriſtian.coafolation, 
not A $hecaſe with.fefhand:blaud;nortco di- 
ſpurc che cale wihGod,bur ablequioully ro obey 
th Bos heicammandsy dar: 648, thoiPropher $4 
__—__ wiczndlle) viedjande a driver has 
Sam, 1 5-22: [ecrifcegpdrabartes ;thar 15, to-the vayce of zhe 
Lordyt is better then rhe fat of Kanter. Olrthis;tis 
a; which God dork deeply deſires. 0h claiththes 
patents: 7 (46 46, pp eep!t would hav hrarknedrs.my race ;'oh 
at Iſrael would have walked int wy yes; Andin 
the o of Deuteranomid We may (ccir: clecr, where 
Deut-5-29- Goddath carnefily; CR Wes & facks 
beaky eigen 90 we keegericonmandenentis 
Exech.33.11. # Iwayes. A AdinFa »I'F« ontiomifpedieliyhe 
is affcateg to obedience; fiee;dorh ſeriomtly proteſt, 
charag he lives hoe dash.notdobre thit deattuofrhe 
wicked ;| and ahextthiqne: vohement] 
Luke 19.42. T FRE $09 Oſram par twill waged; Toby wil 
Jauperija hoe of. /ract+? But moſi'cheere is this 
from gun. $aylouggauele with [rafalemywhbre he 
il. i WCeps 
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a eps bverte! here het elyeobhi coticernin: $ir,ON 
if _ mol __ Thel lag int Yhy diy eheſ, Luke 19.42, 
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figoeb Re 0his wilt; the Lord ſhea ; and 
NG = 
yl POR was 5 AR &r og 


God che Hand of >42raham, and Abra- Gene32.2, 
chr Loh tit futyayed 4t With: 1 cat 
if * with Gc tat: 
(Cade? what my Hy [Emic; theTo 
Re er None ed [66d6; in WONT 4 
tibtts (outdbe blefſed'e andamt ol@ uti io cb, 
n penerare Cake IS Sara ſo a aged ſhc hat the 
Cette 


prove Coy ics frallBecortic SFlþ 
the' Lord eninge HiChe's: 


TR Which 366% pleaſin 0s LOT] He 
C3): ooh dherht j7 Gen: 22-26, 17 
or FIB2 0) 30h; ine te Je TT "rhe b. 2 


ont wil rt Ry , thy he arr #7 of /'s 
f | 44 =, Ty Ley eff 


ZR 


OH YL DAL Gi, Gift J3 = oO ir 
eis-Hothinp lo : b Ho of Pon Ra 
wee! St pl Orig, Os 


Of OTE Bo 
«11 'Fhat 71h el Pals: T, 


etinns-. 


t < hp ff 
Saint 


44 The deſcription of a Chriſtian, 
Saint John ſaith, ſhall inherite all things, all the 
joyes,all the comforts of Gods eternall kingdome. 
Therefore the ſhcepe of Chriſt are induſtrious to 
heare the voyce of Chriſt, with true obedience, with 
readie hearts to doe that which the Lordimpoſeth. 
The ſinnes of profits and the ſinnes of pleaſure, the 
Lord callsthem from them,therefore they abandon 
them : the workes of pictieandremorſcfull charitic, 
the Lord invites themuaro rhem,andrhey willingly. 
obey, his heavenly voyce,cſteeming nothing ſo dear . 
as obcdience to this bleſſed Sayiour, deſiring to re- 
figogemſelves wholly. to his. good will and plas, 
ſare; that.as he ſaith unto them, Seeke ye my face, fo. 
PGl7.8,  thtirſoulesdocaniwer,7hy face Lord will we ſceke_, 
even in humble obedicnce all the dayes, of ous 
ne Fu OTE A 
Forthoſe then who'notwithſtanding any voyce 
of Chriſt,are pleaſed tro makethe world their God, 
and pleaſure tg be;their ſoules delight; for thoſe, 
. whom we may clecly fee. by their baſe practices to. 
be as alienate from Picty.as prophane £/av, tobeas. 
remorſeleſſeas churliſh Va44/,ro be as cruel as thoſe 
wicked ones in the cighth of Ames, that did long to 
Amos 3.5;6: haye the*new Moone paſt, and the Sabbathtobee 
gone,that they might grinde' the faces of the poore, 
' "0 fell the diſtreſſed for filver, and the beads for 
ſhoes : ina word, far thoſe; who-make religion a 
. cloke fortheir private fraudes and cnnning opp! eſ- 
© fions, for thole whe coatenit theta(elyes WI 2. 
.. neere verball profeſsion, without atiy ſincere pra- 
Rice itt cotverſation ; oh know. wee that theſc are. 
none of the ſheepe of Chriſt .: for his ſheep 


ave He voce eget, copeyeucn 
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Thedoſcriptionof «(briflian; 


the whatſoever the Lotd preſcribes Nay ,knowwee 
me. that the wrathof God is imminent” over theſe: for 
5 £0 as obedience is a pleaſing ſacrifice, fo diſobedience, 
zath olrtis 0 agen + why tho wrathof 
th. - God. Will 44 aw threto diſobey t oh no priviledge | 
the ſhall ſerve his rurbe;God will preſently throw him ©5353: 
Jon out of Paradiſe. Will Sodomeand Gomorrah PICrce Gen,19-24: 
tic, the heavens with their crying finnesr oh khow,the 

y. heavens wil ſoone pierce them wich ſhowers of fire, 
car. to deſtroy and burne them from the face of the 
re- carth : yea,ifthe wholeworld will conſpire againſt 
leas, God.andrebell againſt his ſacred Maieſtie; he wilt, 
fo ſwallow them all up with a generall delugeand will 
CY, | only ſhew mercieto obedient Noah and lus family : Gen.,7-31,22; 
our Ohthenas the true ſheepe of Chriſt hcare- wee the 
Ag voyce of Chriſt obediently, with willing hearts to ©**7"* 
yce dacthat which: he enJoynes. WOT OTE 1 244.7 
od, -And:thus wee have here the ſpeciall markes of: 
oſe: thoſe that belong to the blefled fold of Chriſt Te-/ 
$to. ſus;they heare his voyce Frequently ,Torelligently,. 
eas. Humbly,Delighefully, and Obediently't what now» 
oſe ' remaines 5. Will we demonſtratethar we-are of thar 

to bleſſed number, ſheepe of that facred fold © © then ' 

@ abandon wee all prophaneneflc;- all. meere'verball - 
= | ons 

r ogtumgand cxed + $1 

n a rebellion againſt:God: and violent cruckiengaiaſ | 
reſ- _ rygen,ourpronenes todeyoure ourfellowereatures, :. 
F/ | _ tomake no queſtion ta ſwenreand forfrearctoin- + 
re lge avtelaes oreveage our pricey, 
are. for tis Gads'owne injundtion, x5 NIP YL chabbanah + 


doe. "i Npm-7hos ſhalt: yot aufwe ot ae 
dos $4inft hy neg bbatr i: Abandon w fore: Hbed (cheker,. - 
ao] wa: * # baſe - 
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46, Thedeſctiytionofia CulſtianiC 
baſeaffeRions; andhearewee the toyte of Qhrilt/ 
wih all dye frequency: with underſtanding hearts; 
with;humble afteRians, with fervent —_ as the: 
vegHjoy of qurſoues;podaetheſuumeo ores 
intite,obedignct, $oadfott, dot whasthel Lotdino 
Jjoyats, reſigningour wills to bis bleſſed ith;bory 

_ faxourconditionin this life, and our crernall happi- 
neficin the liketo como? For our condition/inthis 
life;rokeepus:freefromal] unlaw tull deligrnments,' 

Iob 7. 20. frontall ungodly coutſes;. for-as:/ob fpeakes, hee is: 
aetſer haadam, _ Aron wo yea, os Pro- 
47:1peakes { Weeate: Wiittenuponthe:palmes) 

- off; his hands: iovtiwalls arcever an bis fgtir vehgres! 
foreheconcludesby hisAfoſtle, rhathewitltieyer) 

Heb. 12459 fajle us/thathhtewill heverforſakeus:Refigne iwee) 
than ous wills ro.his bleſledwill dvcnifor varcſtazer 

in this life. Againe, for qametetnallhappiheſſegohar 

tee will nevet:takehisholy ſpirit fronzus,: tharkee 

PIs will breaks the ppwer of the grave :tisliis own pro: 
eph1lem hes1 miſe be a2 < SIRvInyar gl Lyyull kt 

miiad 6: framhtagpand;ofithe/gravc, Oh doch Fol beerk} 7 

death, obgrave twilhberhy defiuttton (and with being : 

themcoableſkdkingdome. Our Saviour himElte ! 

Luke 12, 2 ww Ie  —_—" 

3 Plegſnreteprve mus hehingeome;uhanterndtiogs] 

Joie fortves Heonltzefore) thatliboirsrg frame! 

hi liter this preſcribed parhiof intire:obodiencey! 

thex@ynorve /andioonat a:chriſtiawprafeſiong! 

as his pinivety dborcviiaaitltc wbeocthefhcepoot? 

- ds herhatibe fixes! 

1, |. 1:4, 6 $Ebecgompaſtabbut withmorcicointbislife} ande! 
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=_yY gy FAM, 
thou compaſſeſt my paths, andamyplging 
accuſtomed to all my weies;, there 55. not. omerd 6 in my 


zongue, but lye. thay dnoweſt it-wholly b Para. This 


is 48 5ackvowled ent, 74m lookefhnarntwly unto © 13. 37 
my patbes; o d againe; 7how numbreſt my Peps, Tob 1416.17 


aud dogſt;not delay my finnes, mine iniquitie 55 ſealed 


*þ 41/466 jag: fs if hedhould ay, opreſeneivitums * * - 


thy Majeſtie,as things.that are uſed to-bekepruader 
ſcale; Andi Ag ; ne theobfcrvati- 
on of fione even in- the ſheep of his ownefould 

is the-canfelvioo.of the whale-Ghwrhol7 hes: ba 


ſet qur, imiguitier $oforeyhtt, A oteapchaewed Arn oc 


the light of thy countenance. M 


any placesmight, bee 


. alledgedtq like purpoſe, burtheſ may be leficien 
| tg; any y Joby avres ulpcquilifed wh with grace; to 


ſhewrhat Chriſt doth.knowhis ſheep obſervatively, 


1 marking all their ſteps-and-paſlages, even'their - « 
finnes andtheir trangreiSions, As for that errqurlo . 
repre {arr Godcanno + 


dperſon; it PINE... —_ 


ng 


aloof pt, and worthy to. 
FTRS| of all rrue chriſtian hearts ; for = _ 


putatidn of Chriſtstighteouſneſſe is not (asit is d- 
vulg<g) 


all their ſteps and paſſages, bee 

Fi Ns hat gaty £197 Dhisthe'proaphas David P4120 $34 

poſes waznefle, Thoudnowelt my fitting and - 
tunderſtandeſt mythoughts afarre off, 
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38 Theleſeriptionof « Criſtian” 
vulged)a'teall "making of 'the creature righteous? 
as'if hee were righteous ſubjeRively, and not rela- 
tively, for foto hold; is 69 _ anorable _ 
| piſme'; Tmpuration being ant externeatandout 
of rr oe Sis; in repard of rhe ape, dis oh 
and the:fore it iternall arid within us,” not materially, but formal- 
Fn ein 1 $89 farre fortl}as itis apprehetided by faith, and fo 
ache juſtified applied-utitothe ſoule and conſciente, ang there- 
notwithſtaa- fgre'cannotbeareallor material making (which'is 
ns Le) _ juſtification)butreputing of. the creature righteous, 
ob puniſh hich is onrJuſtification. And thus we ſee how firſt 
them for heir Chriſt maybe ſaidtoknow his ſheepe,, 

Scriprures © Secondly,he knowesthetti preſexvarively,and that 
plainly wienes,jnternally,& externally © Firſt ifiternally to preſerve 
ar ng om them from the fury and violence of finne; oh elſe 
not vindica- how ſoone would finne extirpe and roote our all 
tively. And grace from'their ſoules* bur this bleſſed 'Saviour 
bony nr eg preſerves them, and keepes downe rhe vislence of 
eharthey will {inne,continually nouriſhing inthem faith and obe- 
nothare che -dience, Hetice it comes, that though grievous di- 
areimpoſed ,, ſertions dooft-timesalllict the very-ſheep of Chriſt 
upon Gods yereheirfairhnever totally failes, ine never comes 
Sled puniſh. TO haveplenall domination': for, as the Prophet 7e- 

ents * herein yezwy ſpeakes;the Lord hath writren his lawes upon 
they ( arleall) 14 eirhearts; and; as the ſame Prophet ſpeakes, hath 


. much forget 


i ; 

themſelves ; for they ſetketo away the gre from the /þr1 ies, for the word prone 
is the genaw,and celpeBts any icon whatlovyer : CerreBaeh the ſpecies or determi. 
nate kinde,ſhewing it is a puniſhment for amendment,and to bring to. Chriſt.5o 
in like maner revenge may betaid to be the ſproies of the puniſtment inflited upon the 
. pcrtinacious wickcdgas proceeding wholly from the wrath of God againſt their ſinnes, 
aw it iza cleere rule chat the gen and che /pecies have 2 mutuall relation, that that 
which may be ſpoken of the 6ne may be ſpoken of the other,andtherefore the correRi- 
ons impoſed upbn Gbds thildren may.cruly be called puniſhments. N this diſtin« 
Qion or differenceefthe ſpecies rake away or deſtroythewnitie of the gruge, az it s 0b- 
iced, for theſe rules are <leare,that detinthro ſpecierim non colis wailarem genern: againe, 

perficityr genus deter mmationrop poſit erm Hfferentiarum, a c 
SEA 0 


ve deſcription of a ( brifuan, | 
'{ſoputhis feare in their hearts, that they ſhall not de. 


us't part from him, that is, totally and altogether( asaf- 
ela- terward I ſhall more cleerely ſhew ) wherefore the 
Of ſheepe of Chriſt may well ſay with bleſled David, 
Court P/al.23.The Lord is our Shepheard,he reſtoreth our 
o ſoule,alas our ſliding ſoule,& leades us inthe paths 
mal- of righteouſnes,even for his Names ſake. Thus firſt 
d fo hes lnowe them preſervatively internally, to keep 
CTC» them from the fury of (in. Secondly, heknows them 
ch'ts preſervatively externally, to keepthem fro ther 
*0US, of Satan & his wicked complices,who if they mighe 
firſt be left unto their ſwinge, how ſoon would they root 

out the godly from the face of the earth? for (as the 
that Pſalmiſt faith) the wicked doth watch the righteous to 
ſerve ſlay him.Oh how did wicked /ezabell lyein waite to 
1 elſe deſtroy the fervent zelous ſervant of God Elzah ? 
t all how did cruell Sz/ plot and praQtife againſt inno- 
YIOUT cent David ? nay,the wickedand ungodly who love 
cc ot not each other, yet theſe(as we often ſee) canbe con- 
| obe- tentto joyne hands together to conſpirea miſchiefe , ,,.. 13.12; 
us di- gainſt the righteous : Pilate and Herod will bee 4ug.in 2/4.36 
brit icends together to ſupplant Chriſt Ieſus . This is - OI 
omes that which Auga#ize ſpeakes, The wicked-can hard- 1181s fer. 
et Je- ly abide onean other, 8c. bur, ſaith hee, thenthey wnc aucm @- 
- roy agree together, when they conſpire to deſtroy the (eu. 
,hath odly, not for that they themſelves love onean o. perniciemiufts 
BP - wn, but for that they both hate him whom they — = 
kei. 56 oughr to love. Bur letthis bee the comfarr of the ,q4nofed quia 
pon the odly, that their bleſſed Saviour Chriſt Ieſus hath-cum _- 
ns f for their defenſe, and will ſtand for theirde- 7 
borer fenſe for ever. For wry yore p Chriſt may Pal. ws 
F _ well ſay, They have oft en affiictea me from my youth, ; 
nt cb thy heve often offilted mee fra wy jth; but they 


50 The deſcription of a Chriſtian; 
could not vprevaile a2ainſt me. The plowers plowed upon 
my back, and made long furrowes : but the righteous 
Lord hath cut the cordes of the wicked, For it is cleerly 
true, that-wany are the troubles of the righteous,but the 
Lord delivereth them out of all : he will not leave them 
Pol.z:.2;- futhebands(of thewicked)that is, wholly & altoge-- 
ther, but will ſo preſerve them, that he wil givethem - 
happy deliverances herc,or tranſlatethem, where all. 
Rev-21.4 tears ſhalbe wiped from their eyes, where there ſhal- 
cor.r.28, be no more mourning norlamentation, but God hal 
PGl.:61;. beallinall: beforewhoſeface theres fulnes of joyes 
for cver.Thus we ſee that Chriſt knowes his ſheepe- 
preſervatively,to keepe them both from the furie of 
{in,6: the rage of Satan; 8 all his pernicious c6plices. 
Notthatthe Thirdly, he doth know them remiſsively, that is, 
nootelgaed to forgive and pardon all their fins and theirtran(- 
Gve by proper greſsions.. Oh. this-is the ſpeciall happincſle of a 
ſpeaking,but Chriſtian condition ; for, how grievous. a thing is, 
in regar4 of G - is fo 1 he.C d. 
effefts. inne* it ſeparates betweene the-Creator and the 
Kſa,59-24 _ Creature. For one ſinne, and that but in thought; the; 
Gen.z.1y, Angells were caſt out of Heaven. For finne Adam. 
Gen.) was thrown out of Paradiſe. For ſin the old world 
Gea.18.39,—yyas drowned, and thoſe flouriſhing cities Sodom 
Det.19.23- and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboim were conſu- 
med with fire from Heaven. Oh faies the Prophet 
Lan3-39 Jeremie Wherefore is the living man ſorronfull? man: 
h ſaffereth for his ſinne : yea,{0 grievous athing is ſipne, 
that when once the greatneſle of it is diſcerned, and 
the dcepneſle of Gods judgements againft-irt ; oh 
how itterrifies the ſoule ! It made Caz# to cry our, 
©, Myſcnneis greater than _—_— It made /s-. 
' ,, 44:t0 lay violent hands upon himſelfe , yea itſome- 
- times ſtrickes no ſmall terror into the very __ "x 
5 4 Od, 


Pal. 34- I 9, 
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God. It made David to cry out , Adine iniquities ppy. 

are gone over my head, and are 44 a waightie burthen, 

cl for me to beare, We ſce when that innocent 

lambe- Chriſt Teſus did beare the burthen of our 

ſinnes, oh howthey plunged him. ! they made him M**538. 

mournfully complaine, 'My/oule i heauy(round 4- niechuntd; 

bout)unts the death : they. made him grovell upon 

the carth ,- they made him diſtill-downe ſweat like 9*:6-39+ 

drops of blood, and at lengthtocry out, 24y God r1....,, 

my Gol,: why baſt thou forſaken-me ? Oh then how 
rieVOusa wy is ſinne * how: happy arethey that Mar 27. 46. 

Bn the remiſsion and pardonthereof 2 that well 

might David (ay, Bleſſed i the man whoſe iniquitie is Plal zz. 

forgiven, whoſe ſinne u covered; that is, from: the re- 

venging eye of Gods juſtice. Oh bleſſed theſe, for 

they hayegreat peace of conſcience, aſſurance that rom.,...s, 

Godistheir loving Father, aſſurance that they are 

coheires with Chriſt of his glorious kingdome , Heb.g. r4. 

bleſſedthereforeare theſe, Hence it is that the A- 

poſtle Pas/ doth yrnce our whole juſtification in this 

ſpeciall point, Remiſsion of ſinnes, the privative 

forme thereof . From all which it is cleere, that the 

bleſledneſſe of a Chriſtian doth not conſiſt in this, Rom.4 7. 

that hee hath noſinne, orthat God cannot ſee any 

ſinne in him, but inthis, that his ſinnes are pardo- 

ned, andnot imputed to him for the precious merits 

and fatisfation of leſus Chriſt : and therefore 

when theſe doe at any time through frailtie and 

weakeneſſe fall into any ſinne, God doth puniſh 

theſe onely correQively, to amend them, and bring 

them home to himſelfe, not vindictively, ro con- 

demne them for their ſinnes, for there 15 no c0m+ Rom8.1; 

demmation to them that ave in Chriſt 1eſus. And thus 

H 2 we 
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Rom,8.17. 
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Mat.7.16, 


52 Thedeſcriptionof a(briftian; 
we ſee that Chriſt doth know his ſheep remiſsively, 
to pardon and forgive their iniquities, 
ComeInowunto the third generall, Proſecution, 
and they follow him. that is , in a threefold manner : 
willingly, patiently, perſeveringly. Firſt willingly, 
not mercenarily for temporall reſpeds : ſothe car- 
nall may ſometime follow Chriſt.. Our Saviour - 
himſelfe doth witnefſle it of thoſe that followed 
him from Galile to Capernaum, Ter /eehe mee, ſaid 
Chriſt, not becauſe ye ſaw the miracles, but becauſe 
ate of the leaves, and were filled, This is that, for 
which God doth tax thoſe rebellious ones in the 
propheſie.of Hoſes, who aſſembled themſelves for 
corne and wine, that they might have plenty in 
thoſe things ; but otherwaies were rebellious a- 
gainſt God, and had no affetionto his Majeſtic. A- 
aine,others there are that follow Chriſt, not wik 
ſ.ngly becauſe they have hearts bent unto Chriſt, 
to praQiſe that which he injoynes, but diffembling- 
ly, for ſhew ſake, becauſethey would be accounted 
religious : But as our Saviour Chriſt ſpeakes, Tee 
ſhall know them by their fruites; for obſerve them, 
and yee ſhallclecrely ſee, that all theirreligion con- 
ſiſts in theeare. and inthe tongue, Theſe heare as oft 
as any, they will ſpeak as freely of the word as any ; 
but for holy practice, the workes of pietic, and re- 
morlſefull charitie, the evidenceof atruc and live- 
ly faith, oh, none ſo barrenas theſe; but under this 
maske of coloured religion, youſhall have them to 
drinke deep in the ſinke of wickedneſle, to make no 
queſtion to lic for gaine, to deceive forprofit, 16 
oppreſle and gripe with adevouring hand whatſoc- 
ver comes neere them, yea, though they bee holy 
things, | 


The deſcription of «Chriſtian $3 


things, ſuch as God hath ſequeſtredto himſelfe for 


the promoting of his worſhip, and dothconclude it 
robce an abomination todevourethem z yet theſe, 
theſe make no queſtion to- fwallow up,and Viper- 
like to wound & deſtroy their own Mother. Which 
plainely ſhewes , they are. abortive Impes, and 


Prov.a0-35; 


never truely begotten. -Butwhatſhould 1 fpeake'of 


this cauſe « oh how miſerable is the ſtate of the 
Church in this behalfe © Rent by Schiſmariques, 
wounded by Atheiſts, picrſt by Hypocrites, de- 
voured by Cuſtomes, confronted by every -wran» 
gling Spirit, who like che Edomtes toexaſperatethe 
'Babilonians crucltic,ſcem tocry out, Downe with it, 


down with it,cven to the foundation theref. Alas, to pri j+1.y; 


torture bleſſed Chriſt Pilate & Herod wilbe friends, 


to wound the holy church, andto ſupplant Gods ſa- Luke 23.12. 


cred worſhip, thoſe meager Coridons,that love not 


Gen. 34-2 5- 


cach other, will yer lincke together like Simeon and Gen.49-5- 


Levi,brethren in miſchiefe... 
Whereforeto palle by this particular, which fiads 
fo few to take compaſsion upon it,though it mourn- 


fully cry out, Heve ye noregard all yee that paſſe by this Lam. 214: 
y & yee Fo J 


c 
way ? behold and ſee if there be any ſorrow like untomy 


ſorrow , to palle by this grievous. miſerie ;to regard 


whichall cares ſeemeto be deafe ; all eyes to bee 
blinde,all tongues to be lilent, all hands tobe claſpr, 
all hearts to be hardned, and to returne againe unto 
thoſe diſlembling followers of Chriſt,no (mall cne- 
mies in. this kinde,to whom.it is common topreſle 
great labours from the Preacher, bur if hee touch 
them intheir temporals, and expe his due from 
them,oh then they cry out Tolle, away withhim,ghce 


.s no-manfor us ; for theſe follow Chriſt meerely 
H3. far-- 
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for private reſpeRs,to be talkers and nodoers : for 
if Chriſt required practice, and would rather have 
them to ſell that they have , than chariticſhouldbee 
-wanting,orthediſtreſſed unrelieved, or Gods wor- 
ſhip ſuppreſled,then like that yongue man in Mat- 
Mat.19.2zz. thewes Goſpell they bid a farewell to Chriſt. 'For 
theſe be likethar figg-cree that Chriſt did curſe, they 
Ma.21.19. [havegoodly leaves, butalas nothing bur leaves. If 
Chriltbe ahungred and ſceke for fruit from theſe, 
-he ſhall be ſure ro finde none at all. Thus wee ſee 
there be ſomerhar follow Chriſt,bur not willingly, 
bur mercenarily ; not willingly but diſſemblingly, 
for ſhew not for ſabſtance. 

Laſtly, others there bee that follow Chriſt , not 
willingly but conſtrainedly , as proyokt thereunto 
by the revenging hand of Got. This made Pharath 
tocry out, The Lords righteous,but I and my people are 

Kxod.g.z7, Wicked; andro be fo farre obſequious whit e pre- 
ſent-to conſent to let the people goe. This made 
.corrupt Ba/aawin ſtead of curſing to bleſſethe peo- 
Numb.23-5,9. le of the Lord.” This made wicked _th4bto huin- 
ble himſelfe in ſack-cloth before this mightie God. 
And we may ſee by experience, that this makes un- 
godly perſons foto follow Chriſt as to intreat mer- 
cie and favourat his hands, when God doth execute 
| his juſtice upon them: : yea; this at length ſhall make 
Phi-2.1%17- themoſtſtubborne and rebellious ſpirits to bow at 
the name of Ieſus,: and to confeſle him to bee the 
Lord,unto thegloric of God the Father. But,as our 
* Thr is. Saviour himſelfe doth wirneſſe,not everic one that 
»erficiallyor Jaith unto him *Lord, Lord,ſhall enter into the king- 
conſtcainedly. dome of heaven, but he that doth the will of his fa- 
Mat-72& her which is-in heaven. Thereforethe-true _— 
0 


r,King.21,27+ 
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of Chriſt doe follow him willingly, with readie 
hearts, and inclinde affeRionsto doewhatſoever he 
injoynes.: And thus wee fce the. ſcope of rhe firſt 
point, how the ſheepe' of Chriſt doe follow him; 
namely;willingly.: - 

Secondly, they doe follow him- patiently, nor 
murmuring,not repining-atthe aſfliions'which be- 
fallrheminthe profeſsion of the Goſpell: for they 
remember that Chriſt himſecife doth witneſſe,that if | 
any will follow him, they muſt torſake themſelves, 2161+ 
and take up theircroſle and follow him : yea, the 

' know that he hath lefr it as a legacicunro his chil. 

dren,that in him they ſhall have peace, but in the 
worlda{flition. 1n him a bleſſed peace, thepeace of 
conſcience in this life, and-rhe peace of gloriein 
the life rocome. The incomparable folace whereof, 
is ſo ingraven upon their hearts by the ſpirit of 
God, that they with cheerfull patience undergoe 
all the ſtormes that Satan and his confederates cart 
afford, chayy rather (with blefled Moſes) to ſaffer 
adverſitie, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſinne for a ſea- 
ſon : eſteeming the rebuke of Chriſt greater riches than 
all the treaſures of (the) Epypt (of thi. world)” ſor” 
they have reſpetiuntothe recompence of the reward :tons.1s; 
which makes them to conclude,that the efflidtions of 

this life are not worthy of the jayes that ſbalb beereves-' 

led: but. that, as:the ſame Apoſtle ſpeakes, their \.cor.r;; 1 

lizht affliction which i but for u moment, (ball cauſe- 

ute them afarre more excellint,and an ternal weinht 
of Glorie, Therefore ourSaviour Chriſt doth ris 

ly lay this charge upon his-ſervants; by paticticeto Luke 21.15. 

polleſſe their ſoules: for;as the Apoſtle beakes,The "mi | 

wrath of man doth not accompliſh the righteouſueſſe 4 YR 
{12s Goa, - 


Toh.16.z 3; 


Heb,r2,25,26 


ere RR _=_z 
GH 
. 
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1 God, Thereforethe holy Ghoſt commands, Keepe 
_ filence tothe Lord: oh murmurc nor againſt thoſe 
Pll37-7* things whichthe Lord doth ſuffer to bee impoſed ; 
lob 1.21 - but indure them with an equall minde. This was 

obs wiſedome; therfore amidf his great affliction 

he patiently and worthily concludes, The Lord hath 

given it, and the Lord hath taken it , bleſſed bee the 

_ name of the Lord, Indeed many andeveninnumera- 

* ble arc the afflitions of the Saints of God inthis 
life, many inwardly, many outwardly, many ſpi- 
ritually, many corporcally, many by the fury of* 

finne, meg by the — ” _ —_ by the 

, | lots and praQtices of u y perſons, but here is 
\[1 bn — cm the Lendhlowreck them out of all, 
| and will at length wipe away all teares from their 

| eyes, and bring them tothatglorious place, where 

F 88: they ſhall needno light of the Sunne, but God him- 

5 | | [rn ſells ſhall be their light, and they ſhall raigne for c- 

Wl 6 vermore, 

Thus the true ſheep of Chriſt doe follow him 
paticntly, not murmuring, not repining at the inci- 
denr calamitics of this life, but doe with a patient, 
and with a pious undaunted affeRtion, under 

Ron. 38. Whatſbever is impoſed}, concluding, that neither 

death, norlife, nor Angells, norprincipalicics , nor 

awers, nor things preſent, northings ro come, nor 

cight, nordepth, nor any other thing ſhall beeable 

to{cparate them from the love.of God which is in 

TIefus Chriſt, For thoſe then who are ſo farre from 

| the patient following of Chriſt, thatevery lirrle af- 
| flition withdrawes them, that every ſcandalous 

l/ rofigue removes them, and makes them ſhrink away 

from Chriſt; forthoſe who ſeeme to be aſhamgdin 

any 
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any forward manner, to profeſſe Chriſt Teſus for 
feare of the brand of:ignominie;' how: farre are 

theſe trom the patient following of Chriſt © how 

farre from the practice of the true ſheep of Chriſt 2 

as examples doe plainely witnefſe. How excellent 

herein was that _ fervantof Chriſt, zwatin f 1,narine the 

who was ſofervent a follower of Chrift,and fo pa- many _ 

ticnt in ſuffering afflictions for his ſake, thathe con- 6n,, *? © 

cluded, So 1 may finde Chriſt, and imbrace him, I 

would there ſhould come unto mee; fire, gibbets, 

beaſtes, craſhihg of bones, renting of all che body, 

and all the rorments of the Divell: and when hee 

heard the roring of Lions which ſhould devoure 

him, hejoyouſly faid, I amthe wheat of Chriſt, ler 

me bee ground with the teethof bealtes, that Imay 

bee found to bee pure and fine mancher, Yea, $0z8- 

menxs (peaking of the great patience of the Saints 

of God under the crolſe of Chriſt, that nothin 

could withdraw them fromtheir Maſter Chriſt, ay 

from the hope of that glorious happineſſe which he 

had provided tor them, ſaith, The Chriſtians be- | 
ing ſpoiled of their goods, and regarding nothing "nts 
thatyhey had, being hanged on gibbers,"** and ſuf. * Acihov miny 
fering all manner of tormehes, fo withourcart or =, 
ſenſe, asif their bodies had notbeene theirowne, 

neither: allured wich flattetic, nor amazed wirh 

threats; they gaveall men hereby'tounderſtand;, ,. 

* chat they ſuftcredthieſe things for ſomegreatre- ,-, "hag 
ward. . | : done fomw 

This wasſo great a motive to /u/tie the gb 
when he was a heathen Philoſopher, that ſecing rhe 7,/ne the maz-' 
great- patience of Chriſtians'mny ſuffering wharſoe- 97. ,, _ ..., 
yer was laid uponthem,at length himſelfe becamca 
l Chuiſtian : 
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Chriſtian : for thus Exſehbixs reports his wordes ; 
I my ſelfg,taking:pleafurein Flavo's dotrine, a 
hearing the' Chaiſtians evill poken of, and ſceing 
them ro-goc couragioutly and boldly co their death, 
and to ſuffer all ſuch things as were thought moſt 
tcrtible. , 1 thought:ita thing impotsible that ſuch 
men ſhouldlive wickedty, orin wantonnefi« And 
many examples mighe bee giuen of farre'neerer 
times, a5may. be plainly ſcene in the booke of Acts 
and Moouments, where: wee may behold thegreat 
tiencc of the ſexvans of God ſerdowne, to bee 
N great in the ſuffering for Chrift,: charno death, 
nocruell dearh could withdraw them from the fin- 
cere followingoftheir Maſter Chriſt. Ohthen how 
cleere is it, thay they are farre fromthe trucſollow: 
ing of Chriſt, thatſeeme to repincand murmurear 
every affliction, that are apt uponevery ſmall occa- 
ſionto ſtarr aſide from Chriſtltke a broken bow, and 
tobe diſtafted with hinry like thoſe vebellious 1ſra- 
clites, who when they were in ſomediſtrefle in the 
wildcrnefte, then they nuurmured and cried out, Oh 
that wee had died by the handof the Lord in the 
land of Egypt, when-we lat by the fleſh pots, when 
wee ate our bellies full : or like to /obs wife; who 
when proſperitie failed,and adverſitie was impoſed, 
ſhe laboured to have the Lord provoked, that death 
Grezmorel.'.z- might be jnpaſed: and:thar moſt cunningly:; foras 
ro eulir, Gregor3e ſpeakes,i thee taſed tier wordes when the 
ut cum vis da- Woundes were freſh, that when the force of [aro 


Wb 1.4.0.8, 


Exod. 16.3 


Job 32.9» 


loris ingrauc- 


ne c4, - and griefedidvexand trouble , the perverſe 
perſuzſionis ſtzon of. perſivaſion mighreafily prevaile. | 
pets pee ; Ohthatthercfore we-wolild givediligence asthe 


" £27* truc ſheep of Chriſt, wichpatience:ro follow Chriſt, . 
| For. 
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For how excellenr a vertue is partie nce ! oh (faith 

Tertulliax) it armeth faith,ir guideth peace,ir inſtru- = a Who 
cteth humilitic, 1wexpederh pcnitencie 5 it #$1gncs Fidem munit, 
confelsion. it rules rhe fleſh, it keepes the ſpirit , it P2<<m guber- 


nat,hunulita- 


bridles the tongue , it reſtraines the hand, it beares ce inftru.e, 
downe temptations, it drives away ſcandals, it cCon- peniteatiam 
ſummares martyrdomes, it comforteth the poore,if Pa 


4 , : - homologeſin 
temperethithe rich,it prefſech not the weake, ircon: alvgnar;car- 
ſumesnotrhe ſtrong ,it delights the faithful, irin- 9m regit, (pts 


ritum t{ervar, 


vites the gentle, itrcommends the fervant tothe Ma- 1;ngum tre. 
ſter,the Maſtcr to-God,irbewrifies the woman, it ap- 9a,manum 
proves the man, it is loved in rhe childe, it ispraiſcd (nn nevren” 
inthe yongueman ,, it is defired in the old man, it is cat (id eſt, 


bewtifullincveric {exc, ineverieage. To this pur- <onculcar) 
. ſcandala pel- 


pole alſo {peakes Cyprian: The vertue of 'Parience 1ir,maryria 
(ſaith he)+s veric large, and her fertilitie and ample- coaſummar, 


. ; pauperem Corte 
nelſe doth ſpring from a founraine of one name, bur F,Peeh on 


the veynesthercof overflowing, it is diſperfed tho- temperat,in- 
row many paflages of glory : Nor can we profite a: firmum non. 


IE <, . 2 ndit,va- 
nythingin ouraRtionsto conſummare praiſe,unlefle jc\.em n5n 


thence it reccive ſtrength of conſummation. It is pa- conſumir, fide- 
tience.that both-commends us and keeps us to God: tem deleQar, 


7 X - \ entſlem invie 
itis ſhe whachtempererhwrarh, which reftraines the S Mrevad 


tongne, which governesthemiade , which keepeth Com Do- 
peace,guiderh diſcipline, breakes the force of luft, *,mendae, 
appe the violence of pride, extinguiſherh the &c. 


. . " (ypr.s lib. de 
firepf private hatred, reftraineth the power of the ;7” furuabrel 


tich,nouriſhcth the difiveſſcof rlic povre , doth dc Lis purer ya- 
nenciz virus 
& ubertas ejus- & largitas de unius quidem nowinis fonce proficiſcityr, ſed exundar: 
tidus yems;per multa gloriarum itinera liffunditur, nec proficere al:quug in atibus no + 
frris poceft ad confummandamlauderimik ibde confurmmanonis —_ firmicarem- 
Patiomia eſt quz nos Do & Gammengay & tervac,, jptiiet que icant eemperat, quz, 


| lingvatu franat,nichtern gubernat, pacem cuſtodit,diſciplinam regit, lbidunis unpetum 
frangit, &C. 


% » 


I 2 fend 
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fend ableſſed integritic in virgins, a laborious cha- 
ſtitic in widowes, an individuall charitic in marricd 
folkes : it maketh men humble in proſperitic;ſtrong 
- an adverſitie,gentle againſt injuries and reproaches; 
> ittcacherh,quickly, to pardon them that offend, if 
thouthy ſclte offendeſt, rointreate and aske for fa- 
vour,long, and verie much ; it.vanquiſheth-tempra- 
tions,ir ſuffers perſecutions , it: perfeReth paſsions 
and martyrdomes,it is ſhe which doth firmely ſettle 
the grounds of our faith, it is ſhee which doth carric 
up on high rhe-iacxements of hope; it is ſhee that di- 
res the bow , that wee may hold faſt the life of 
Chriſt,whilſt we proceed 8&go on by his ſufferance; 
it is ſhe that makes that we perſevere & continue the 
{onnes of .God,; whileſt wee imiratethepaticnce of 
the Father.Qh then how excellent a verrue is Pari- 
ence ! how worthy to be entertayned of all ! witnes 


Luke 21.19. Chriſt himſelfe our blefied Saviour, who bids us by 
Patience to poſleſie our ſoules : witnefſe the Apo- 
ſtle,whorels us, 1/ we ſuffer together with Chriſt wee 
ſhallbe glorified together with him. But ( ſaith S._du- 
Af lnzs goſtine) he that is farre from ſuffering , let himeake 

| ecd leſt he be farre from. being any of the Saints'of 
dear, ne longe- God, In a word,vincit qut patitar ac overcomes that 


Rem 8.1 x. 


Aug. Pſal. 55 
3 paſs10ne, vi- 


tur 3 lanRis, 


( patiently) ſuffers : bus ( ſaichthe Apoſtle ) he that 
Rey.11-7.s _ 027comes;ſball inherit all things: Oh that therefore 
.. Wweewouldas thetrueſheepe:of Chriſt, follow him 

with all Patience,quictly undergaing the ſtormes of 

* thiscombuſtiqus world,that ſo in the firneſle of time 

he mightrecciveus into an eternallreſt-in his moſt 
holy kingdome, And ſo much forthe ſecondpoinr, 
that the ſhecpe of Chriſt doe follow him Pati- 


cnely, | 
| Laſtly,”.. 


CCC NE Icom mm. u_—__————— 
- ern > oo eos wee Boer een—oocnd rr er rn ere one 
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. Laſtly, they follow him Perſeveringly : they are ,. 
nor like the fooliſh Galathians, to begin in the ſpirit 
and tocndin the fleſh, they arctor Fike that verti- 
 ginous multitude in /-hns Goſpell, that ſo followed 
Chriſt, as to cry Hoſazns one day, but Cracifige rhe ws 
the- next day,” one day-to ſtew his' path with 
boughes, the nexr day to ' crowne his head with 
thornes : nor” are they like the inconſtant Caper- 
naitcs, that follow Chriſt fora ſeaſon, bur are apt lohn 6.46. 
to breake away'from him upon every humorous di- 
ſtaſt :- bur the true ſheep of- Chriſt doe- eotiſtanty 
and perſcveringly follow him. Many may beethe RR 
falls, and greatthedeſcrtions of theſheep of Chriſt; PRE 
but neverſ{uch,as torallyro'fall away from Chriſt: mors,non a- 
for although their faith may bee moved*” yet never no 
wholly tetnoved y- alrhough it may bee ſhakeri, yer ova n n> peg 
never.utterly ſhaken oft: tor very rrue vertue is comtinens > 
perperually[\.; 111-1 prot 
But ſaving fairhis a rtvetrtrtve; for itisa bagel 
gift of God, Ephrſc.2.8, 
Therefore it is Per peruall, | 
2 - God hathpromiled rliar-che Elect ſhall" nk ar. 
from him, as the {cripures cleetlie wirneſſe;" 35-29 40. 
But'they fall from Godthirfallfrom faith, | 
Therforethe Ele& ſhall not fall from-faith.”* oak 
3 Where Godhath placed atrue and a'pe l n-1 ol it 
_ of himſelte, thele > Caflioreotaltie gegs eos: 
But behath placed ſucha feare ir theEleR,”* | 
Therefqrethey, cannottorally depart from, God - | 


Gal. 3+3. 


I; 


The Miao Iproverhis es ,* |: 
The feare that. Goddorh place in his children, is * 
either temporazic or 4 why 
14 But i 
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But not temporauie, forrhar is the feare of Hypo- 
+ CItes, 
Thcrefore it is perpetual and fo conſequently 
theſe neverrtortally depart from God. 
4 Thoſe whom God hath married to himſelfe for 
ever.inzighteoulaelſcand faith, theſe canneverto- 
tally depart from-him; . for bow thenſhould the 
marriage bee perpetuall and for ever-in righteoul- 
nefle and faith? 
'Bur thus he marrieth the Ele&tunto himſelfe,, as 
Godhimſeltc doth witneſſe by his Prophet Aoſea, 
' Therefore .jit followes , theſe can never totally 
departfrom him. 
'5. Thoſe whom Goitloyeth witha perperuall love 
can ngvcrromally fall frombim. 
rex4i.9 But.he loverh the Ele witha perperuall love; & 
Tohvr3.1 [the iptures plaincly witneſlc. 


Hoſa.19,20. 


T herefore theſe can never tota ew fall from my 


6 "hn which Chriſt by his prayet obtained for 
Peter, hee obtained for all the BleR which ſhould 
- belecveiri him: for, thatwhnch hoe prayed for Pe- 
rand forall chax ſhould bekceve in him, as 
; a "0 imclie doth clecrly teſtifie * ct 
Tohn 15:20, But he phtuned tor Pater thathis faich ſhould frot 
The prayer of totally fazle. ,. 
— The fore hee obaigedchs fame for lithe Elec 


of, Luk 22.33. ( gveimhru 


bay _ _ 7 Thoſe whichare built upon Chriſt cannot cher L- 
ke oben ted marr pagey hop Gomes or infulrations bf the 
as of Berer.So », for they are; as'our Saviour 


Aug Tom.7 , de PE doth irncſſe, as ahooſerhat is-bitftraipon 


L648. a.rock, which:ſtands fiemieriorwichſtandinng: al the 
violence of raine, 1 nd - | 


But 


Tha Bf ip 80g of COMA ' 4p 


But a the (hthfull are founded: and built Upon EpheC4.15,16, 
Chriſt, and are: w__— andknic uttohim; as the 
mydlacalb omo ther myſtical begd? ' Roa) bis 

Therefore they carabt ki pulled From hirn;by #- 
ny ftormesof the world, of ſianeorof Saran; 

3. TheRegenerate afe compared in {criprtnic-to'a 

tree that is planted by the water fide, which ap, | 
waiesrerains huntor and moiſture in theroore, and Ier.z7. 
remaines alive ;- {o- that it brifigs forrh' frait in dne' 
czſon, andthe leavesthercof fade notaway.' ' 

But rhe vitall/ hawor'in the R{ enerare is' ChirifÞ 
apprehended by' faith; for hee imſclcdorti wir! 
neſle, 1 am thelife, Ce 

Therefore the Regenerate onee ingraffed inro 
Chriſt by true faith; and his ſpirit, cannorany more 
fallaway from faith; and from Chriſt,” © 
9 Theythar finnenot with full (wingeof will can-| 1, 
not totally fall away from God. The Garmat 

- Bur rhe Regenerate fione ror wit!) fall vir oe of the regrngrare, 
will; for, 'as-Saint John ſpedkes, whoforver ir bor bred with a fall | 
of” God, ſinneth not, that is, ex'animo, or tots vole? condent,cr ple= 
tafe, ' from his heart, or with full (winge of will : =: ng | 
for, as Saint Paul ſpeaketN) theevittwhich they db; ut oat 
theyalownot, but doe-hateit; (andare: Sights " 
with the law: of God according: to the inner tnan: 7) onf nh? 


krmuie 


onely inthefls pr pe ryehy prone ns re rs dies: they 


(Tobn 12.25, 
John 14:6, 


there dwelleth no goodthing ; in't ther flight nowy, 
they areledcaprive(tharis agaiintiheir wil) ut Do ON | 
the lawiof fmnne; ” continue not 


Thereforeirfolloweth]; thatthe Regenerate can- © 62 vikous 
not _— ty oh God, . Ay 
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then all the fruits and cffects of faith. AX "5, be 
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64 The deſcivption of a Chriſtian 
But theſe cannot all be wh olly loſt; for the Rege- 
As we may ſee NETAtE.Are neyer brought to. that extremitic, : as to 
in Cn and contemne God. and axterly. iro deſpaire'of God: 
_ , forthusjs proper tothe Reprobates onely. 
ph, *  Therctorc Eh it ſelfecannot wholly be loſt, and 
conſequently the Regenerateneverrorally fallfrom 
God. '\ | vd bot | 
* Henceit is, to ſhewthe conſtant perſeverance of 
the faithfull, that our Saviour concludes, that thoſe 
whom hisFatherhath givenhim,none ſhal takethem 
tokn 4.14. Out of bis hands , tharghey which ſhall drinke ofthe 
water which/he ſhall give them; fhall never thurſt a- 
gaine, bur ir ſhallbe in thema well of water (prin- 
ging up untoeverlaſting life. This happy perſeve- 
ring eſtate of che faithtull,, the Apoſtle /Pau/knew' 
right well;therefore hee was conſtantly perſwaded 
thatneyther death nor life,nor Angels , nor princi- 
E&innobis Palitics,nor powers, nor things preſent, .northings 
per Dei gratii tg come,nor beight, nox depth ; nor any; other crea- 
do & pee-turce ſhopl beablcto ſeparate him from theTove of 
Fverinterce- God which is in Chriſt Icſus our Lord .. To this 
nendo, non ſ0- ro. witneſſe rhe perſeverance of the faith-- 


of/ing;T here, is (faith bee)in us b 


ert 
q 
Ag. 


fa 
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rſeyerangiz datur ( ſciljcer, v Loa yerare(li ye- 


tale uit/e13) porfdyeramidipla d 


Angaſt, Tamgrad, 
Adam) 


The deſcription of a (briftian. 65 
Adams) but ſuch a helpe , that perſeverance it ſelfe is 


ege- iverrunto them. Torhis purpoſe ſpeakes alſo Chry- 
+ | ry Neither man (faith hee)nor time, nor the 
0d: change of things, northe Divill himſelfe, nor ap- © .- Cap. Fo 
proaching death, can drive us away from thoſe ;7/,75,0u0., 

and things;that is, from the graces of God: but when we © «timax 
rom dyc then we hold them more certainely,andalwajes 3&7" 

| profiting wee injoy more. Here therefore may wee 4x6; 
ceof cleerly behold the third ſpeciall qualitie ( obſerved 5 9%rer& 5- 
hoſe inthis laſt generall, proſecution) of the true ſheepe NJ; TI 
hem of Chriſt, they follow him perſeveringly. So that 5u45 Nimornu, 
fche in their lateſt gaſpe,in the peace of conſcience, and © mij 
rſt &- aſſurance of Gods love toward them (the ſpirit of dxebioneyr 
pri God witnefling togerher withtheir ſpiritthat they «#* 197294 
leve- are the ſonnes of God) they are able to ſay, /»to 25009" 5. 
knew thy hands, oh Lord, doe we commend our ſpirit. Bleſſed xuwagu. 
7aded thereſorethey that be the true ſheep of Chriſt ; for 323-26: 
+l theſe we ſee,by the ſtrength of his holy ſpirit dwel- © 
hings linginthem, overcomeall the ſtrength of ſinne, all 
bares the furic of Satan, all the ſeducing objcs of the 
veof world, all the inducing provocations of the wicked, 
O this andſo perſevere, thatatlengththey cometo inherit gey,21.7, 
faith-* all things, all the ioyes of heaven, all the comforts 
us b of Gods everlaſting kingdome, where one day is *#t+19- 
c hol- betrer than a thouſand elſe where : for in thepre- pj ,6 1, 
xc that ſence of our God, ohthere is the fulneſle of joyes, 
—_— and at his right hand there are pleaſures for cver- 
05 pre-- more. Blefled therefore theſe, and truly prudent 
 gLven they that make this the ſubject of their affection, 
is, that and the ſpeciall ſcope of their praQice, that they 
IVENtO may be found tobe of this bleſſed nunber, even the 
13 til true ſheepe of Chriſt. The which heavenly wiſe- 
Carpred K dome 
Tongrad,, 


Adam) 


dome the etcrnall Father bee _ to vouchſafe 
roimpreſſe within us, for the precious merits of 
his dcare ſonne Chriſt Teſus. To which Father 
and Sonne with their moſt wy Spirit , three 
perſons and one indiviſible eſlence, bee all 


praiſe , power, gloric and dominion aſcri- 
bed, from this time forth 


for evermore. 


Rom. 1, ule, 

Which knowing the juſtice of God that they which 
doe ſuch things are worthy of death, not onely 
dce them, but favour thoſe that doe them. 


SF] Ighet Worſhipfull and belovedin 
We | our Saviour Ieſus Chriſt,the wor- 
thic Apoſtle having firſt general- 
ly and afterward by particular c- 
& | numeration, ſer forth the horrid 
AY pollutions of the Gentiles, where- 
with they were infeed,at length 
he comes to an ima; of the accuſation, ſhewing 
with what violence and wilfulneſſe they committed 
theſe ſinnes; removing from them all prerext and 
colour of ignorance and infirmitie : of ignorance, 
for knowing the juſtice of God, they committed theſe 
things : of ifirmitic, for they did not onely doe 
them themſelves, but they favoured them that did 
chem. Where,for method ſake and pews 1 ot 
fion, [ conſider the two-fold gradation of the pollu- 
tions of the Gentiles; the firſt in reſpeR of their 
own proper ſins,the ſecond in refpeRtef the ſins of 
others : the firſt in theſe words , They committed 
things worthy of death : the ſecond in theſe words, 
that they not onely did ſuch things , but they favoured 


#hoſe which did them. And firſt tor their pollutions 
K 2 in 


* 4 


638 Theblindneſſe of a wilfull ſinner; 


in reſpe& of their owne proper finnes ; wherein I 
conſider both the matter and the forme. The mat- 
ter ſet downe in generall,7hey committed things wor- 
thyof death :the forme , that they commirted theſe 
things wilfully and willingly , againſt their know- 
ledge and their conſcience ; for they did commit 
them,4nowing the juſtice of God, that they which did 
ſuch things were worthy of death. And firſt forthe 
matter,they committed things worthy of death . Wher- 
inI conſider three things : firſt, the blineneſſe of 
man in corrupted nature. Secondly, the patience of 
Godin executing revenge upon the wicked. Third- 
ly,the equitic of Godin puniſhing ſinne. 

Firſt,the blindneſſe of man in corrupted nature, 
from tho pluralitic of the finnes committed: for the 
Apoſtle ſaith not, they committed ſome thing wor- 
thy of death, but things worthic of death. Secondly 
the patience of God, that he forbears tothrow them 
downe to death,though they commit things worthy 
of death. Thirdly , the equitie of God , that hee 
throwes down none to death but for things worth 
of death. And firſt for the foremoſt, the blindne 
of man in corrupted nature,intimated fromthe plu- 
ralitie ofthe ſianes committed. 

Itisa grievous and a miſerable eſtate tocommir 
any thing worthic of death,that is,of cternall death, 
the due reward of finne : for what is the force of e- 
rernall death 2 oh exceeding grievous. It doth not. 
only ſever a man from all joy, from all bliſſe and 
glorie, but loads him wirh all woe and miſeric : in- 
wardly,withthe ſting and worme of conſcienceto - 
torment him : outwardly, with burning fire foreyer 
toaſflit him,and yer neverconſume him ; for; as S.. 


Auguſtine . 


inT 
Jat- 


POY = 
eſe 
JW 
mit 
did 
the 
Icr- 
of 
eof 


ird- 


ure, 
7Or- 
dly 
1em 
thy 
hee 
th 
fo 


plu- 


mit 
ath, 
Ef &- 


| nNOt - 


and 
: 10- 
eto 
eyer 


as S. 
tine . 


The blindneſſe of a wilfull ſinner, 69: 
Avzuſline ſpeakes,the motion of the heaven ceaſing, 
there ſhall be no paſsion mareriall bur ſpiriruall. Bue | , 
man blinded with corrupted nature diſcernes not G507 &.. 
this, whence it comes to paſle,that he doth notonly fnte moru 
comit ſome thing worthy of death, but things wor- ——— 
thic of death, even manic foule and odious finnes, lis ſed ſoirkmss 
thereby increaſing the eternall wrath and judge- lis. | 
ment of God againſt him, For as the ſinne, ſo ſhall 
be the puniſhment , manie ſinnes, manie puniſh- 
ments. Oneſinne may bring thee to eternal! con- 
demnation,but many ſinnes will aggravate the judg- 
ment,and _ up an increaſe of wrath. We know 
what the Lord ſpeakes by the Prophet E/ay, that hee ,. _ 
will lay judgement to the rule : and Chriſt himſelfe —_ 
tells us,that as Babylon hath ſinned, ſo ſhee ſhall bee rey.1s.,. 
rewarded. But corrupted man, lice takes no know- 
ledge of this,therefore hee gocs on, every houre in- 
crealing his judgement; for evcrie houre hee com- 
mits things worthy of death. Ohthinke you,if wic- 
ked Pharaoh had truly diſcerned that the multiply- 
ing ofſinne had multiplycd the judgements of God | 
againſt him, would heethen ſo often have oppoſed —_—_ = 
the expreſle voyce of the Lord 7 Or thinke youthat 14, 
if pernicious 444% had truely underſtood, that his 


deepe heape of ſinnes would have drawne a deepe *Nn8:.31.35; 1 


heape of judgements againſt him, would hee have- 
committed ſo many things worthy of deathr-would 

he have ſold himſelfe tro commit wickednefle 2 Oh 

by no meanes, Or can we thinke,that ifthat Epicure - 
ſpoken of by our Saviour Chriſt , had truely diſcer- 

ned that his heape of impieties, his pampered fee-, , . , 
ding,hisunhallowed drunken diſcourſes, his cruell 
unchatitable affection ,. that would heare no plaint 

K -3 nor 


Verſ.34- 


70 


The blindneſſe of a wilfull ſinner; 


normourning of poor diſtreſſed Lazerws,that yet did 
crave but the crummes that fell from his Table : 
thinke we if hee hadtruely diſcerned thathis foule 
heape of finnes would have brought upon him ſuch 
a heape of puniſhments, as to force him to cry out 
for one drop of water,ſuch adrop as might hang but 
on the tip of a finger; and that poore Zazarw ſhould 
bring it, whom before he held ſo baſe,as not worthy 
of the crummes that fell from histable ; and thatto 
coole but the furie of his rongue onely : a ſmall re- 
queſt,only one dip of butthe tip ofa fingerto coole 
only the raging heat of one ſmall part ? oh ſlender 
eaſe and if it had beene granted : but can we thinke, 
that if hee had truely underſtood that his ſo great 
heape of ſinnes would have acquired ſo great a 
heape of iudgements, that ever he would have con- 
tracted them 2 oh void of queſtion hee would not. 
Or ſhall wee thinke, thatif theungodly creatures of 
theſe times ( that runne headlong the path of finne 
and wickedneſlc) did cleerly ſee their miſerable e- 
ſtate, would they then commir ſo many things wor- 


thic of death, ro the daily increaſe of their puniſh- 


ment ? would they fo violently reieR all exhortati- 
ons,all motions of the ſpirit, and ſo furiouſly hea 
up finne-upon ſinne , adding not onely rebelli- 
on totheir ſfinnes, but ſtrength to theitrebellions 2 
ohvoid of queſtion they would not. Burt alas, they 
are covered over with the darke veyle of finne, and 
carrupted nature,ſo thatthey doe not truly diſcerne 
their miſerable eſtates. 

This wasthe condition of the Gentiles ; for al- 
thoughthey knew in the generall, that they which 
committed ſuchthings were worthy of death, yct 
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The blindneſſe of a wilfull ſmer. 71 
intheparticular application they failed : for in the 
foule of man two things are to bee conſidered, the 
Ew ngnne, and the owe/Hns: the Tu muon reſpeas the 
underſtanding, which comprehends certaine prin- 
ciples of nature, as that murther, adulterie, and ſuch 
like be fins, and worthy of puniſhment : the owewrar 
reſpeds the conſcience, which makesthe aſſumption 
or particular application after this manner: But we 
have committed ſuch things ; therefore we are wor« 
thy of puniſhment. Now obſerve wee, that inthe 
ewes Or gencrallapprehenſion of the underſtan- 
ding,the Gentiles diſcerned theſethings to be ſinne, 
and worthy of death, but in the ewwwer or particu» 
lar application of the conſcience, they greatly fai- 
led, namely that:they were guiltic of theſe, and 
therefore that erernall death belonged unto them, 
Fromall which, cleerly appearesthe veritie of my 
firſt obſervation, the blindneſſe of 'man in corrup+ 
tednarure, intimated fromthe pluralitie of the fins 
committed : tor in this eſtate hee goes on in ſinne, 
hee commirs things, even many things worthy of 
death, to heape up judgement, and to aggravate his 
puniſhment. Oh what ſhall this then inforce unto 
us, but earneſtly to labour for the-grace of Gods 
ſpirit, to purge and drive out this corrupted nature * 
for were men oncetruly ſeaſoned with the ſtrength 
of heayenly grace, it would make them mourne 
and deplore their. ſinne andtranſpreſsion ; as bleſ- 


{cd David ſpeakes of himſelfe,Every night/ſaith he) Pfa.6.7, 


did I make my bed to ſwim, 'and watered my couch 


with my teares; and no marvecll; for vulvera claws Seneca: - 


ſa plus cruciant,, wounds being ſtopt they are the - 
more. grievous : but,faith Chry/oſterme, mournfull 
teares 


Gry/. Lachri- 
mz ſunt ſpon+ 
gia peccatort. 


x.Cor, 2i1 4+ 


2.C or. z.3, 
Rom. 1,16. 
x. Pet- 1-23, 
». Tim3.15+ 


Pro. 13.1 3+ 


Pro-28.9. 


Mat.z0-15: 


Jer. 2 g's, I 9, 


T2 Theblindneſſe of awilfull ſinner. 


teares are (.aSit were)the ſpunges of finnes to wipe 
them and waſhthem cleane away. Yea, grace, that 
worthy vertuce, would make them ſee the odiouſneſ(s 
of the intertaine of fiane, how diſpleaſing it is ro 
God, and burthenſome to the foule : as wee may 
cleerely ſec in religious /oſeph, who being truly ſea- 
ſoned with the graces of Gods ſpirit, wouldnot be 
drawneto commit wickedneſle by any perſwaſion , 
but in contempr of it breakes forth , How ſhould 7 
commit this wickeanes,and ſo ſin againſt Ged?Ohther- 
fore labor we earneſtly for the graces of Gods ſpirir 
be infuſed into us, to drive away the darkſome 
clouds of corrupted nature, and ro make us ſee the 
odiouſneſle of theentertaine of {inne, andthe ſpe- 
cial] worth of grace and pietie ; forthe naturall man 
diſcernethitnot. And becauſe the word of God is 
the ordinary meanes to worke this upon our ſoules, 
for which cauſe the bleſſed Goſpell of Chriſt is cal- 
led the miniſtration of the ſpirit, the power of God 
to ſalvation, an immorrall ſced,able to beger us a- 
new, and to make us wiſcunto ſalvation ; oh there- 
fore frequent we it diligently, and heare we it with 
all reverenr attention forthe happie infuſion of hea- 
venly grace : for hee that deſpiſerh this ſacredtruth 
ſhalþe deſtroyed, he that turnes his care away from 
it, his very prayer ſhall be abominable : it ſhall bee 
eaſier for Sodome and Gomorrah at the day of 
judgemcut than for that man , the Lord will make 
hima curſe, an aſtoniſhment, a hiſsing 8&a reproach 
among all nations. And thus beloved in Chriſt Ie- 
ſus wee ſee the firſt point, the blindneſle of man in 
corrupted nature, intimated from the multiplicitic 
of finnes ; tor hee commits not onely ſome thing, 


_- 


The blindneſſe of a wilfull ſinner. 3 
but things, even many things worthy of death, 
Come 1 now unto the ſecond point, the patience 
of God-in executing revenge upon thewicked, in 
timated: in this, that though they commit- *hings 
worthy of death, yet hee forbeares, and doth nor 
preſently rhrowe them downe to death. The Gen- 
tiles committed things worthy of death, even ma- 
ny things worthy of death, eternall death z yer God 
with patience did forbeare, and did not preſently 
execute upon them the ſtrength of hisjuſtice, nor 
caſt upon them his finall wrath, when yet as the A- 
poltle ſpeakes, The wages of finne is death, even of 
any ſinne whatſoever. Behold then here the great- 
neſſe of Gods patience : finne is committed, 
God forbeares; nay ſinnes, things worthy of death, 
many loathſome and odious finnes, yer. God for- 
NR ro execute.the ay falenl —— his 
juſtice : that well might Chry/otome lay, is (as 
it were againſt his will)with great ſorrow compelled I 
to condemne ( ſtubborne-hearted ) ſinners, and to compellitug, | 
throwe them downe tocternall death : for, as him- {> wes, 
ſeife doth ſeriouſly proteſt; hee doth not deſire the «or chndem- 
death of. the wicked, but dothcarneſtly invite them, nare- 
Turne you, tarue you from your evill waies , for why Ezck.3 3-00; 
willyee dye,oh yee houſe of 1/raell ?Oh ſaith Aag.hecalls Aug Averſvs 
back theaverſe and froward (ſpirits) and when he benigne revo- 
might ſtrike them(with the finalſtroke ofhis juſtice) 2%% <#terts 
heratherdoth promiſe themrewards,to-move then mi prociirrc, 
to revert & turne from theirevill waics, ca_ they 
committhings worthy of death. Thus Godis _ es 
ent, ſparing maninfinnc, ſparing man the ſulje@ intenvre . 
ofſinne, long ſparing him;t he hath commig- <xaino, 


Rom.6,23. 
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74 Theblindneſſe of a wilfull ſinner. 
might this inſtru us, to bee cautious, that wee no 
longer abule the patience of our God, but now 
preſently revert from our cvill waies,and turne unto 
his bleſſed Majeſtic;for God himſelftells us,21y ſpi- 
rit (faith he) ſhall notalwaies lrive with man, When 
God would preſcribe repentance to that ſpacious 
citic of Ninive, he offords it but forty daies,Yet forty 
dayes, and Ninive ſhallbe deftroyed. And to his owne 
particular people, hee limits them onely a moneth, 
Amoneth (ſaith he) ſhall devoure them with their por - 
tions. Oh that then, wee would even now returne 
from our evill waies, and turneto this loving God 
abuſing his paticnce no longer : for wee have his 
own word, Turne «nts me ({aith the Lord of Hoſtes) 
aud Iwill tyrne unto you. Oh if we turne to him with 
mourfullhearts, deploring our tranſgreſsions, how 
ſoone will hee turne tb us, ſpeaking peace to our 
ſoules and conſciences ? for « contrite ſpirit is a ſa- 
erifice unto God, yea, theſe Chriſt himſelfe invites, 
Come unto mee all yee that are wearie and laden (you 
that growne under the burthen of your tranſgreſsi- 
ons)and / will refreſh you, I will ſpeake peace to your 
ſoules, and comfort to your conſciences. But if we 
will yet bee ſo pernicious as to deſpiſe the patience 
and long ſufferance(of our God)by which he would 
lead us to repentance, oh then remember wee what 


Ecde-$.12>13- ©,/omon tells us, that though a finner doe evill an 


, Tunc 


hundred times, and God prolong his daies, &c. yet 
it ſhall nor bee well with the wicked, &c. God will 
not alwaies ſpare him , for,as LAuſtine ſpeakes, then 


Deus iaaſcitur- is God angry, when hee ſecmes notto bee angry. 


quando non 
traſcitur, 


Gen-19.33, 34 d0me; and therewasno expeRation of Pgenedts 
I tncn - 


'We may ſee, that when the Sunne did riſc upon So- 


makes 2 
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The Blindvieſſe of « Silfull ſimer. 575 
thenthe Heavens were opened, then fire and brim- 
ſtone was poured out upon ir, utterly to deſtroy it, 


Oh take we knowledge therefore, thatnowthe axe*1* 3 10 


is laiduntotheroor of therree, if we will yer bring 
forth no fruit, no true repentance for ſinne, bur wee 
will ſtill abuſe the'patience of ourGod, and fill 
commit things worthy of death, tharitis juſt with 
him, to hew us downe, andcaſt us into the fire, everi 
erernall fire, never to bee exringuiſhed. Andthus 
much for the ſecond point, the patience of God in 
executing revenge upon the wicked, intitniated in 
this, That though the Gentiles did commit things 
worthy of death, yet God did patiently forbeate, 
and did not preſcntly throw them downe to death. 
Come wee now unto the third point obſervedlin 
the matter of this pollution, the equitie of God in 
puniſhing the wicked,expreſt in this, that he throws 
down nonetodeath,but for things worthy of death, 
they committed things worthy of death. Sinne is 


the canſe of Gods wrath and mans miſcrie, Tour x, 0 


iniquities (ſaith the Prophet Eſa) have FRE be- 
tween you and your God : your ſinnes have hid his face 


from you.wherefore( ſaith the Prophet 1eremie) is the 


{inne the Angells were throwne downe from Hea- 


ven, forſinne Adam was thrown out of Paradiſe, Gen.z.24. 

and acurſe denonnced againſthim and his poſteriry; © 

for ſinne the o1d world was drowned, and Sodome « 

and Gomorrah burned : oh.ſaith Caſsr0dorus, 
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and this cither negatively, or affirmatively, that is; 

as he denies ſaving grace unto ſome, .or as hee wills 

tothrow-them down to endleſle miſcrie; ſtane is the 

cauſe: for,for the foreſecnſinnes of the wicked, the. 

Lord decreed to forſake them, and to impoſe upon 

them everlaſting horror. Therefore ſaith tne Lord 

by the Prophet Ezechief, That ſoule that finneth, 

that ſoule bat aye: with which the Apoſtle Paul 

accords, Foy theſe things (ſaith hee) commeth the. 
wrath of God upon the chilaren of diſobedience. Hence, 
itis, thatthe Lord concludes by the Prophet Hoſea, 

Thy iniquitie hath deſtroyed thee, oh Iſrael, Further-- 
more, . hatred and wrath, as they are puniſhments, 
arenotinflicted bur for ſinne. | 

But God hated E/a« penally, and hee will ſhew 
his wrath inthe deſtruRian of the wicked, therfore. 
for finne, 

Briefly, the doQrine iscleer, he dceliversnoncto 
death, but forthings worthy of death ; forthe wa- 
ges of ſinneis death, Haw ficly therfore mighethis in+ 
ſtruQ us to removeallmurmuring,and to loath.and 
detcſt all ſinne and wickedneſle ? Firſt,to remove all 
murmuring and repining againſt God; for, is the 
hand of. God uponthee 2 and doth he begin to ex- 
ecute his wrath? marmure not againſt him, but look 
into thine owne.ſoule, . and behold thy.finnes and 
thy tranſgxeſsions : for they have cauſed thatjudg- 
ment: and remember that the way of the-Lordisc- 
qual! ; for he deliversnoneto death, bur.for things 
worthy of death; but that thine owne..way is une- 
quall, for thou haſt wilfully hcaped up ſinnes a- 
gain(t his. Majeſtic, and. therefore "batt deſerved 
wrath and judgement from the handobgheFord. 

: Cc 


erfore- 
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Lord. 
c Fore, 


We may ſee, 1.Sam. 15: that God tejeted Saud, but 
what wasthe cauſe 2 why histranſgreſfion and re- 
bellion : wherefore the Prophet tells him, thatro 0- 
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bey is better than ſacrifice, and tohearken is better 
than the fat of rammes; butthatrebellion is as the. 


ſinne of witchcrafr, and tranſprefsion is wicked- 


neſſe and idolatrie, We mayaHoſecinthetwenty” 


fourth verſe of this chapter, thac the Lord delivers 
up the Gentiles unto their hearts luſts, &c. and unto 
vile affections; but what was the reaſon 2 why (as 


the coherence of the text dothplainely ſhew) their: 


formergroſle and odious finnes was the cauſe of it; 
for het the Lord delivered them up untoa repro- 
bate condition. Oh then,it-rhe juſtice of God ſeaze 
upon thee, murmurenot againſt his:Majeſtie, but ra- 
thercry outagainſt thy ſelfe, who by thy fianes haſt 
pravoked the Lords wrath againſt theez for hee is 
ſoequall- chat hee throwes none to death, bur for 
tiings worrhy of-deathi- Secondly; thisſhould in- 
ſtruQus.to loath anddeteſt finne and wickedneſle : 
for as God is ſoequall that he throws none to death 
bur forthings worthy of death, ſo wee ſee hee is ſo 
juſt,that for things worthy of death he throws them 


downe todeath.: Oh theri, why, ſhould: any bee ſo + 


bold to entcitaine finne and wickedhefle 2: oh re» 
member wee that wickedneſlc burnes like fire, all 
wickedncſle whatſoever, inkindling andinfdamin 

the wrath of Godagainſt us therefore fainhefir 
Bing nat rwolſinnes together: for 4 gn&thou ſhale 
not goc unpuniſhed, Far Salomon doth phinely tell 
us,” that #h0ugh 6. ſinner dge evill « hundred times and 
God prolong bis daes &v4 yet it ſha 
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riſb, then they ſhall be deſtroyed for ever, then ſhall they 


ſuddenly periſh, cc. endcome to a fearfull end. 


- Ohthat the ungodly did cleerely ſee rhis ,, which 
draw iniquitie with cords of vanirie, and finne as it 
were with cart-ropes,and as S4/omon (peakes,reioyce 
indoing evill.,2nd ſeeme to invite each other unto 
wickedneſle;, Came ler us enjoy he pleaſtres thee! 
be preſent, &e-ler us oppreſle the poore that is'righ- 
teous, let us nor ſpare the widow, nor reverence the 
white haires of the aged that have lived many years, 


 lerourftrength be:che!lawot unrighteouſneſle, 8c; 


Ver-11. 


Ver. 13. 


Pal, z6.1. 


Iob 21;14,15- 


| rid wardy of dearth heewitithrow men downe 
| > to 


lerusdefraude the righteous , for hee is not for our 
profice,buris contrarie to our doings, he checketh us 
for offending againſt the Law, and blameth us as 
tranſgreflors of diſcipline. Ina word,who ſeeme as 
Damid (peakes, to have no feare of God before their 
eyes, but ſeeme by their pernicious ſtratagems- in 
finne,ro difdaine all picty and religion, and to de- 


" clame againſt God and all his wayes, with thoſe 


wicked ones in /obs hiſtoric, Depart from us,for wee_s 
deſire not the knowled2e of thy wayes : who ts the Al- 
mughty that we ſhould ſerve him? or what profit ſhould 
webave if wee ſhould pray wnto bim ? Oh thatrhe un- 
godly that are ſobold and greedie to entertaine any 
finneandwickedneſſe, oh that they did clecrely ſee 
the miſcrie that finne brings upon them, that ſo they 
might loath and dereſt all finne and wickednefle : 
OhrhacthisinſtruRion might receive due impreſsi- 
onupontheit ſoules : forwe ſee it plain,rhatas God 
is 10 that heethrowes downe none to death 
but forthings worthy of dearh, ſothe conſequent a 
rifinp! enceyrels us; thatheeis ſo juſt, thar' for 
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ro death. And ſo much(beloved) forthe matter of 

the pollution of the Gentiles, They committed things 

worthy of death. 1 20:1 

Come now unto the forme of their pollution, 

how they commirted theſe things,namely , wilfully 

& willingly,for,kzowing the inliceof God, that is, a: 

gainſt theſe {tns, yet they committed them. Wherin 

I conſider, firſt, how God may bee faidto bejuſt : ſe- 
condly,what is meant by juftice in thisplace. 

For the better opening whereof, conſider we that 

athing may be aid to be juſt in/2 three-fold maner; | 

by Grace, by voluntarie obedience, or by Nature, 59. /auh- 
Firſt by Grace ; fo the Saints and ſervants of God ighnoulacth, 
may be ſaid to be uſt, ſybiedively or inheſively , rs 
onely inchoatively, which is their ſanGification;re- C— 
latively, imputatively, Chriſts righteouſheſſe tho- ally as inhe- 
rough faith being reckoned and imputed as'theirs, [*** itn us, 
which is their iuſtification . - Againe ſecondly, by and by way "* 
voluntarie obedience one may be ſaid robe inſt; fo impuration, - 
was Adm iuſt inthe ſtate of innocencie;ſoisit moſt 2252 = 
truely {aid of Chriſt, who by his voluntarie and per- ting it to every 
fet obedience fulfilled the whole law of God. >*<<ycroas his 
Thirdly,by nature one may be ſaid robeiuſt, 8&that righicvutreſe; 
eyther as made ſo by the benefite of another, oreHe wherfore when 
originally by himſelfe and of his owne natute : in ** o ples 
the firſt kinde, it may betruly ſpoken in like manner exprefle the 
of the firſt Adam who was juſt by nature, as being 5*int2of God 
made ſo by the benefirand bountie of his Creator: juniged,che 
and moſt truely may ir alſo be ſpoken of the ſecond meaning is noc 


Adam Chriſt Ielus, who was conceived in the 397, wwe 


that it is got d: forthe materiallor blot of lane remzines in ſomc meaſure jn - 

ahe beſt of | RY oipitg eg edolebleincb yaddycle Scripmares plain- 

lp wi le; onely iz.is taken 2way inxefpeRtof the formallchergof, that is,inreſpeR of- 
euilrrhereofand the c | 


wombe- 
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wombe of a virgin, without any ſpot of finne by 
the vertuall operationof the holy Ghoſt. But now 
concerning God, hee is juſt ina farre different, and 
farre more excellent manner; for hce is notmade 
juſt, but he is juſt originally of himſelfe and by him- 
ſelfe in his eſſence and nature : therefore it is one- 
ly true of God, that hee is ſimpliciter juitus, ſimplic 
juſt, whichcannot be ſaid of any otherthing what« 
ſocver ; for although it may bee ſaid of theregene- 
rate, thatby remiſston of {innesandthe imputation 
of Chriſts righteouſneſle they are perfedly juſt, 
yet it 15 falle and erroneous to ſay that they are 
1lmply juſt; nay, Chriſt himſelfe although as hee is 
' manhemay beſaid to be juſt, naturally, habitually, 
and hypoſtarically, yet {imply he cannot be ſaidto 
be, becauſe whatſoever juſtice he hath as he is man, 
hec hath it by participation from his divine. nature. 
But.God.is ſo juſt, that hee is his owne juſtice ;, far 
juſtice is nor in God, as an accident in the ſubject, 
or by way of compoſition, but of cſlentiall union; 
for all the propricties of God are eſlentiall, he is cl- 
ſcatially juſt, hee is eflentially good, and therefore 
Jaſtice and goodnefſlc ir ſelfe, and conſequently ir 
15 true onely of God, that heis yer? This our 
c 


oad,: as of himiclfe and by himſelfe , nay, 
Hoke properly and ſtrictly,none caft bee ſaid 


| one inpered® a cleexe rule, that taewhicl is ſuchas it is by partie 
- -  -. Gipation, Teen ery; as the water, 'Orirofl, 
madchoatby thy firc js agerſeAHy Hoak, AS HATS 


| * 
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their heat not naturally, but accidentally and by 
articipation. And thus we ſee how God may bee 
idto bee juſt, namely, ſimply and abſolutely, in a 
farre more excellent manner than any other thing 
whatſoever, as being originally and eſſenially 
juſt, 
But come wee now to conſider what is meant by 
juſtice in this place : for although properly there be 
burone juſtice in God, as there is but one eſſence; 
yet in regard of the divers reſpeQs or divers per- 
ſons which God in a certainekinde may bee ſaid to 
beare, his juſtice alſo may bee ſaidto bee divers. As - 
heisa moſt free Lord doing whatſoever he pleaſeth, ta regard 
his will is his juſtice ; as he is the Creator, Conſer- divers reſpes 
ver and Governour of all things, his goodnefle is bevy bn 
his juſtice ; as hee is a.ſpeciall Favourer of theeleR, ina fourciold 
his mercie and his truth in his promiſes,is his iuſtice; — wk 
as hc is the Iudge of all, giving tO EVETY ONE ACCOr» minus, = 
ding to his workes, his duc puniſhment of the no- Vt Deurom- 
cent, and abſolving of the innocent, is his iuſtice; y,n... & 
which is the juſtice which is meant in this place; Pater eleQors. 
and is called the diſtributive or iudiciarie iuſtice of V* o=niun 
God, becauſe by it he gives unto every one accor- A, « fice 
ding to his workes. Now obſerve we, this diſtribu- Lord,as the 
tive or iudiciarie iuſticeof God the-heathenknew: (242 ahas 
and thatin a threefold kinde; by the light of-nature, Father of the 
by the teſtimony of their owne conſciences, and by f{<&-35 the 
the examples of Gods iuſtice inthe world. Firſt, by "Fe 
the light of nature, they knew manydivinethings ; 
as that their was an eternall power; for they conclu- 
ded, that this glorious frame of the world had ſome Exripides-- | 
excellent builder. They had alſo ſome knowledge As, 


of the providence of i” it is hee that by (auacupayit). 
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ſeth and worketh all things : they alſo underſtood 
os 6 =. the immorralitie of the ſoule, as, beſides divers 0- 
v 7,2 thers, Phocylides doth plainely witneſſe : The ſoule 
wan a; (Ah he) iS immortall, never waxing old, but living 
diſpoſerh and EVEr. They had ſome knowledge of a place of ioy 
workcthall and comforrprovided for it, as the Chaldean pre- 
Kr. Se cept doth witneſſe, Secke Paradiſe the moſt ſplen- 
allo ſpeakes. dant region of the ſoule : they had ſomeraſt of 
ITE that great point, the reſurreion of the body, as the 
wh veto. former Author Phocylides doth manifeſtly reſtifie, 
- me PROS, .. hopeCſaith he) ſhortly to returne from the earth 
- ” tothe light, thatis, aneternall anda heavenly light. 
v $19 £ Andconcerning this diſtributive or iudiciarie iuflice 
<< meri;y the /the ſubicR of this diſcourſe) by the light of nature 
morrall,never they alſo plainely underſtood it, as amongſt others - 
waxing old, li- Ffjerocles doth teſtific, who ſhewing a reaſon why 
yerh err 12. The ungodly would not havetheir ſoules to bee im+ 
ar precepe:, mortall, ſpeakes afterthis manner, A wicked man - 
Tomo macs” (faith he) would not have his ſoule to be immorrall, 
eez#:4y. leſt hee ſhould cometo the iudge(thar is the eternall 
x er. judge) there to bee tormented with puniſhments. 
Rong Yea, hence it was, that P/ato, a heathen man, did ap- 
i040 55 pd point Eliſian fieldes unto them of upright cm 
& ind. . tion, andan «dv, or place of torment forthe wick- 
Girtmu 4 az; £6, the very light of nature teaching him this diſtri- 
«wary £) butiveiuſtice of God. Wherefore we ſee firſt of all 
2% that the heathen knewthis iuſtice of God by the 
7laryin G12ie. light of nature, 
- fi _—_— they knew it by the teſtimony of their 
AndD:40a OWne conſciences ; for,asthe Apoltle ſpeakes, their 


Heathen man Conſcience did beare thein witneſlc, either accufing 

fo farre diſcer- 

ned this judiciarie juſtice, that be appointed death for all ſinnes , the light of Nature 

waching him that knne deſerved death, Rom2.15, h 
them .- 


/ 
- 
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them,or exculingthem : therefore Alexander a hea: 1m, 
then man having ſlaine his deare friend C/itas, bes after he had 

came grievouſly troubled in his conſcience, his ye: fine his wite 


ry conſcience accuſing him for that barbarous and (wmeny” a; 
ſavage cruelty. perplexed in 


coalcience, 


Oh clenſe me from my ſecret ſinnes: how much more **19-13: 
fines of wilfulnefſe commirted againſt the full ;,t06.y. 
ſwinge of knowledge and conſcience , as were the 

finnes of theſe Gentiles? for knowing the iuſtice 

of God,they committed them : therefore ſaith the 
Apoftle, They derayned the truth in unrighteaufe row, 1.18. 
nefle; theFknew it, bur they wilfully reicRedit.. 
Now,faith our Saviour, Hee#at knowes his Maſhtys Luke 14.4 
will, and 4oth it not, ſhall bee beaten with many ftripes, n 
And wee may ſee that the Prophet Semue/'calls thE:.Sam.1y, 24, 
finnecommitred againſt knowledge andeonfcienee; bs 
arebellion, and compares it to thoſe grear finnes, 

M 2 witch- X 


Rey.10.14, 
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witchcraft and idolatrie , and Sew/ being guilty of 
this, the Lord reicas him for ever. What ſhould 
this then impreſle within us (beloved in Chriſt Ie- 
ſus): oh how well might it ſerveto inſtru us to 
be cautious, how weentertaine, or live in any ſinne 
againſt our knowledge and our conſcience 7 Firſt, 
to be cautious how wee entertaineany finne againſt 
our conſcience; forif, as Saint Jghy ſpeakes, our 
conſcience condemne us, God is greater than our 
conſcience, and knoweth all things. If therefore 
wee commit thoſe things that our awne knowledge 
andour conſcience isable to condemae us,and pro- 
nounce iudgement againſt us for.it, how much 
more then ſhall the Lord condemne usand iudge us 
for theſe ſinnes, to whom they are farre better 
knowne than to our owne conſciences 2 Beſides, if, 
our conſcience bee able now to accuſe us for theſe 
{finnes, how much more ſhall it bee able to doe it at 
the finall iudgement, when the bookes ſhall bee 0- 
pened, even the booke of conſcience, and by the 
_ of the divine power ſhall bee made ableto 
call to remembrance all the thoughts, words and 
actions whatſoever, had, ſpoken, or done by us, - 
and to accuſe us, or excuſe us for them, according 
as they have been agreeable, or diflenting from the 
Law of God? how much morethen ſhall ourcon- 
ſciences bee ableto accuſe us for all our ſiniſter paſ- 
ſages, when they ſhall be thus opened,amWas it were 


- quickned andawaked bythe mighty power of God? 


for oftentimes in this life, through the long habite 


"nd continuance in finne, - the conſcience. becomes 


aSit were dead, and the diamen, or yoyce thereof 
{trangely quailed: butar lengththe Loxd ſhall __- 
ken. 


a" i j p g 44 —— 


4 P !4b/ ihe . 
ken it,even the conſcience of the moſt wicked:as he 
did ſomrimcs Cai»s,which made him cry out, My fi# Geaqirz, 
is greater than can be forgiven» or as he did fomrimes 


to Indaſes, which did ſotorment him, that it made him 

ne bring backe his baſe corrupted hyer, andtothrow it 

rſt, downe atthe fcet of the Prieſts and Elders, openly Matt.ag: 
oſt confeſsing,/ have ſinned,betraying the innocent blood, 

Jur and,as weary of his life, deſperately deprived him- 

ut ſelfe of all vitall power. Ohtherefore be we cauti- 

ore ous how weenterraine finne againſt our knowledge 

lee and our conſcience. - 

r0- Szcondly, be we cautious how we live in any finne 

ach againſt our knowledge and ourconfcience z fr this 

2 US isa dangerous eſtate :'for ſaving Faith receivesno 

trer impreſs:10n where the conſcience is wounded with 

if pou raigning ſiancs ,- committed againſt our 

ele nowledge and our-conſcience. Therefore the A- 

tat poltle ioynes theſe twortogether, Faith-anda good _ 

TY conſcience;thar is,a conſcience purged and purified * 1119: | 
the from raigning ſinnes , for theſe doe veſtareconferen- 

eto tiam,chey waſt and deſtroythe conſcience : therfore 

and totheſe there is nocomfort, no peace with God, no 

us, © yon in conſcience: for there is no peace, faith the | 
ling ord,untothe wicked. Intheſethat thus liveinſin, 297 4:24 | 
the committed. with. full-cgnſent-of- will againſt their' 

_ knowledge and'their: conſcience; there is no pietic 

paſ- nor religion,there is notrue feareof God, nor obe- 

vere dicnce unto his ſacred Word. -Oh that wee would -. .. 
z0d? theretote be cautious how wee live in/any finnea>* —_— 
bire gainſtour conſcience 5for if the Gentiles (as the A- 

mes poſtle ſhewes us) had nopretext 'roexcuſe their ſins, 

reof whoſe chiefeſt Schoolemalter to ſhew them-Gods 

1uic- iuſtice agaiaſt their ſinacs, was yet but tho light of - 


AtUEc, a 


Rora,6.23- 
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Neture,iftheſe were voyde of excuſe, ohthen what 
ſhal we ſay to our ſelves If we live in finnes againſt 
ourknowledge & our conſcience, even thoſe 

ſinnes which wee ſce daily tamiliarly entertained, 
drunkenneſle,adulterie, deceit , -oppreſsion, envie, 
malice,and that hell-bred finne of uſuric ; how inex- 
cuſable ſhall we be to live in-theſe ſinnes, who have 
notonly the light of Nature, but the cleere and ma- 
nifeſt word of God,to ſhew us the iuſtice of God a- 
gainſt theſe ſinnes, nay the excellent and precious 
goſpell of Chriſt, promiſing to the repentant that 
forſake their {finnes and belcevethis ſacred truth,e- 

ternall felicitie and happineſſe? oh then how voyde 
of pretext ſhall we be, yea, how greatly ſhall this ag- 
gravate judgement againſt us,to live in ſinnes againft 
our as: and our conſcience , to whom 
Gods iuſtice is ſo cleerly manifeſted, to whom {o 
great meanes is afforded to reclaime us and recall 
us? Oh know we, it we againſt our knowledge and 
conſcience will thus ſtill continue our violence in 
ſinne, notwithſtanding this great mieanes afforded 
us, it ſhall bee eaſier for theſe Gentiles at the day of 
iudgement than for us. And thus much (beloved) 
For my firſt generall part,the pollutionof the Gen-+ 
tiles,.in reſpect of their owne proper linnes. 

Come Lnow unto: the ſecond obſerved general, 
the pollution of the Gentiles in reſpeR ofthe linnes 
of others : which the Apoſtleſers downe as adeep 
aggravation of their wickedneſle, and is thus in- 

orced to us, in thar they not oncly committed 
things worthy of death themſelves, bur favoured 
them that didthe ſame. 


It wasagrievous wickedneſle for them themſelves 
| t0 
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to commit things worthy of death by their owne 
proper (inries, but to favour and parronizethe ſame 
ih others, was moſt intolerable, and declared them 


tobceven of an incurable nature. The word uſed owd into. 


here by the Apoſtle doth nor ſignifie merely an aſ(- 
ſent, bur an approbation or patronizing, or (as ſome 
reade) an applauding of others intheir wickednefle, 


which was a thing common amongſt many of the So /c«ter. 


heathen : for they mainecained and defended pub- 
likely thoſe things which by the light of naturethey 
knew ro be finnes,and to deſerve death : as Fornica- 
tion, [dolatrie, yea, Murtherit ſclfe; as amongſt di- 
vers others we may ſee in Lnaxarchus, Arif dey 
and Caliſtheves,who when dlexander had {lainehis 
friend C/itrs, they became patrons of that horrible 
wickedneſſe. For, the firſt (an Epicure) perſwaded 
all things was lawfull for Kings ; the ſecond (a Sto- 
ickzreferred it _— to fate and deſtinie; the third 
uſed morall andcivill perſwaftons onely : but none 
of them laid open unto him the greatneſſe and foul- 


neſſe of his finne, but did ſooth him and defend him 


in that his horrid wickedneſſe, Briefly, for the fur- 
ther manifeſting and opening this great and odious 
guilt, confider we how many waies we may become 
partakers of the ſinnes of others; which wee may 
reduce unto twelve particulars. Firſt therefore un- 


derſtand wee that i#bex4o,by bidding and comman- mY 


ding zwickedneſle ro be done, we become to parti- 
cipate of that wickedneſſe, So Sawlbecame gui 

of themurther of innocent 4brmelech and his afſo-1 
ciats, becauſe hee did command this wickednefle to 


bends, 


1.Sam 12.19% 


be done, So Nebuchadnezzer became guilty of 'the Dan.;. 


peoples Idolatric, in falling down and worſhipping 
the-- 


Marke 6, 


Ads 418,20. 
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the golden Image, becauſe he commanded it to be 
done. So wicked Herod became guiltic of that great 
laughter of infants done in Bethlehem, and inthe 
Coaſts round about, becauſe hee commanded that 
bloody ſtratagemtobe ated . So alſo that Herod 
ſpoken of Mar.6,became guilty of the death of that 
bright ſhining light /ob» the Bop zi, becauſe he com- 
manded it bag done. Thus firſt jabends, by com- 
manding a wickedneſle to be done, we become guil- 
tic of the finne of others. 

Secondly, obediendo, by obeying ſuch unlawfull 
commands,wee become to participate of the ſinnes 
of others. This Shadrach , Meſhach and dbednegs 
knew right well, and therefore no violent threats 
Nor terrors could draw them to yeeld to an unlaw- 
full command, This the worthy Apoſtles knew 
moſt cleerly ; wherefore when the Prieſts and El- 
ders commanded them that they ſhould teach no 
more in thename Icſus,they plainly anſwer, we can- 
not but ſpeake the things which wee have ſeene and 
heard. This was the fault of treacherous Doeg, by 
which he became to participate ofthe wickednes of 
Sat: far although Sau! comanded his footmen that 
ſtood by him to lay Abimelech & his affociates,nor 
a hand was ſtirred nor foot moved to thatbloudy a- 


+. $1232.17, Rtion;but aſſoon as he ſpake to Dore, he became pre- 


1s, 


2.Sam. INI 6 
6. 


ſently a readie inſtrument to execute his cruell & un- 
lawfull comand. This alſo was the fault of 704+ for 
David Writing to him that Y7ia% ſhould be putin 
the forefront ofthe bartcll,and that there ſhould be 
areculing backe from him thar he might be {mitten 
and dye; preſently hee conſents unto this unlawfull 


command,{iniſterly to betray the life ofan innocent 
man, 
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o be man, and ſo became to participateof that bloody 
oreat fiane, So alſo when David commanded himtonum- | 
nthe berthe poor though hee miſlikedit, and hiscon- 9593+ 
that ſcience told himit was an evill, yet he deſiſted nor, 
lerod but became the inſtrument of this ſinne. This was 
' that alſo the fault of thoſe corrupt Iudges, 1.Kings 21. , .. 
com» for pernicious /cezabel writing a letter to them in _ 
cCOM- Ahabs name, that they ſhould get two wicked men 
guil. to ſweare againſt poore Naboth, thattheyihad heard 
him blaſpheme God and the King, and To to ſtone 

viull him to death, they performed it with all expedition, 

nnes and ſo became guilty of that crying ſinneythe ſhed. 

inego ding of the innocent blood of poore Naboth : oh 

reats how much better had it beene forthem, to have un- 

law- dergone the frowne of Jezabel, and the anger of 

new Ahab, than thus to have cnthralled their ſoules with 

| El- the guilt of a grievous crying finne? Andthus we 

hno ſee obedjendo, by obeying the unlawfull commands 

C4n- of others, wec become guilty of ſinne and wicked- 

and nefle, 

, by Thirdly, conſalendo, by giving advice andconn- 

*'s of ſellunto finiſter and ungodly paſlages, wee become 

that guilty of the ſinnes of others. So Achitophel was, 
,not guilty of the conſpiracie of M/olom againſt his Fa- YM 
ly a- ther David, becauſe hce did adviſe and counſell him 2.S2m-16.21; 
pre- therein. So in like manner the youngſters of Keho- * Ymt7-ls 
c UN» boxm were guilty of his violcnt anſwer tothe peo- ” 
: for plcof Iſraeli, and conſequently of the rending of '*Ning-12- 
utin the ten Tribes from the two, becauſe they did ad- 

d be viſe and counſell him to that virulent replie. Soalſo 

tten pernicious Herodies became guiltie of the death of ,,. ._. 
full lohn the Baptiſt, becauſe ſhe did counſcll and adviſe | 


her daughter to make that the ſubieR of her requeſt, 
N And 


Jer.33- 26,27, 


Plal.1ty7-75- 


Tudg-6-29, 30, 
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And ſo wee may ſee in the twenty third of Jeremie 
thoſe falſe Prophets were guilty of the finnes and 
errors of the people, becauſe they did adviſe them 
to falſe and evillthings, the deceits of their owne 
heart. Thus conſulcnds, by adviſtng and counſelling 
untoevill, we become culpable of that evill, 
Foutthly, adinveras, by giving any helpe or a(- 
fiſtance unto evill wee become guilty. of the cvill, 
whether one perſonally, verbally, or manually. 
Firſt perſofially,ſo was 7choſophat guilry of the fin of 
the Idolatrous King of Iſracll, becauſe he did perſo- 
nally aſsiſt &aid himin his raſh 8 violententerpriſc; 
Againe, verbally we become guilty of this ſin,when 
wee yeeld any afsiſting ſpeeches to exaſperate or ſer 
forward an cvill, So were the Edomites guilty of 
the crueltie of the Babylonians againſt Ieruſalem, 
becauſe, to exaſperateand {et forward the miſchicte, 
they cryed out, Downe with it, downe with it, even to - 
the ground. Soinlike manner were the Iracliresguil- 
ty of the abomination of zeal, whilſt rhey uſed 
ſtrong aſſiſtant ſpeeches for hitnzwho hath donerhis 
thing 2 who hath thus diſhonoured Baa/,as to break 
downe his Altar ? and when they finde it was Giae- 
on the ſonne of Joeſb, they cry out, Bring outthy - 
ſonne that hee may dye, that /oeſb was faine to ſay, 
Will yce plcad the cauſe of Bae/? will you uſe afsi- 
ſtant ſpeeches for him, and ſo parricipate of that 
wickedneſſe? Thus verbally,ufing afsifting ſpeeches 
for finncand wickednefle,we may become guilty of - 
that anne, | 
Apaine, tnanually wee become guilty of the ſins 
of others; andthat threemanner of waiecs :. by im- 
polition, {criprion, and ſubſcription. Firſt by 94 
tion, 
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ſition,that is,of hands:ſo men of ſpiritual ranke,that 
have power to ordain others, become guilty of their 
finnes, when they promote unworthy perſons unto 
that ſacred funftion : therefore that worthy Apo- 
ſtle Saint Pewl gives this as a ſerious charge to Timso- 


thy, Lay hands (faith hee) on no man raſbly; bee wot *Tin5-13, 


pertaker of other mens finnes : tkeepe thy ſelfe pare, 
Againe, by _ or writing we becometo par- 
ticipate of the finnes of others; and that not onely 


when we write for an evill, as David to /v4b, Texabel x; 
to the corrupt Iudges, Sexballat to Neherich, but Neb. 


when we write any thing that may give aſsiſtanceto 
an evill. So &44/bakeh was guilty of blaſphemie,and 
the heape of his Maſters cvills, whilſt in the writing 
to Hezekiah ro daunt him, he prefers him before the 
God of Heaven and Earth, and makes his Maſter 
(the ay of Afiria ) his ſucceflce over Idell gods, 
and Idolatrous nations, an argument thateven Ie- 
hova, the Lord of Hoſts ſhould not be able toſtand 
beforc him. Thus manually by ſcription or writing 
we may make the ſinnes of others to become ours. 
Thirdly, by ſubſcription we cometo participate 
of the finnes of others, when we ſubſcribe and ſer 
our hands tothat which is erroneous or cvill. The 
example of this in the ſcriptures is ſomewharrare, 
though the practice of irbee very frequent inthele 
our times ; for there isalmoſt no perſon ſo evil, nor 
evill ſo great, but weare aprto ſubſcribe and teſtific 
therein, and to uſe any aeiſtance ro.cOuntenance, 
exrenuate, or colour it. But thetimes, it ſcemes, 
not being antiently ſocvill, no-marvell if the (crip- 
tures bee ſomething ſilent herein, onely ſome {ym- 


pathy hereof wee may ſee in the fixtof Danic! ; for Dan 7,3,5. 


N 2 when 


Actual conſent 
is when we en« 
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when the Governours of Dari#s had con ſpired-a 
miſchicfe to intrap Daviel, and had drawne adccrec 
to that purpoſe, thatno petition ſhould bee asked of 
afiy, ſaving of Dariws, and that by the ſpace of thirty 
daies, and who ſo ſhould attempt the contrary, to 
beethrowne into aden of -Lions : when this gecrec 
was brought to Darius, hee confirmed it, that is, by 
ſubſcription and ſcaling of ir, and ſo became guilty 
of thcirfinne. And thus 4d/#vanas, by givingany 
helpe or afsiſtance unto evill, whetherit bee perſo- 
nally, verbally, or manually, we become guilty of 
that evill, 

Fiftly, conſextiendo, by conſent we come to make 
the ſinncs of others to become ours, andthatin a 


eertaine perſo. threefold kindez aQually, verbally, and filenrially. 


nall ſocierie 
with the wic- 
ked in their 
evils. 

Pſzl, 50.18. 
2-loh.v.10, 


Lev.19.17- 


v' Tim. 5.29. 


Of the firſt, the Propher David ſpeakes, deſcribing 
the nature of a wicked man, Whey thouſceſt 4 theefe 
thou conſenteſt with him, and art partaker with the a+ 
aulterers, Of the ſecond, Saint 1b» ſpeakes, who 


tells us, that if any deliver erroneous things, not 


bringing the dotrinc of Chriſt, we arc notto bid 
them ſo much as God ſpeed; for by that conſent, 
he tclls us, wee become partaker of (their) evill 
deedes. Thirdly, filentially wee become guiky of 
this {inne : for there is conſenſus ſilentti, a conſent of 
ſilence ; as when we ſee finne and ſay nothing of it, 
which 1s contrary to Gods iniundtion, Thou ſhalt 
plainely rebuke thy neizhbour, and not ſuffer him to fin, 
andcontrary tothe Apoſtle, Thoſe (ſaith he) haz ſo 
rebuke openly, that the reſt may feare : and iris a cleer 
rule, that as maalum conſilium inducit in peccatum, {0 
malum ſulentinm relingquit _—_ asevill counſell 


Icades (a man)into finne, {0 evill filence. leaves hs 
| man) . 
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man) in ſn. Therfore what the holy Ghoſt ſpeakes 
concerning the wicked man, is fit to be obſerved by pal.co.2r. 
all, a duc reſpe& being had to time, to place and b GE 
perſon. And thus by conſenting tothe fines of a- ſerety bones 
thers, whether it bee actually, verbally, or filenri- in order betore 
ally, we become guilty of the fiunes of others, © 

Sixtly jndulgends, by indulging and flattering 0- 
thers in ſinne we become culpable of theirfinne: 
ſo the wicked arc (aid to blefle the covetons, that is, 
ro indulge and flatter them in theirevill. A dange- 
rous courſe , for,as Auftine fpeakes, the tongues of Aug. in r/. 


flatterers doe binde the (oules of men in finne, T his Advlantium , 


lnguz alli- 


was that for which the Lord did cry out againſt the ganranimas in 
Prophets of Teruſalem , witncſsing that they did peccnis, 
ſtrengthen the hands of the wicked / ſoindulging [774213'2% 
and flattering them in their ttnnes, that'none could moan 
returne from their wickednefle) for whichthe Lord rllhar Anrf- 
dothteſtific againſtrhem, thar they were to him as warn 
GORE - COIIED of Gomorrah : for to #4 wenxzs 
them that did defpiſe him,they -proclaimed . - they ff 225, 
ſhould have hee. pur ro ——_ walked after the Fenrerrs fall | 
ſtubbdornneſlc of their owne hearts, they concluded, — 
noevill ſnould come unto them ſo flattering them 4.5 among 
in theirevills,that they did binde up their ſoules in flarterers. 
fine. A linne fo familiar in theſetimes,thar there is 

ſcarce anic wickedacſle {o great,or errour ſo odious, 

butit findes ſome Paraſice or other toflatter and -in- 


dulge it : but he, faith Sa/omzpn, thar faith to the wice ©191-24-24+ © 


ked, Thou art righteous enough( thereby flattering 


him and ſtrengthniag him in his finne )hinxthe peo- p41 ud, + 


ple will curſe , yea, againſt ſucir as theſe the Lord 

imſclte doth denouncea woe, plainly teſtifying he 

willexecute up9nthem the fierecnefſc of his wrath, 
ES ;, And -- 
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Exod.179-14. 


Iudg.2.3- 
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And thus wealſo ſee that by indulging and flatte- 
ring others in finne,wee become partakers of their 
inne, 

Seventhly,yecipexdo,by receiving into our houſes 
and ſocieties wicked and ungodly perſons, we come 
to participate of their evils. This was Sauls fault, 
who entertained wicked 4zag into his Court, whom 
the Lord had accurſed. This was the fault of the I(l- 
raclires,who reccived into their ſocictic irreligious 
and prophane women, who became as thornes in 
their ſides, to infe@t them withtheirevills,and to ex- 
aſperatethe wrath of the Lord againſt them. This 


r-King.11-1,2 alſo was Sa/omens defet, who by his entertaine of 


P fal, 101.6. 


So 44exi4hmnightbe ſaid to be guiltic of the finne 


| ian women, and divers others of Heatheniſh 


latrous condition, became cul mo of their 
evils, to the deepe tainture of his ſoule with ſinne, 
and the no ſmall provocation of the wrath of God 
againſt him. Be we therefore warie how we reccive 


into our houſesor ſocieties known wickedand irre- 


ligious perſons. This was Davids wiſedome, wor- 
thic of imitation, ine eyes ( faith hee )ſball be wnts 
the faithfull of the land, that they may dwell with me : 
he that walketh in a perſeit way ſhall be with me. And 
thus recipiendo, by receiving into our houſes and ſo- 
cieties wicked and ungodly perſons, wee become 
—_— _—_ =_maY 5 K 
Eighthly, poſs3dendo , ofleſsing evill gotten 
os - we 4/5 guiltie ofthe moons. fb others : ſo 
the children may bc {aidtobe guiltie ofthcir fathers 
ſinnes,whilſt they poſleſicrhe goods and revennues 
whichthey have gotten by oppreſsion,by uſuric,by 
fraudeand deceit, or any other unlawtull meanies. 


of 
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of his father ©4446, in poſſefsing that which hee got 

wickedly and by the cffuſsion of innocent bloud. 

Yea, this is an evill which God doth often ſcourge 

with a ſtrit hand of juſtice; for we may many times 

behold the children to waft and conſume diſſolure- 

ly, whattheir fathers did raven and gripe together 

wickedly : and it is ſeldome ſeenerhatevill gotten Ne male qua 
oods do continue untothe third generation, Hence ger tens he. 

it was that /ehoiakim haviug cnlarged himſclfe by res. 

wicked and unlawfull meanes, the Lord did not on- ——__— 

ly denounce that he ſhould be buried as an Aſſe is ill gotten by 

buried, but did alſo teſtifie , that though his ſonne = Syre,are 

Coniah wereasthe fighet of his righthand, yet hee 51h che 

would pluck him thence, and would give him into third heyre;' 

the hands ofrhem that ſhould ſceke his life, 8&c, This 15.3219 

is that which Zophar ; marr in /obs Hiſtory of tob 20.16, 

them thargottheirwealth wickedly and unconſci- 

onably,growing great by the ruines of other men, 

that thoughthey and theirs may flouriſh for a time, ver... 

yet ({aith he) the fire that is not blown ſhall deyoure © 

them, and that which remaineth in their tabernacle 

ſhall bee deſtroyed ; the Heaven ſhall declare their 

wickednefle, and the carth ſhall riſeupagainſtthem, - 

the increaſe of their houſe ſhall goc away, irſhall 

flow away inthe day of Gods wrath; for his houſe Tob 25.18. 

(that is, his ſtare, his wealth, his pompe, his glory ) 

is asthe building of amoth, that is, notonly by the 

hurtand ruine of others, but alſo fraile-and fickle, 

(as a watchman makes his lodge) for aſmall ſeaſon ; 

ir ſhall never remaine long to his poſterity: for as 

the Prophet Habatwt fpeakes, there is as it were a Habs. 

loudclamor betweenethe walles, and in the buil- 

dingsof the wicked, the tones, as itwere, crying 

Our, © 
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96 Theblindneſſe of awilfull ſumer. 
out, Wee were laid here by oppreſsion and uſury ; 
andthe timber as it were anſwering it, We were f 
med andereRted by bribes and corrupt rewardes,by 
fraud, deceit and falſhood, by ſacriledge and devou- 
ring of holy things. So that David might well ſay, 
A ſmall thing tharthe righteous harh, that is, gotten 
lawfully and with a good conſcience, is better than 
y_ riches to the wicked and mighty,that is,gorten 
infully and corruptly. And thus wee ſce, that poſ5i- 
dendo, by polleſsing evill gotten goods and reven- 
nues, we becomeguilty of the ſinne of others. 
Ninthly, ce/ando, by keeping cloſe and concea- 
ling the ſinnes of others wee become culpable of 
their fins. So Symeon and Levi were mutually guilty 
of cach others bloody intention againſt the Shiche- 
mites. So Dalilah and the Philiſtims became mutu- 
ally culpable of cach others wicked praQtice againſt 
Sampſon. So alſo Ananias and Saphira became tain- 
ted with cach others hypocriſic. So /ud4as andthe 
Iewes became in like manner guilty of each others 
conſpiracie againſt that innocent Lambe Chriſt ITe- 
ſus : for theſe (even allof them)concealed and kept 
cloſe their wicked practice. Briefly, many are the 
particulars unto which this finne might bee bran- 
ched,but to avoid prolixitic, and to ſort it according 
tothetime, it may molt fitly reflect upon Iurors,to 
whom it belongs, by the obligement of their oath, 
to informe againſt the finne and wickednefle of 0- 
thers, their drunkenneſle, their aduleeries, their 
blaſpheming of Gods ſacredname, their contempt 
of his holy ardinanccs,finnes open, and notoriouſ- 
ly famous, uſuall and frequent fortheſerherefore 
to conceale and bury in flznce {without any duc in- 
formation) 


Þ 


and 


ſer t 


tie, untill hee beecl 


of the Lord. Yea 
hard hearted Phar 


neſſe. And here wee 
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formation) theſe foule and odious ſinnnes they 
draw the guilt of them upon their owne ſoules and 
conſciences, and that in a high and a ſpeciall maner: 
for by this meanes they ſtrengthen the handes of 
the wicked, and kcepe them back from repentance 
and theturning from ſin. For by informing agai 
ſinne, it comes to be puniſhed, and puniſhment is an 
excellent meanes to incite and ſtir up deplorement 
itencie for ſinne, When will wicked Mane/- 
tmade Hieruſalem to flow with blood, when 
will hee bee brought to ſee his finne, 
his wickedneſle 2 alas, never untill he be in captivi- 

with fetters , and bound cho, ;3:11; 
with chaines, oh then hee will ſce his finne, and ac- 
knowledge his wickednefſe, then hee willhumble | 
himſelfe, and intreat mercy and favour atthe hands ***** 

by the ſtrength of puniſhment, 

himſelfe will bee broughrto 

confeſle that the Lord is righteous, but hee and his Exod.;.1s. 
peogle are wicked. And we may cleerly ſce by day- 

y experience ſome tobe ſoimpudentin ſinne, thar J<2 ome are 
by impunitic they becomeanimared, andare onely geminble, 
by due puniſhmene reſtrayned. 
Democritus were wont to ſay, there were two di- 
vine lightes, Rewards and Puniſhments, the one to 
animate vertue, andthe other to reſtraync wicked- Þ< aſperitic of 
behold the ſtrange abuſe 
of thingy If a man bediligent torecourſe to heare 
the wordthenod for the benefit and comfort of his 
ſoule, afz<a cycis{oone ſervpon him : Let him be 
religious without faRion, and hee ſhall hardly finde 
favour of any ſide, But let himbe a Li 
him ſpcnd the time in A" and Drunkenneſle, c 


and to deplore 


Therefore Solow and ſuch whole e- 


bertine, ler 
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g8 Theblindneſſeof a wilfull ſinner. 
In other grofle and loathſome finnes, let him have 
ſome fanaticall intoxication, ſome corrupt leaven 
that is apt toſowera whole lumpe,and this is paſt by 
lokn 15-19. if ſilence, for the world loves his owne.Oh grievous 
impictic ! for what is this, but to ſpare the raveni 
Dare veniam Crowes (that are apt to prey-upon every mcizn 
Corn be andto vex theinnocent Doves ? As therefore you 
regard the converſton of others, as you tender your 
owne ſalvation, as you would be frec from contra- 
Eing upon your ſoules the heavie burthen of other 
mens loathſome ſins, ſobe you cautious duly to in- 
forme againſt their impieties, that God may be ho+ 
noured, finne may bee ſuppreſſed , and your conſci- 
ences may bediſcharged. And thus we ſee ce/anado, 
by concealing and keeping cloſe the {innes of 0+- 
thers, we become partakers of them, and draw their 
guilt upon our ſoules. h 
Tenthly, irrizendo, by ſtirring upand provokin 
others unto evill, we become culpable of that evil 
So Balaack became guilty of Bal/aams wicked aQion 
Numb.22.15 in comming tocurſethe people of God, becauſe he 
; did ſtir himup,and provoke him untothat miſchiefe. 
Prov.z.18.. So that woman in Sa/omoyp, beſides her owne per- 
' ſonall wickednefſe, became culpable of the finne 
of that yongueman, becauſe ſhee did incite him, 
and 'ſtirre him up to commit adulterie with her. 
Ezra 4.179 Sothe adverſaries of /udah and Beniemin, became 
guilty of the hindering of the building <Bxhe Tem- 
ple of Hicruſalem, becauſe they ſtirr&11E5 and pro- 
Cyrus and Ar. Voked the Kings of Perſia thereunx6* VY in like 
racracs. Manner the Luxurious Libertines of this time; be- 
come _ of the ſinnes of others,whilſt they 
provoke them, and ſtir them up to foule and _ 
ACS. 
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finnes, proclaiming withthoſe wicked ones in Se/o- 
mon, Eome, calt in your lot with us, let us pollefle 
the pleaſuresthar be preſent : raking it for a'ſpeciall (,9%'* . 
glory to lade them with cbrietie and drunkennefle, TY 
andto inſnare their ſoules with wickednelſle; entrin 
into no {mall rage, if any ſhall retuſero runne with 
them to the ſame odious exceſle, as wee haveeven x.Pet.4.4; 
lately experience : which crying finne, were wor- One beatents 
thy to receive exemplary puniſhment, to theterror ned 
of others. And thus wee fce, irri#anas, by ſtirring taſting exceſſe 
and provoking others unto evill, we become culpa- j Tining, & 
ble of thatevill. ns 
Eleventhly , comnivends, by connivencie and ſpecch in their 
winking at the ſinnes of others, wee makethem to __ on 
become ours. This wasthe fault of old E/z, for by  _ 
, his connivencie and winking at the finnes of his 
children, he became to participate of their wicked- *5=-3-14- 
neſle ;. for which, the Lord did witneſle, that hee 
would cut off his arme, and the arme of his Fathers 
houſe, thatthere ſhould not an old man be left in it, 
and thatthis wickedneſle ſhould nor be purged with 
ſacrifice or offering, This wasthat whichthe Apo- 
ſtle did ſo ſharply reprove.inthe Corinthians, con- 
cerning the inceſtuous perſon, becauſe they did 
wink at his evill, and not rather abandon his focie- 
tic; for knew ye n0t ({aith he) that a little leawen doth 
leven the whole lumpe? This therefore is a great wic- 
kedneſle in any, and makes them parrakers of the 
finnes of others; for it isarule in generall, that qus 
tolerat aliena peccata, cum tollere poſsit, ſua facit, hee 
(that by- connivencie ) ſuffers the ſinnes of others, 
when (by due reproofe) hee may take them away, 
makesthem his owne : bur yer itis moſt intolerable 
O 2 in 


1,Coc.s 6, 


Ray 58.2. 
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in thoſe of publike place, bee they of Eccleſiaſtick 
or of Civill condition. For,concerning the firſt, it is 
Gods owne injunionthat they muſt cry aloud,and 
muft not ſpare, but muſt lifr up their voyces like 
trumpets to tcll the people of their {innes (even) the 


houſe of Iacob of their tranſpgreſsions : the contra- 


ry whereof is deepely diſtaſtfull, as God himſelfe 
doth witnefſe ; 0h 1/rael{(faith hee) thy Propbets are 
like the foxes in the waſt places, they riſe not up inthe 
Gaps, they make not up the hedge for the houſe of 1ſraell 
to land in the battellin the day of the Lord, And wee 
may ſce in the ſecond of the Revelation, that the 
Lord rebukes the Angell, that is, the Paſtor of the 
Church of Pergamus, becauſe by his connivencie 
he ſuftered the pernicious doctrine of the-Nicholai- 
tans to bee ſpred abroad, tothe diſhonour of God, 
and the preiudice of his people. Soin like manner 


Bern, Mihinon hee reproves the Angell of the Churchof Thiatira, 


hcet tacete cui 


ex officio in- 
cumbir pec- 


becaulc hee permitted /ezebel, that ſeeming Prophe- 
teſle, to ſeduce the people from the true ſervice of 


cantes arguere. God unto odious Idolatrie. Oh, ſaith zerward, it is 


Exech.; 


Idor.de ſumma 


bono 4p. 26. 


not lawfull for me tohold my pcace,to whom it be- 
longs of dutie to reprove tho'c that ſinne , the neg- 


51 cos 2ut is* Je whereof, God himſelfhath bound withno lefle 


norantes, non 


rudiant,aut 


penalty, than life for life, than ſoule for ſoule : ther- 


peccantes non. fore well might /fdore conclude, that totheſe of 


arguant. 


Chry/oft. ſuper 


this ranck there remaincs extreame miſerie, if either 


match. in operethey inſtru notthe-tgnorant, or-reprove not them 
mpor/.bom. 31+ that ſinne, For :as Chr y/oftome ſpeakes, Theſe areto 


Sgcerdoy 
populo,ficut 


the people, as-the roote tothe tree, as the ſtomack 


radix in arbore £0 the body; if therefore. there bee a defeR inthe 
& licut oma R Gore, if it COmmuUnicate not due ivice and vigour, 


chus in corpo- 


re, Kc, 
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Stomack be full of crude and raw humours, the Bo- 
dy muſt needs be grievoufly diſtempcred. Thus we | | | 
ſcetheſe of Ecclefiaſtick condition, by connivency, 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


become guilty of the finnes of others. 

Secondly, thoſe of publique ranke in reſpeR of 
civill and politicall government, by connivencie do 
make the ſinnes of others to become theirs : for 
theſe have ſpeciall power to ſuppreſle evill, as thoſe 
to whom the {word of juſtice is committed, as thoſe 
which are the miniſters of God to take vengeance on Rom.1z. 4.Or 
them that doeevill ; therefore connivencic in theſe, 29 ® 
ohtis the veric nurſe of cvill,and tends to the ruine Nexris 04.) , 
of Church and Common-wealth . What ſpeciall 
care ought theſe therefore to have, that neyther by 
negle&, oppreſsion or partialitie they taint them- 
ſelves with anie iniuſtice? Not by negleR, this was 
the fault of Demerrimathe King of Macedon, who 
negleding the complaints of the people,didalienate | 
and withdraw their affeions,. tothe preiudice of | 
himſelfe, and the damage of his whole countrey : | 
whereas,faith Ambroſe,a iuſt man is a ſpeeiall wall to qnbr.de 45r45 | 
his Countrey,whoſe fidelitic keepes tt,whoſe iuſtice b<:< 5.& l.5. * | 
defends it from deſtrution, Againe,not by oppret- ied when | 
ſion or partialitie, for , as Gregory ſpeakes, a Magi- murusparriz * | 
ſtrate, as hee is a Magiſtrate, ought neither to have i1isn0% fides | 


qu 0 : fervat,juſticia * 8 
amicum nor inimicum, nor friend nor foes, nor favo+ ab excidiodes 


rize nor oppoſite : therefore, ſaith Ambroſe, let hiny fendit. | 

no hatred, by no preiudice, by-no lightnefſgor s ad pronumciane | 

be Iuſtices asare not only-men of courage, ſuch as {.ncone, nulla [| 
0.3, Lawes:- 


' 


' 


iudgc, which 35 led to pronounce ( his ſentence) by denk ſup Iyer 
tiall reſpet. Wherefore /etbro would have ſuch to 9m mule | 
agar not pailos interimere- &. gallines preterire., leviate ducan 1 


Tudicer iNe,qui | 
dio,nulla of | 
tkethe leller and palle bythe greater , as if the *** | | 
| 
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Lawes were like to Spider-webs, to catch the little 
flyes,bur to ler the greater breake away , bur as the 
digniticand greatneſle of the perſon doth increaſe 
the fault /as Sexeca ſpeakes)and makes it fouler, ſoit 
ſhould increaſe the puniſhment and make it the ſhar- 
per . Wherein Papinianm was {0 abſolute, ſo voyde 
of _re{pe&t of perſons, that hee choſe rather to dye 
than to excule the parricide of Antonius BaſSianus, 
Obſerve we thereforc,ethro would not only have 
theſe to be men of courage, ſuch as might not bee 
daunted to execute juſtice for the great lookes or 
proud carriage of any perſon, but alſo men fearing 
God,ſuch as had religion in their hearts : for( cui bo- 
nt, qui ſibi nequam, to whom can he be good, that is 
evilto hiniſeltc 2) how can he execute iuſtice abroad 
that hath a corrupt conſcience at home £ If our own 
hearts be infeRted with the grofle eprlepſies of cbrie- 
tie,adulteric,contempt of Godand his Ordinances, 
or with the unſavours ſeeds of exorbitancie or fa- 
ction, we will hardly ducly punith theſe in others : 
therfore (ſaith Ambroſe)let him iudge of the fault of 
another,which hath not,that hee may condemae in 
himſelf; let him iudge w** doth not the ſame things 
which he thinkes fit to be puniſhed in another, left 
whileſt he iudge of another, he pronounce ſentence 
againſt himſelfe. For,as the Apoſtle ſpeakes,#hink- 
eſt thou,0 man, that indgeft them which ao ſuch things, 
and doſtthe ſame, that thouſhalt eſcape the judgement of 
God? tor,as Abraham worthily ſpeakes, ſballnot the 
Iudge of all the world do right ? Take wee heed there- 
forethat weexecuteiuſticeat home (mortifying and 


bearing downe our owne private corruptions) that 


wee may the better iudge others abroad. For this 
pw- 
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purpoſe Ariſtotle doth call a Tudge a living law, to Arift.c.Fth.c.4 
ſhew that he ſhould ever retain due vigor & ſtrength O "I | 
of vertue at home in his owne conſcience, that hee” * | 


might never be queld nor tainted with ſiniſter paſ- 
ſages abroad to others. Briefly , the matter of inju- 
ſtice (in what kind ſoever) was ever ſo odious, that 
Mcicnt Lawes angry ſevere puniſhment againſt 
it,as appeareth by Tu{yin his Oration for the Law 
Manilia,by the Coat, by the Digeſts : where it is ſet 
downe, that if it were in a pecuniaric matter, there 
ſhould be a threefold reſtitution, and a removeall 
from auchoritie ; but if it were in a criminall cauſe, 
there ſhould bea confiſcation of all their goods,and 
a perpetuall baniſhment. Yea Gel/izsrels us, that b 
the Law of the twelve Tables this evill was puniſh- 
ed withno leſle than death it ſelfe. O but-obſerve 
wenow,in how great a meaſure were it within rhe 
compaſle of this guilt,if by connivencic upon fini- 
ſter reſpeRs there ſhould be a paſsing by of thoſe 

rofle criminall offences,ſo trequet in theſe times,as 
Erſtche reat contempt of Gods word,wherein ma- 
ny may be found that verie rarely,that very ſeldome 
recourſe to the houſe of God to heare his ſacred 
truth propounded unto them; great demonſtration 
of Atheiſme . Wee may ſee that the Law of God 
provided thatthe Lepers (tothe end they might be 
knowne of all,and as infeious perſons ſhunned of 
all) ſhould have their clothes rent , their head bare,a 
covering upontheir lips, and were enjoyned to cry, 
Iamunclecane,I amuncleanc : And ſhall theſe, farre 


more dangerous than Lepers, whoſe contagion 


tends to the ruine of ſoule and body , ſhall theſe re- 


ceive no due puniſhment, that all might note _ | 


y Gell.l.20-£.1» 


Lev.1 147% 


\ 


| 


| d | 
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and ſhunthem 2 Oh know wethar, as Seneca ſpeakes, 
vitiaſerpunt in vicinos & contatts nocent, ſinnes are 
inteious,and do breathe fortha contagious ſteame 
tothe neighbouring parts. Againe, wee ſce if the 
credite and reputation of men be touch by the taint 
of unſayoury tongues, the lawes ſoone yeeld a re- 
medy : but oh ſtrange times | ſhall the ſacred nan 
of God beedeeply blaſphemed 2 ſhall unhallowed 
creatures by their horrid oaths pierce the very Hea- 
vens ? and by their hell-bred execrations affront the 
very throne of God 2 and ſhall none regard it * 
| though God himlſelfe, as icalous of his own reputa- 
[ Exod 20.7. tion,do plainly tell us, that he will not hold theſe as 
| uiltlefle, bur doth cleerly conclude, Though none 
- ſball regardto puniſhit,yer he himſelfe will revenge 
it with ſome grievous miſery ; for( faith the Lord) 
Becauſe F4 oathes the whole Land ſhall monrne. 
Thirdly, for thoſe two foule concurrent finnes, 
drunkenneſſe and adulterie, confederate miſchicfes, 
Theſe two fins monſters begot by kelliſh ſpirits, burthenſome to 
"0 _— tbecarth, offenſive to the heavens, loathſome toall 
conbinedto-! true Chriſtian affeRions , how uncontroulcable 
-gerher;burdoe yalke they in our ſtreets * how diſdainfull of ourre- 
bound 21 each Proofes? and what ? ſhall juſtice ſmile at theſe foule 
place. innes? ſhallnow, great lookes, ſwaggering habits, 
large purſes, or ſome ſecret ſolliciting Parafits work 
favour to.thele baſe deltgnes? Oh remember wee, 
that the very heathen by the light of natureknew 
rm ts. heſelinnesto beodious; andtherforein the Athe- 
= ***  nianCommon-wealch, by the Law of Solon, they 
Philip. afione 9, WCIC puniſhed with no lefſe, than death it ſelfe. 
Ohknow we, thatnow in theſe our times, theſe fins 
became impoſtumared, ſweldſo high, that it is or 
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(all favour laid aſide )tolancethem with the ſword 
of iultice ; for they ſo peſter each place, that they 
become more noiſome than the loathſome fr 
tothe land of Egypt. Oh therefore ſuffer n— 
foule finnes; by connivencie,'ta refletupon your 
ſoules, let God have his glorie, let {inne have his Phocyl.n# 

duc deſert. You might remember what the very = Wojuecys 

heathen man exhorts, Diſtribute (faith hee) that Grdes nk 
which is juſt unto all, wreſt not indgement unto Po/cllms, cop.4, 
[partiall) favour : for which cauſe the Areopagites JE er 


hon. & S1g0m, 


were wont to iudge by night inthe darke, thatthey 1,;. 


* mightnotreſpetthoſe that did ſpeak, butthe things They uſedto 


a 
that were ſpoken ; nor the perſon, but che cauſe. © - 5g io much by 
You might remember what Tw{ic tells you, that the words of 
you have Godthe witneſle of your iudgements: or a de 

[ , Ss or the witneſ( 
you might call ro minde the abſolute ens 0 Of ſes,as by that 
worthy-Teanes, whole owne ſonne being takenin e- £onicience 
vill, hee referred him to due courſe of Law, and ,.ccciveqof 
would uſe no partialitie : or you might + rom matrer in 


iuſtice the own oy 


Artificer were deprived 0 Cicero, 30 fe, * 
e deprived of a hand, or of an eye; hee —_— | 


Ghoſt doth tell ir you,that the God of Heaven dot 
ſitin themidſt of your aſſemblies, declaming 


out againitallGaifier paſlages, wort 23k 
; Mohitice, 
As thercforcevery information isco bee diligently quis innocens 


ſcarched, how tryc it is ( for if itbce ſufficient to me __u 
| P | 
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cuſe, who ſhall bee innocent 2) ſo it being found to 
be true? oh let it receive no indulgence, but a due 
impreſsion of iuſtice, for you ſee it is cleere, that by 
connivencie you make the finnes of others to be- 
come yours,cventhele grofle, theſe foule and loath- 
ſome finnes. And thus you may obſerve the ſcope 
of the cleventh point, how we cometo participate 
of the ſinnes of others, 
Laſtly, defendendo, by defending the ſinnesvf 0+ 
thers we come to make their ſins to be ours. So was 
| wicked /zabel{ guilty of the baſe Idolatrie of the 
i.King.192+ Prieſts of Bas/; forſhe did defend them, and main- 
caine them, and-in theircauſe proteſted revenge a- 
rw religious Elijah, So in like manner Corah and 
is accomplices, became guilry of the looſeneſle & 
wickedneſſe of the people, forthey defended them 
that they were holy md righteous enough.So,ds my 
Texttells you, the Heathen were guilty ofthe ſinnes 
of others; forthey did defend, patronize, antlap- 
pat wk '» Plauderhem in their wickedneſſe. A finne common 
lends thoſe *1n theſe ourtimes ; for firſt, What cauſe isthere ſo 
cauſes which bad but ſome Lawyer,that hath ſould his conſcience 
mO——_— for mony, willdefend it, and plead for it, and la- 
they knowto | bour till hee blow againe, that you may ecafily be- 
ems gray holdthe weight of the Fec, inthe very force of the 
is athing od:> Wordes 2 Againe, whatmatter is ſo vile, or favours 
ouzthus to. of ' {much deceipr, oppreſsion, or ſacritedge, but 
vis  theinferiour troupe(the Seminaries of diffention ) 
a tongue anda ] tneanc wrangling Atturnies(I ſpeake only of thoſe, 
or pkg for as many aSbe honeſt, it concernes then not)will ' 
cenary,as for - | rs ſnatch atit, as having fouldtheirhoneſty 
rewardsto, forpetty Bees, and bopght them aleaden heart, and 


- "7 a braſen face, to bee daunted at-nothing, to bee 
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aſhamed of nothing, that wax farbyſucki 

the iuice of mens violent and furious ren 

that cloath themſelves and their dependantsby in- 

flaming ſtrifes and contentions, that grow rich by 

the fall and ruines of other men : the bitter taint 

of whoſe infetion doth daily increaſe more and 

more, as expericnce doth cleerly witneſſe. And 

would to God ſome ſteps of this evill were not to 

be ſcene even inthe Tribe of Levi : forhow prone 

may weſce certaine of this ranke, to nouriſh(ſome) 

the faious, extenuating and patronizing their falſe 

and erroneous paſſages, cenſuring them as wicked 

and malicious , that m_ their ungodly deſignesr 

Againe, ſome others defending eventhe moſt pro- 
phane(thatlive in daily groſle and odious impieties) , 7;.,..; 
that they are righteous cnough : for (ſay they) now Thar there is 
in a planted Church, all are converted, or at leaſt \%*%*or $-— 
ſooneandeaſily to beconverted; and therefore ins people being 
ferre, that now there is lictle uſe of the preaching of converted,is « 
the word ; that, that charge of P4u/to Timothy, to vg of ana 
bee inſtant to preach the word, both in ſcaſon and baprime,for 
ourof ſeaſon, is corruptly alledged to provea ne- *Þ*y affume,as 


ceſGity of preaching in theſetimes, Oh what rp 
Anabaptiſticall fancies bee theſe? tending tothe & Faith they; 


diſhonour of God, to the contempt of his ordi- f/m» Con 


nance, to the offence of the weake, tothe nouriſh- 5x. 
ment of Atheiſme, and ſo to ſtreagthenche hands 7h*the new 


of the wicked, asftill tointhrall chem in the miſeta- ;; mw 


ble ſnare of their potlutions , An evill ſo great,thas G Lncedeth 


Goddoth witneſle ſuchas theſe ro bee unto him, as g.4 $crip. 
tures,creatures 
or ordinances of the Church to ſupport him, but is aboye them ; by which is excluded 
tharprineipall ordinance the -_—_ of rhe Word, and is cleane contrary to S, Beter, 
who biddeth us ce debie the _ ilke of the word that we may grow thegby.1.Per, > 
| 2 gYO0aome g 


—— OC —— ——— <—_— 
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Matz8.19, Sodome, and astheinhabirants of Gomorrah,” Oh 

Rom.10-144 that we would therefore ſpeake more reverently of 

"5- 1x6, the Preaching of the word, as of the ordinance of 

Epheſ,6.17. God, his power unto ſalvation, the ſword of the 

2, Tim,z-15- ſpirit, to cut downe the weedes of the ſoule, by 

which weare made wife unto ſalvation,and togrow 

EpheC.4.15- up.in Chriſt, which is the head, preſsing hard to- 
Phil-3-14 ward the marke, untill arlength wee come unto a 

perfe&t man, that is, a full perfeion of grace in 

Eph.41;* Godseverlaſting Kingdome , in regard wherof the 
Apoſtle did conclude, Neceſsitie was laid upon 
him, and wocuntg him if hee did not preach the 
Goſpell. 

And thus we ſce,beloved in Chriſt Ieſus,how tna- 
nie waycs we become partakers of the ſinnes of 0- 
thers; but eſpecially (as we ſce unfolded unto us,as 
the moſt grievous of all ) we become tainted with 
this guilt,by defending and patronizing the ſinnes 
of ockere : a wickednefle that doth aggravate our 
finne,and haſtenthe juſtice of God againſt us, as we 
ſcecleer example in theſe Gentiles ſpoken of by the 
Apoſtle, who for this foule contagion were delive- 
red over into a reprobate nature,and that moſt con- 
dignly : forifthe defence of our own np to ſinnes 
be (as Origen ſpeakes) limen inferni, the veric next 
ſtepto hell zif it doth duplicere peccatum, double the 
ſinne,as Auguſtine ſpeaks, how much more grievous 
is itthen,and worthy of the ſtricteſt ſtroke of juſtice, 

' when we be come tothat height of wickedneſle, as 
notonly rodefend our owne proper finnes, butto 
applaude and patronize the finnes of others 7 Brief- 
ly,ſince this evill is ſogreat,fince by this and by ma+ 
mc other waycs (as hath beene made knowne unto 
| us) 


þ Cor. g« 16. 
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us) we become partakers of the fignes of others,to 

the heavie burthening of our ſoules, andrhed 

exaſperating of the wrath of God againftus ; Ohter 

it imprefle within us theſe neceflarie dueties. 

Firſtef all to be cautious ro workout our falvati- 
on even with feare and trembling, caſting farre from *Þ2-13% 
us the unbridled raines of difſolute affe&ions, of all 
carnall preſumptionand fecuririe, 

Secondly,that we would intreat the heavenly Fa- 
ther to purge out of us the leaven of our corrupti- 
on,and daily to weaken in us the ſtrength of finne, 
that doth ſo much prefle us downe,and hang fo faſt ycbr.r2, x. 
upon us,that ſo,confidering our wayes, we may eve- 
rie one of usin our ſeverall places, both ſuperiour 
and inferiour, everie day turne our feete more and 
more unto Gods ſacred teſtimonies, And laſtly,that | 
we would be moved carneſtly to deſire him to pre- Þ'*l us 
vent in us the participation of the finnes of others : miſers cum 
for if (as Bernard ſpeakes in his owne perſon) our venerit dies jus 
owne proper ſinnes be ſo grievous, that bo be able © & apert 
to make us ſtand before the T ribunall ſcat of Chriſt, quibus omnes 
trembling and heavie, with heads hanging downe Jones mens! 
for ſhame and confuſion of conſcience, as remem- gs 
bring all our wickednefle,when it ſhall be ſaid unto Domino, reci. 
us, behold the men and their workes ; how much C—_ 
morethen when the foule heape of other mens fins pro confulione 
ſhall be laid to our charge, which wee have wilfully conſcientiz, © 
contracted upon our {oules,and made them ours by ey, | 
participation * How fit is it therfore , that to prevent pote comme- 
this great miſeric, wee would cry out with wor- Mi: iolorong-: 
thy Davia,Let us not commit wicked workes with meorum,cum 
them that worke iniquitie,let us not cate of their de- —_ _— 
licates; bur keepe us Lord fromtheir ſnare , even oyeracjus.., 


from - 


RI 


- 


Ver.s; 


P fal,,41.3- 


iro The blindneſſe of awilfull ſinner; 
from the grins of the workers of iniquitie, ſetting 
not only a watch before our lippes, and keeping the 
doore of our mouthes,, but guarding everiepart of 
us, preſerving us as the apple of thinc owne eye,ſet- 
ting us asa ſcale uponthine heart, and as a fignet up- 
on thy arme,that we thy ſervants may fourith inthy 
courts, by aftrengrh of = in this life, and by 
a ſtate of glory inthy everlaſtingkingdome for ever, 
The which pious care,that wee may attaine to that 
glorious we the heavenly Father beplcaſed toin- 
grave upon our ſoules and conſciences,for the pre- 
cious merits of his onely Sonne Chriſt Ieſus: To 
which Fatherand Sonne, with their moſt holy Spi- 
rit,three perſons and one indiviſible eſſence, be all 
praiſe, power and glory,of all creatures in hea- 
venand incarth, from this time 
forth , and forever- 
mores 


that 
toin- 


 Spi- 


tancly caſt themaway, as loathſome dead carka 


Runne ſo that yee may obtaine. 


g He Apoſtle in this preſent Chap- 
*&& | tcr, doth very diligently ſet forth 
KI] ( beloved in our Saviour Chriſt) . 
WTR | how farre weare todiſcend from 
that Chriſtian libertic (Which 0- 
therwiſe we might lawfully uſe) 
when ittends tothe edifying and 


gaining of them thatbe weake. In which reſpeQthe 


aith, 7 am made all things to all men, that I might by Ye.1s; 
all meanes ſave ſome, By which ſpeech wearetoun- 
derſtand, that the Apoſtle refleas upon things in 
their owne nature Indifferent, but not upon things 
Dogmaticall; for when the Apoſtle makes ſpeech 
of points of Doctrine, we may ſee heis of another ,,. .. 
minde; 7ho/oever ((aith he)ſball teach otherwiſe, crc, © 
let him be accurſed. Belides, weareto diſtinguiſh be- 
rweene the obſervation of things, and the opinion 
of them : for, concerning the firſt, the Apoſtle was 
contented to give way to the weake Iewesand Gen- 
tiles,to win them tothe Goſpell; wherfore he ſaith, 
1 ace all things for the Goſpel ſake.” For alkhoughthe 1.Cor.g.23; - 
Ceremonies were to end in the death and reſur- PE 
rection of Chriſt, as-then breathing outtheir lateſt (£729. 
breath, yet the Apoſtles wovld-not preſently pro- 
les; - 


"Y 
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I% degrees)bury them, 
but would Ty aces we Hrape. 
d it fore 
yet ſo, as they di ofant to entertaine the Goſpell, 
he Apoſtles ake and ign . ; butnot 
ere wy for the We ; dle of infancie; 
olga which was yerbut in the crac s if they were ne- 
—— * with any opinion of neceſsity » © tothe ſtubborne, 
indulged bot cellaryt0 lalvation,or togive rerat , but yet 
Jew end Gen- ro whom the truth was cleer y heunh Bo ivay- 
tile for c : i|fullv refuſe it : tora g hee 
nich an opini} Would Wi : id circumciſe Timothy, yet 
onorneexti- ding of offence hee did in tus, when it was ur- 
_ r war utterly refuſcd to circumciſe Hen it was, that wri- 
ti ind gedasamatter ig meme norman free liberty cans 
gence they | ting tothe Romanes, he perm of daies, as things 
tepwinchem ccrning meats, and obſervations Frans vr, 0)-b 
Eh he WE c,ec 
eocherrrſ. of OO n their owne nature, f their 
ifrerent 1 tho 
es 9 RR bee uſed, according as the ſtreng ſerving of - 
leſt contrary to , ro ns fade them,for the con . . 
our Syaviours conſcience did Pel WA f another. Bur 1n his 
example they he cdifying one 0 es 
ld have peace, and the ans, hee vchemently reprove 
— Epiſtle tothe Galarhions, = ſervedir withanopi- 
(mgking fx this libertic, becauſe they neceſlary to iuftificati- 
benifed reed nian of peceſitic, as being: Hencc it wasthat the 
Fr on, and tPALENC yr oper* he abſtinence from 
b %> . 
wes 9 Apoltle to Timothy "= Divells thatis, being com- 
Gal.4 10,31- meates, the doctrine 0 nnceliiela part of Gods 
"14> manded.and inioyned as no ſee it cleer, that the 
rſhip. From whence we cerningthings 
yo. imſclfealleo all, concerning thir 
Apoſtle made himſc diene for edibcation 
in their owne __ _ frac faraciincencly 
lake, to gaine the weake, leerly knowne unto 
x 11 were more cleerly 
unygll the Golpc ve f doctrine, or with any 
hem; but not in points 0 any part of 
Wes (itie, as if they were ich 
inion of necelsitic, as i lalvation. In whic 
, 7 eceſlaric to faly : 
Gods worſhip, or n inſtrution, Thar 
| (tle gives us this generall : 
the Apoltle g 
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weule our Chriſtian libertie nor ſcandalouſly, but 
to the edification of others. And nowthe Apoſtle 
having ſhewed his praftice,he comes to this worthy 
Morall exhortation, Runne ſo, that yee may obtaine : 
as if he ſhould ſay, Striveand contend fo to frame 
all your paſlages ro thegloric of God, and the be- 
nefite of others, that you may at length poſleſle a 
Crowne of immoral! glorie. Thus ( beloved) you 
ſee the-ſcope of the Apoſtle, you ſee his worthy 
exhorration,moſt fitto be recorded in the foule of e- 
very Chriſtian, Run ſe, that ye may obtaine, In which 
I might conſider the atien, and the' limitation 
rhercof : the action inthe word Rare, the limita- 
tion in theſe wordes, ſothat yee may obtaine: or we 
may conſider in them, the materiall, the formall, 
and the finall : the materiall in the word &arve, 
the formall, &»wxne ſo, the finall, that yee may obtain; 
or if this bc too prolixe, we may by aZvra«p), bury 
the finall in the formall, and'fo preſentunto you 
ovely matter and forme; the matter 'in the word 
Kunne, the forme, ſo that yee may obtaine, And firſt 
forthe matter, Kunze, Which I may conſider, firſt 
in the abſtract, as ir implies a Race : ſecondly, in 


the concrete, with the coherence of the Text, as it 


unplics a cercaine ſpeciall kinde of Race : and firſt 
for it in the abſtraR. The ſtate of man in this world, 
may fitly bee compared toa Race, whether weere- 
ſpeR quantitie or qualitic, the naturall life of man, 
or his corrupted nature. Firſt, the naturall life of 


certaine courſe untodeath 2 Every ſtep wee tread, 


foxe 


«x . Ang. Quid eſt 
man, whatis it, buta ſpeedy Race thatisſoone run * 15h 
Oh, faich Auguſtine, what is this preſent life, but a aifi quidam | 

curſus ad mory 
tem ? 


laithChry/o/orme, doth me unto a privation ; ther-cbry/of.2/, 


lob 7.l. 
lob 14.2- 


Plal go.5.9- 


Eſay 40.6. 


3-S2m.25.11, 
38 


Pſal.73-19- 


Luke 12.19, 
29. 
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fore ob concludes, My dies (ſaith he) are more ſwift 


. than a Kunner, they have fled away and ſeepens 700d 


thing, they are paſſed as the moſt ſwift ſbips, and as the 
Eagle that flieth tothe prey, 

Hence it is, that in the ſeventh of his Hiſtoric he 
compares the life of man to a hireling : andin the 


- fouretecnth, unto a flower and a ſhadow, which 


doe ſoone paſle away, and is of no continuance, 
And Moſes compares it toa dreame, that is ſoone 
had and ſoone forgotten, and to a word, that 
doth fade and vaniſhaway in the very ſound therof: 
yea, God himſelfe bids the Prophet Efay proclaime 
tothe world, that this vitall power it is butas graſſe 
that doth ſoone wither way; Cry, &c. that all fleſb 
is graſſe, andall the glorie thereof, as the flower of the 
feld. Sothat we ſee itcleer, that the ſtate of man in 
reſpec of his naturalllife, may well bee ſaid to bee 
as a ſwift Race, that ſoone ſpeedes unto anend. 
Which might wcll ſerve as a caution to the ſecure 
Nabals of theſe times, to whom it is common with 
= purſuit to proſecute the world, to bartheir 

carts againſt all remorſefull charitic,and ro involve 


- themſelves in dcepeimpietic, without any ſenſe or 


feeling of the fickleneſle of their eſtates, which are 
ſubicCt ſuddenly to periſh, & cometoa fearfull end. 
Againe, this might well bee a remembrance tothe 
pampered Libertines of theſe times, with whom it 
is familiar to cheere their ſoules in luxurie, never 
conlidering the voyce of Gods ſpiritto the Epicure, 
Thou faole, this night ſhall thy ſoule be taken from thee. 

Againe, if we conſider the ſtate of man,zs for his 
naturall life, ſo alſo for his corrupted nature, it may 
fly be compared unto a Race; for, how prone are 
men 
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10 200d 
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men, cloathed with the cloudes of vicious nature, to 
proſecute ſinne £ oh,how ſwift are the nngodly un- 
toevills how ſpeedy are they inthis Race * when 
any arcabout any thing thatis good, oh, how long 
are they .in determination ? how {lowly doet 
briog it into action?We ſcein divers itis long before 
they haye ſo muchas adetermination roleav*®fin, 
but when doe they proceed topraRtiſe ? oh, how 
{low are they: in this kinde * Wee may often heare 
the ungodly ſay, when God doth execute ſome 
ſroke of iuſtice uponthem, Oh, if we bedelivered 
from this deftrefſe, wee will never doeas we have 
done: | but wee have feene it fare with divers of 
theſe, even as it did with obdurate Pharaoh, who 
when the hand of God was upon him, then he'ſeads 
for Moſes and Aaron to pray for him, then hee cries 
out, acknowledging his wickednefle, 1have ſinned, 
the Lord is righteous, but I and my people arewithed : 
then hee conclades, hee will bee obedient to Gods yer ,,, 
voyce, hee will letthe people goe; but lerthe Lord 
withdraw. his hand of iuſtice. but a while, and hee 
will harden his heartagaine, and become more re- 
bellious than ever he was beforc. Such ſteps may we 
ſometime behold in ungodly perſons, ſomederer- 
mination to leave finne, but how intolerdbly (low- 
ly doe they bring forth the praQiiſe thereof? So that 
we may ſec it cleer, it is a long time in divers before 
they determine any thing that is good, bnt to pro- 
ceed from determination to practice, ol, how rare 
are they in this kinde ? 
But in the caſe of finne and wickedneſle, we may 
ſceir farre otherwiſe. Cain was ſpeedy todetermine gen.4.s. 
his Brothers death, and hee was ſpecdy topurit in 
Q 2 practice. 


Exod:9.17,28, 
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practice. Herodias was : ſpeedy to determine her 


Marke 6-19-24 cruel GYW.4 againſt Job» Baptiſt, and ſhe was ſwift 


to put it in ation, preferring her determined re« 
venge, before the halfe of a Kingdome. Yea the 
blefled Evangeliſt doth witneſſeunto us, that when 


toh. 19:23, 24. the wicked and oP lewes had got the Coate of 


Prov.1-16. 


Mich, 2.1- 


Efay 5-18- 
Tob 15-16. , 


Chriſt into their they ſpeedily derermined 

what they would doe wirh it, 2nd preſently they 

put it in practice, they caſt lots for it : but oh that 

the. Coate of the righteous ſhould ever come into 

the hands of the wicked ! _ But here. wee inay ſee it 

cleere, that the ungodly are fpeedy .in thecourſe of 
miſchiefe. This S«/omon doth plaincly confirme: 
Their feet (faith he) doth runne to evill: Yea(ſaies the 

Prophet Michah) they imagine iniquitie upon their 
beds, and aſſpone as the morning yeelds light, they pra- 
aiſeit, ſpecdy in the determination, ſpeedy in the 
cxccutionof evill, Oh, how greatexperience have 
we hereof intheſc our corruptedtimes 2 wherin we 
may behold:many not onely, as the.Prophet E/ay 
ſpeakes , to draw- iniquitic with cords of vanitie, 
and (in as it were with cart ropes, .Or, as /ob ſpeakes, 
todrinke it in like water z but to runne the Race of 
ſinge like. ſpeedy feered Nimphi's, caſting away all 
fearc of God, all regard of his worſhip, all reſpeR 
of his ſacred word, never fixing ancye upon it, but 
when they make it a cloke for their baſe deſigne- 
ments. But let theſe know that are ſo ſwift in the 
courſe of evill, that.that ſhall bee true of them for 
cver, that the holy Ghoſt ſets downe of them by 


lob 20,13, &c, Zophar in obs Hiſtorie, When wickedneſle is ſweet 


inthe mouth of the wicked, when(they)hide itun- 
dex their tongues, when (they) favour it, and will 
| not 


e her 
; {wift 
ed re» 
a the 
when 
ate of 
nined 

' they 
1 that 
einto 

r ſec it 
irſe of 
firme; 
ies the 
s their 
ey pra- 
1n the 
e have 
rin we 
ct E/ay 
anitic, 
xeakes, 
Lace of 
vay all 
reſpeR 
it, but 
eſigne- 
1n the 
em for 
em by 
$s ſweet 


le itun- 
nd will 


not 


ARace to Heaven. 117 


not forſake ir, but keepe it cloſe in (their) mouthes, 
then ſhall the mcate in their bowells bcc turned, and 
the gall of Aſpes ſhall be in the midſt of them, and 
the ſubſtance they have devourcd, they ſhall vomir 
it, God ſhall draw it out of their bellies. Thus wee 
ſee it cleere, that the ſtate of man may well bedeci- 

phered by a Race, whether wee reſpec quantitie or 

qualitie, his naturall life or his corrupted nature. 

And thus much for the word &wnne,inthe Abſtract, 
asit ſimply impicsa Race. 

Come we now to conſiderit in the Contret, with 
the coherence of the Text, as it implies a cerraine 
ſpeciall kinde of Race. And becauſe in every Race 
two things are ſpccially remarkable, the rerminw a + 
guo, and the terminus 44 quem, the place from - 
"which, and the placeto which wee bend our paſ- 
ſage : conſider wee therefore, here inthis ſpirituall 
Race, the thing from which wee are to runne; and' 
the thing to which we arc to ſpeed our courſe, And' 
obſerve we, That that from which weeare to bend: 
our paſſage, is the loathſome fink of fin, our heape 
of foule corruptions. And this forſpeciallreaſon : - 


for, as the Prophet E/ay ſpcakes, ſinne makes a di- gry 5g.z. 


vorſe between God and us, Tour iniquities (ſaith he) 
have ſporanes betweene you and yoar God, and have. 
cauſed him tohide his face from you; Sinne, oh tis 0- 


dious in Gods fight, for, asthe Pſalmiſt ſpeakes, Plalrr.s. - 


his ſoule abhors all them that love iniquitie: yea, 


faith the Prophet Habaench, his eyes are pure eyes, and Hab-1,13, * 

£48 behold no wickedneſſe, thatis,to favourit, orap- mal 

prove it whereſoever. And no marvell; for ſinne rein it yeth, is £ 
awd _—_ — 

as much as in it lies, 1s diftruRtive of the very na- Para 

turcand cſlgnce of God, that is, thoughnot really, of God.- | 


Q,3 yet -+ 
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yet intentatively, alchough nor in reſpeR of the 
—_—_—_ reall inferring of anevili (tor nothing can be oppo- 
wedixcinſe. 1cd to God immediately in himſelte, cichercontra- 
ipſo oppona- rily or privatively) yer by attempring it, andthere- 
oy Sagas forcin regard of willand affection : for,as Bernard 
(Impius) om- ſpeakes, a wicked man would by all meanes, that 
— cither God could not revenge his {innes, or that hee 
(122 indi. - WOUld not, or thathee did not know them, to be re- 
care non polle, venged of them ; therefore great reaſon all ſinne 
auenoltcant ſhould bee odious in Gods fight, as endeavouring 
Serm. 2.dere- AS MuCh as init lieth to deſtroy the very nature of 
ſurreit.Dom. God : for if that could befall God, which a wicked 

man deſires, he could not be God, it would deſtroy 
Rom.6.2zz. his Deity. Hence therefore it is, that the Apoſtle 

worthily concludes, that the wazes of ſinne is death, 

and that nor onely temporall and corporcall, but e- 


cernall, of ſfoule and body for ever. And this alſo 


moſt iuſtly : for, what can be more equall, thanthar 
there ſhould bee an eternall and an infinite puniſh- 
ment impoſed upon that which carries with ir acer- 
tainc kinde of infiaitic £ But ſinne doth carry with 
* Non ſccun- It a kinde of infinitic, though not * phyſically or 
dum Phyfcan jntrinfically, yetmorally and extrinfically, oraver- 


enticatem, —_ . SY . 
tively and obiedively : avertively, as it is an cvill 


Peccatum non turning man from an1nfiniregood : obicctively, in 
eſt isfinitum in regard of the perſon againſt whom it is commirred ; 
genere morali, for,as Aquinas ſpeakes, the offence is ſo much the 


ne eſt malum 


homunis, ted ut FIeater, by how muchthe perſon is greater againſt 
eſt maluma- whom itis committed : as therefore God is the ob- 


FCertens ab ute + O R , 
fnito bono, IcRagainſt whom ſinne is committed, ſo ſinne car- 


Peccatum con- ries With it a certaine kinde. of infiniteneſſe. Ina 
tra Deum 

commaſſum quandam haber infinitatem ex infinitate divinz Majeſtatis ; tanto enim 
O/fenia eſt gravior,quanto major cft ijle inquem delinquitur, Agumas: 


word 
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word, many are the inſtances of Gods loathingand 
_—_ ſinne and wickednefle, We neede never 
ſpeake of the old worlds many finnes, for which 
ſhe was ablorpt & ſwallowed up with a general! de- 
luge : wee needenever ſpeake of Sodomes heape Gen; 
of crying ſinnes, for which ſhe was deſtroyed with 
fire from Heaven, for, as the Prophet E/ay ſpeakes, 
wickedneſle burnes like fire, all wickednefle what- 
ſoever. Alas, for one {inne Adam was throwne out Gen19.24. 
of Paradiſc, and became a prey to Satan, a terrour 
tro himſelf, a ſcourge to his poſteritie,obnoxious un- ©®319-23- 
ro death, even athreefold death, corporeall, ſpiri- 
tuall, and eternall : nay looke we upon the ſecond 
Adam Chriſt himſelf, that immaculate lambe,which 
bad no inherent ſpot of ſinne, no finne of hisowne, Efay 5 3-5: 
ſinnc onely impurative and no more : for hee was 
wounded for our tranſgrefsions, and was broken for 
our iniquizies, the chaſtiſement of our peace was 
upon him, yet when this bleſled Saviour beheld the war.:6.39. 
wrath of God againſt this finne, ir made him gro- 
vell upon theeafth, it made himdiſtill downe ſwear Luke 22.44 
like drops of bloud, ir made him mournfully com- 
plaine, My ſoule is heavy round. about unto the 
death, it made himearneſtly intreat, Father, if it be Mar.26,z 3: 
poſsible les this cup paſſe from me. 
From all which irs cleere, that finne is loathſome 
in Gods ſight, all finne whatſoever; what then can 
be more fit for us than to runne from the ſinke of 
foulecorruptions, daily mortifying them , andas The rewinue 
i were leaving them behinde us, continually more *79m07k 
and more bending our whole courſe untothe bleſ- Sick we are 
ſed ſtate of glory ? ( This is the ſecond branch , the ſpecially ro 
terminus ad quem , or place unto which wee are to 
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ſpeedour paſſage.) Oh this is a bleſſed Nate indeed, 
uch as the eye hath not ſeene, ſuch as the care hath 
not heard, nor can come into the heart of man to 
conceive , where ( as /ohn ſpeakes )all teares ſhall be 
wiped from their eyes, where neyther death,nor ſor- 
row,nor paine ſhall ever have anic entrance, but 
God ſhall be all inall,and they ſhall behold the face 
of God,before whoſe face (ſaith the Plalmiſt) there 
is the fulneſſe of joyes,ar whoſe right hand there are 
pleaſures for evermore : pleaſures ſo abſolute and 
full of deleation , that when Peter had but ſome 
limmering traſt hereof in the transfiguration of our 
bleſſed Saviourupon mount Tabor,it ſoraviſhed his 
affections, that forgerfull of his owne redemption, 
and of the redemprion of all the ele&, he brake our, 
Maſter,it is good being here , let ws build three Taber- 
nacles,one for thee,one for Moſes,and one for Elias, but 
wiſt not what hee ſpake. When worthy David had 
but ſome ſecret taſte of rhis incomparable bliſſe by 
the intimation of Gods Spirit, hce concluded that 
one day inthe Courts (of God) were berrer thana 
thouſand elſewhere:: yea he did long afterit ; Like- 
(ſaith he) «s the chaſed Hart doth bray after the water 
brookes fo doth my ſoule cry unto God: my ſouleis a thirſt 
for God,even for the living God , when ſhall I come and 
appeare before the face of God? Oh how fit therefore 
that we ſhould Run. from the loathſome heape of 
our corruptions, and bend our Race wholly unto c- 
tcrnall glorie ? for corruption cannot inherite incor- 
ruption. No uncleane thing ſhall enter into the new 
Ieruſalem, nor any thing that worketh abominati- 
on : for,as the holy Ghoſt ſpeakes, our God ts n9t 4 
Goa that loveth wickedneſſe, nor ſhall evill dwell with 


him. 
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him. Oh,faiththe Apoſtle, know ye not that the an- 
righteous ſball not inherit the King dome of God ? be not 
deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor adul- 
terers, nor wantons, nor buggerers, nor theeves, nor 
covetous, nor arunkaerds nor railers,nor extortioners, 
ſhall inherit the Kingdome of God : yea, faith Saint Rev, 1.8. 
lohn, the fearfull and the unbeleeving, the aborninable 
and murtherets, and adulterers, and /arcerers, and 
idulaters, and all lyars, ſhall have their part inthe 
lake which burneth with fire aud brimflone, which is 
the fecond death, without, faichthe ſame Apoſtlc Rev.a2.1s.' | 
(as excluded from Gods Kingdome) bel bee doggs, 
and inchanters, and adulterers, and murtherers, and 
idolaters, and whoſoever loveth or maketh lies, even 
all thetroupe of uohallowed creatures, who (asthe 393 63 
Prophet ſpeakes) doe caſt farre from themthoevill 
day, living wickedly, and dying impenitently. Oh, 
how fit is it therefore,that we ſhould run fromthe 0- 
dious finck of our fins, whoſe loathſomedteam have 
long preſtthe very Throne. of God for revenge a- 
ainſt ns? & now at leagth,as the Apoſtle ſpeakes,to'c,.,..: 
et our affetions on things which are above, ben- 
ding our whole courſe unto the bleſſed ſtate of Glo- 
rie. Andrthus much forthe Materiall in the word Ru. 
Come I now unto the Formall, expreſt in rheſe 
words, /o that yee may obtaine, Which we may fitly 
conſider, antecedently ., and conſequently, har is, 
in reſpeR of the primitive, and ſub{cquent things, As the primi. 
neceſlary for the expreſsing of the forme” of this *\v< andprin- 
Race. Firſt primitively therefore as the chicfeand nicefſary , 
principall in this Race, wee are to bee cautious that the ſorme of 
we runne opportune, in due ſeaſon, whilſt grace is gt+ pity rut ye 
tered, before-our hearts grow hardned, and even ,,n;, ig dies ”: 
R incurablgicaſon, * 


#22 A Race to Heaven. 


incurable through the cuſtome of finne. For know 

| we, if {inne beentertained but a while, it will bring 
H—_ a grievous obduracie : for, how ſoone' doth finne 
offinne. by certaine'ſteps and degrees cometo an incurable 
3. 6r4ve - beight * Sinne atthe firſt entrance is grave, heavie, 
*» incrill,as troubleſome and burdenſome tothe conſcience, e- 
Aquina ſpeaks ſpecially\where there hath beene any pgoodeducari- 
$ieidjeier ON: bur ſtay ir bura white, "and ir willgrow leve, 
flum- light, a matter of ſmall weight, little or nothing 
z-5tep..., roubleſomearall; bur lodge it yer alittle longer, 
Ne and it-willgrow deledzbite, thou wiltdelightin it, 
p-le«bile, de- jt will bee ajoy and apleaſure to thy affe&tons , as 
ne Salomon ſpeakes of ſome wicked ones, that having 
ſome ſpace of time continucd in their impieties, he 

tells us, they did rejoycein it, 'and delight intheir 

baſe ungodly courſes: but lodgeiryeta'while lon- 

a.Leep, er upon thy ſoule, and it will become i»ſenſibile, 
I»ſen(bilejin= finne will ſeeme to thee nofinne at all, as Sa/omon 
ſenlible, | ſpeakesof the adulterous woman, who(ſaith hee) 
3 © wipthermouth, and ſaid, ſhee 'had-not commirred' 
Epheſ.4.19. Iiniquitie. Such werethe Gentiles ſpoken of by the 
Apoſtle, paſt feeling; given ro worke uncleannefle 

with grecedineſſe; for, conſuitudo peccand;, tollit [en- 

Seo, JE #6cati;the cuſtome of finnetakes away all ſenle 
Mich.z.z. and feeling of finne : burler it yerſtay a while fon- 
Amos 8.4,5. per upon the ſoule, and it will grow deſiderabzle, 
pt +> og thou wilt defireand long to-commit wickednefle, as 
nalits har thoſe pernicious ones i the Prophet Michab, which 
dic longto dig invent miſchiefe upontheir beds, and did pra- 
Moonepaſt,  Qile it as ſoone as the morning was ſight, to ſhew 


andcheSab- their indearmentunto wickedneſle : oras thoſe cru- 
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gopethat they might by a (mall Ephah, and falſe deccirfull weighys, devourr and fwal- 
©; 291 41pake pogie. | M1 
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ell Iewes which did deſire and long to deſtroy the aa., 
Apollle Paw/: or as wicked form ms hid did __ SY 
thirſt to beerevenged of /ohn Baptiſt tor reproving 
her abominableinceſt: bur ſtay it yet a while lon- 
ger upon the ſoule, and it will become defenſibile, he 
thou wilt maintaineand defendthy wickednes. Oh, Efay.s, 20. 
this is4 gromnen eſtate, and even an incurable mile- 
ric, curſed by the holy Ghoſt, Woe tothem that 
ſpeake good of evill, woe tothem that defend ſinne 
andwickedneſſe: oh, faith Origen, percatums parts 
eft mortis, defenſio limen inferni, ſinne { even any 
inne) is the gate of death, burrhe defencegf it, is 
the (very next) ſtep to hell, Such was the condition 
of choſe rebellious Iewecs ſpoken of by the Prophet, 
who being reproved for their Idolatrie, in{olently 
replicd-in the defence of their wickednelſe, Wee 3446-15: 
have followed Trangegods, and wee will follow 
them ſtill. Such were \ , ſpoken of by the Pal- 
miſt, who arragantly inthe defence of theirunhal- 
lowed ſpeeches,proclaimed, With ourtongue wee pgy.1s.4. | 
will prevaile (we will ſpeake fraudulently, tally and 
deceiptfully) our lips are ours (therefore wee. may 
ſpeake what we pleaſe} whois Lord overus who 
ſhall controule us for that-we ſpeake 2 © But fta 
finne a while longer upon the foule,, and it wi 
grow tothe greateſt height, it will become offewti- 7.Step, 
ile, thou wilt not oncly ſpeake in the defence of 9forbic. 
ſinge, but thou wilt boaſt and glory in it, ſeeking (as 
it were) praiſe and commendation for thy wicked- 
neſle, This is a'very dangerous condition, oh, when 
_ HE —_ mn" the holy Ghoſt de» = 
clames againſt ſachi as intolerable pernicious, W 
boaſteſt chou in thy wickednefie'?: Such were th 
R 2 ſpoken 
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ſpoken of by the Propiet Ef«y, who did declare 

their ſinnes as Sodom? they did boaſt in their 

wickedneſle, and glory intheir miſchicfe : therfore 

hee concludes againſt them with a grievous curſe, 

Woe unto their —_ , tor they have rewarded e- 

vill unto themſelves. Such are many ungodly per- 

ſons in theſe our times, they boaſt themſelves in 

their drunkenneſle, and glory in their- adulreries, 

they vaunt intheir impoſtures, fraudes, anddeceits, 

and blefſe themſelves in their baſe impieties;”as if 

finne were a vertue,and wickedneſle deſerved praiſe, 

as if thgre were no God to revenge, nor Hell to tor- 

ment. And thus weeſee, if finne bee but awhile 

lodged upon the ſoule, oh how' it hardens the 

heart? into what a grievous eſtate ic bringsit 2 Oh 

therefore, runne wee in due ſeaſon, whilſt grace. is 

offcred, before our hearts become hardned :-for, as 

the very Heathen man can tell us, hee that hardneth 

6 his heart can never bee cured: Theſethoughts (faith 

217 & Alt wa rom can never bcaltered ; for theſe (asthe A- 

R poltle ſpeakes ) have gotten to themſelves willu 

M3F Cumin, a heart that cannot repent. Therefore 

Ber. [.1,d: con. faith Berward, W hatis a hardned heart? oh, faith he, 

Sde. ad Eug. a hardned heart is that, which is neither cut by com- 

_ punion, nor. ſoftned by-godlineſſe, nor moved 

with prayers, nor yecldeth tothreatning, noris any 

thing holpen, but rather hardned-by chaſtening : 

An hard heart is that which is ungratefull ro Gods 

benefits, diſobedient to his counſells, made cruell 

by his judgements, diſſolute by his alluremetts,un- 

ſhamefaſtrofilthineſle,fearleſle to perills ,uncourte- 

ous in humane affaires, careleſſe in things pertaining 

to God, forgertull of things- paſt , negligent in | 
Tio402 7 


hings 
NG 


eclare 
their 
rfore 
curſe, 


ded e- 


y per- 
VeS In 
eries, 
*celtS, 
asif 
praiſe, 
(0 tOr- 
while 
ns the 
2 Oh 
race.is 
for, as 
rdneth 
$ ({aith 
the A- 
| xetdNas 
Trefore 
ith he, 
y com- 
moved 
fis any 
ening : 
0 Gods 
lecruel] 
ntsS,un- 
court» 


gent in - 


things 


AR ace to Heaven. 123 
things preſent, improvident forthings to'come; oh 
what agrievous eſtate is this ! Therefore the Apo- 
ſtle gives this worthy exhortation, Take heed, ©, eb ans 
left there bee in any of you 4 heart hardned thrdugh the © oP 
decettfulne(ſt 0 fone Sin is like a Cancker, it foone 

creepes and infects the ſoulc, it ſoone drawes upon 
it the habit of euil} : for cuſtome( as Phils ſpeakes) pro. 1336- 


ariſeth from a ſmall beginning, and what then fol- «qz#w a# &- 


lowes, but an incorrigible hardned heart 2 Behold 7 ##&*: . 
we thercfore, how urgently neceſſary it is, that wee 
runne 9pportune, in due ſcaſon, whillt grace is of> 
fered, before our hearts become hardned through 
the continuance in ſinne £ oh remember wee, what 
that brighe ſhining light /-4# Bprift did proclaime, 
Now-( ſaith hee) is the axelaid to the roote of the, . .,. + 
rree; and why may wee not with him conclude, 
that every tree that bringeth not forth good fruir 
ſhall be hewen downe, and caſt into the fire; -Con- 
ſider we' the veyee of the holy'Ghoſt; 'it callsus to 
a preſent converſion, To day if yoa will heare his vote © 9 5-7. 
harden not your hearts; Oh, now is grace offered, - 
now are wee invited unto this holy Rate : if there- 
fore wewill not harderr ourhearrs; andas thePro-+ + 
phet ſpeakes, by wayting upon lying vanities for- Tonah 4.8, + 
ſake ourowne mercies ;*-oh then, let us now,in due- 
ſeaſon, whilſt grace is offercd, ' forſake the ſinke of 
our finnes, atid bend: our courſe-unts thebleſſed' 
ſtate of Glory. For, how know wee whether God' 
will ever extend his-favourable'mercic to us any - 
more, but that rather-for our wilfull and violent 
contempts of his compaſsionate love, he wilt leave / 
ustothe hardneſſe of ourhearrs © Merthinks/ belo- 
vedin Chriſt Ieſus) wee ſhould never forget thatre- ' 
| f P markable -- 
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markable example ſect down by our Saviour in Saint 
Lukes Goſpcll;there wee ſee was but ane invitation, 
which being careleſly refuſed, oh behold the con- 
cluhon, the Maſter of the feaſt doth plainely wit- 
neſle, that none of thoſe ſhall taſt of his ſupper, 
nor favour,: nor metcic ſhould ever bee offered to 
them more. How plainely isthis expreſtuntous in 
Matt.z5.5, thefooliſh Virgins ? they had opportunitie to have 
furniſhed their lamps with oyle, but they (as weare 
rone){lecping in che dreggs of their evill, regard- 
[ed of thcir eſtates, carcleſly and ſecurely paſt ir 
by : but what was the ſcquell « why, the doore of 
mercie was ſhat againſt rhem tor ever; - a definite 
ſentence was pronounced upon them, / know you 
z9t : adolctull voyce,cxcluding all favour and mer: 
cie, including all woc and miſeric. Wee may fur- 
ler.44-12, ther ſee in the prophecic of Jeremy, that when the 
peopk had hardaed rheir hearts, and. contemprtibly 
Ned. che time of Gods mercic and favour, it ſo 
exaſperated him, that hee forbids:the Prophet ſo 
muchas to pray. to doethat people good, and doth 
plainely witneſſe, that by this their pravitie, his 

lave;was ſo withdrawne from them, that tho 
Moſes. and Samuel ſtood before him thoſe two reli- 
gious eryants, deare in his ſight, that had obtained 
catmatters.from him, thoughthef{c ſtood befare 
im; and, ſhould .intreat, for this people) yer his af+ 
fetign.could notberowardthem. ; 2} | 2: 
If welookeimothe prophacy of Zacharse, wee 
may there ſee thatthe Lord offered that people mer- 
cy, he{triouſly exhoxred them to turne. from their 
unhallowed courſes, roexecute judgement, to ſhew 
mercyand compalsion every man to his brother,to 
| oppreſic 
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nt opprefle no more the widow, nor the fatherlefſe, 

0, theſtranger , northe poore ; and let none of you 

N- imagine evillin your; heart. But when they refuſed verris. 
It's to hearken, when they pulled away the ſhonlder,and 

I, ſtopped their eares thar they ſhould not heare,when 

t9 rhey made thcir heartsas an adamant ſtone, leſt they TR 
in ſhould hearerhe Law,'8&c. then came there great vetſrz; 
ve wrath fromthe Lord of hoſts, thett it came topaſſe, | 
re that as he cried, and they would not heare ; ſothey 

d- | cried and he would nor heare, &c. Yea, weeclcerly 

Lit ſce that when Chriſts-mercy to Ieruſalem was retu- 

of ſed, who would have gathered rhem together asthe J2t.23+ 37- 
ite Henne her Chickens , but they would not ; whoſe 51946 
04 ſtubbotn pertinacy, as it drew compaſSionate teares 

er- from his blefled eyes, ſo it provoked- him-ro de- 

Ur- nounce a: finall judgement againſt them , 'Behold, 

he 10u7 habitation (ball be left unto you deſolate. Oh, re- 

ly member we, it is Gods ownevoice, Ay Spirit (ſaith | 
{o he) ſball nat alwayes flrive with man , hee will not'al- Gen. aſk 
{fo wayes' bee offering mercy and favour; burif aman _._..;; 
xh ift not tutne/he will whethis ſword, he will bend pal.,.cs. r5; 
his his bow, 8c. and will prepare for him deadly wea- 


pons. Oh then, thar we would be cautious torunne 
it due feaſon whilſt grace is offered , before” out 


ied hearrs become hardnedin finne, and the gates of 

Ore mercy ſhuragainſt us; rhongh then wee ſhould roare 

af+ like Beares,and mournelike Doves;though then we 

FIT ſhouldcry likethe Pellicay, and'pierce the heavens- 

vec —_— Skreekes-like —_— , yerthere would. 

er- be no favour, no compaſsion : prophane E/asthat : 
cir more regarded a gueſic of porrage Fl a big br, — 
"34 may ſeeke ableſsing withteares and never Ende It. Heb.12, 27- 
ay Ohthereforegas we refpeR out ſalvation, let us riow 

eſle 
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runne this holy Race in duc ſeaſon whilſt mercy is 
offered, whilſt Chriſt doth knockeat the doore of 
our ſoules, before we be ſhut upin the hardneſſe. of 
our hearts. | 

And for this.purpoſe prevent we ſinne inthevery 

— beginning thcreot, Oh (ſayes Hierome ) whileſt the 
irvus eft bo, ENCMiE is ſtall, deſtroy him,” Weeare wontto ſay 
is interfice. _ moves is free, but weare —_ ; for,as Ber« 

- Care, 2474 Worthily ſpeakes , vill thoughts whileſt the 
nm - dally with = = throw us f—_ todeſtrudion : 

cones dum therefore for evillthoughts the Lord cryes out a- 

Ier4.14. gainſtHieruſalem, How /ong ſball thy wicked thoughts 

remaine within thee ? & Salomon tels us, that evill 

Proy.15-26. thoughts they are.an abomination. to the Lord, 

Wiſed-1.3- they ſeparate from his Majeſtie. And no mary<!l; 

Greg Mor.6, for,as Gregory ſpeakes, omni prims in cogitatione are- 

ſcit,everic one growes firſtbarren in his cogitation : 
for lodge an cvill thought awhile,and it begets de- 
light,delight begets conſent, conſent begets ation, 

Ter,t2-23- «Sion begets cuſtome,cuſtome begets hardneſle of 

AQs® 7.51% heart,and hardneſſe of heart. makes us reſiſt the Spi- 
ritof God, andto, paſſe by all mercy and favour; 
what then remaines but that preventing all {lights of 
finneand Sathan , wee runne opportune, in due ſea» 
ſon,whulſt grace is offered , before our hearts be- 
comehardned : And thus, Beloved, we ſeethe ſcope 
of the firſt point, that primitively as the chiefe and 
principall, we be cautionsto runne in duc ſcaſon. 

; Secondly, for the ſubſequent things neceſlary.in 
the forme of this Race, ftoure thingsare ſpecially 
remarkable : Firſt, that wee runne «ardenter, with 
an carneſt and a fervent reale and rcfolution ; not 

 Nowly, notcoldly,norluke-waxmly;theſe God Pan 
Pye 
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ſpue out of his mouth : bur like bleſſed David, who 


Rev.3.16, 


concludes hee will ſpeake of Gods teſtimonies be- Pal. 119.46. 


fore Kings, and will not be aſhamed. -Oh howfer- 
vent was Eliahinthis holy: Race, whenas ro maine- 
taine the glory of God, the honour of his Name, 


and the reverence of his Worſhip , hee flew all the 


Prieſts of Baal, and: was content to become as 2 
baniſhed man in the wildernefſe ! Oh how fervent 
in this courſe was religious Phines:, when as jealous 


1-King. 18.40, 
1.King.tg. 4, 


of the honour of the Lord, and to ſtay his reveng- Num.s;.8. 


ing hand, heflew thoſe idolatrous creatures,Zmre 
and Cezbi, adulterators of the Worſhip of the true 
God! How ſtrongly fervent was godly /o{bue in. 
this 'kinde, when as to maintaine t true Worſhip 


Num.2 g-3.g3 


of 'the Lord, hee burnt. the groves, overthrew the »-King.2 3:4- 


high-places, and ſacrificed the Idoll-Priefts upon 
thealtars : But we ny come to neerer times, Where 
wee may behold the bleſled Apoſtles fo fervent in 
this kinde, that no threates, nor menaces, nor vio- 
lence inflicted, could withdraw them from the pro- 


moting of the Goſpell of Ieſus Chriſt. Andmany 


inſtances might bee _” of farre necrer times, 
whercinthe Saints 0 
in this Race, that no terrour, no death, no not the 


' cruelleſt death could ever remove them from this 


holy Race, Butſtrange arethe times wherein wee 
are fallen, when every little guſt; Guſt, faidT ! alas 
we will cadure no ſtorms;nay,when every ſeeming 
_ , when every ſceming pleaſure, when eve 
rammnfick humour,makes us ſtep afide from this holy 


Racezwhen wee have (0 little zeale of Gods glory, 


that wee can be contentro paſle-by any wicked 
whatſoever ; when for gaine -1 favour wcecanbee 


can: - 


4.17.18, 


God have bcene ſo fervent Ads & Mon. 
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content to intercourſe wirh any , be they never fo 
open Atheiſts, be they neverſo =_ enemies to Pi- 
ety and Religion, But we may cleerly ſce that wor- 
thy Dawid was of another minde ; for hee was able 
co make this Apology for himſelfe to God in the 
mid(t of great diſtreſſe , / have not haunted with 
vaine perſons, nor kept company with the diſſemblers, 
[have hated the aſſembly of the evill, and have not coms- 
paried with the wicked :and in Pſa/.139.he cries our 
Plal.1 29.19. inthe fervent zeale of his afteRion ; Oh that thow 
would/t /lay the wicked, oh God, &c. which ſpeake wic- 
Verl20 kedtyof thee,thy enemies hich have lift up themſelves 
#2 vaine; and to ſhew his ſpeciall fervency, that hee 
did notthis for any private reſpe& of his owne, bur 
for the glory of God, he emphatically proceedes, 
Do? not 1 hate them, oh Lord, that hate thee ? doe not 1 
earneſtly contend with thoſe that riſe up azainſt thee? I 
hate them with an unfained heart as if they were mine 
enemies, Oh holy and religious Prophet; rarely 
imicated inthis ourage. Ina word, {o grievous are 
our times, that we may well ſay with the hol _ 
r.Cor. 15.22; ſtle, Wee have foughc with beaſts at Epheſusafter 
Like Cyclops the maner of men : we have to doe with prophane 
— ones, ſtrangely monſtrous, which live as if there 
«145;ev dx4- Were Ao divine Power, which deride and ſcorne all 
yr, 5:99 Gods judgements, which have no feare of his 
"a7 facred Majeſty, forthe wickedneſfe of the viicked 
man hath ſaid in the midſt-of my heart there is no 
Lucretiu, feare of God before his'eyes , yer theſe ſome Zu- 
Peadguleyacit ererius will commend : for the world doth love his 
Mer, owne. Againe, wee have todoe with SeQaries, 
Deulirex as: Which will either have'a' Religion and a God of 


mr ag v0 mer ownedeviling, or elſe they will have _— 1 


Plal 26.4.5. 
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all. We haveto doe with Neuters, fit for any Reli- 
10n, but truely afteted tono Religion, But what 
ſhould [ ſpeake of thele things? alas, o&/equinm ani- 
£05, veritas odium parit,they ſeeme to be of no ya- 
lue now a daies, that doe plainly and truly confrone 
Sathans kingdome : If they ſcarce touch he diſcaſe 
of ſinne, but do rather guild over impiety, the 
world will proclaimeas it were an Hoſannepreſent- 
ly; bur ler the ungodly bee duely ſcourged fortheir 
prophane abuſe of holy things, they will cry erari- 
fige quickly. We neede nor goe farre for proofe of 
this : ſee wee it not clecre by experience that they 
are but contemptible, that doe content themſelves 
with the ſimple truth, ualefle chey mixeit with ſome 
dramme of Schiſine, or Papiſine, or Parafitiſme, or 
one foule drugge or another, ſeeking rather by po- 
licy to gaine favour, and by new inventions vaine 
lory , than by ſincerity to diſcharge a good con- 
cience ? Oh, ſuch be our dangerous tunes, ſuch itch- 
ing eares, ſuch inconſtant mindes, ſuch vertiginous 
ions ourage affords. But no marvell if theſe 


be nomore fervent in the waics of the Lord : Can ,,,,,.; 


men gthcr grapes of thornes, or figs of thiſtles : 
alas, what ſweetneſſe in Sepulchers * what certain- 
tic in Camelions 2 what confidence in Syrens © But 
letallthoſe (beloved in Chriſt Ieſus) that hope fora 
Crowne of immorrall glory : Oh let theſe runne 
fervenely in this holy Race,as zealous of Godsglo- 
ry,as loving to his Majeſty,as obedient to his truth, 
ſo pure andconſtantin their aftetions, rhat in the 
fervent reſolution of their hearts, they may ſay with 


the bleſſed Apoltle, That neither death, mor life, nor Rom8. 38. 35; 


CLuzells , wor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
2 Pre- 


mw_ ——— 


232 A Race to Heaven. 


preſent., nor things to come, nor heiabt, nor. depth, nor 
any other creature, ſhall be able toſeparate them from 
the love af God which is in Chri#t Ieſus our Lord, And 
thus wee be, Beloved, that as the firſt ſubſequent 
thingneceſlary in the forme of this Race, we muſt 
runnc fervently, with. an carneſt-zealc and -reſolu- 
t10Nn. | 
Secondly,as the ſecond ſubſequent thing nece(- 
ſary in the forme of this Race, we muſt runne feſti- 
nanter, ſpeedily : foras Bernard (peakes, vita brevis, 
via longs: our life is ſhort , but the way is long; 
therforewe muſt uſe a ſpeedy courſe : as David wor- 
Palig.zz thily reſolved, [will runne (ſaith. he) rhe way of thy 
Incerius vacuiy precepts.Now know wee, that forthis,two dy 


Bernard. 


ExcriuseF% arc ſpecially neceſſary : That we become inward 


emptied, andoutwardly disburdned, Firſt inward- 

ly empticd of the heape and burthen of our finnes 

and tranſpreſsions, daily leſſening them more and 

more; for {innc is ſo heaviea weight it arterly over- 
mm throwes this ſpirituall Race. Oh, this made Cain 
deſpaire, and /uaes tolay violenthandsupon him- 
ſelte ; yea ſo heavie a burthen is ſfinne (though the 
worldunderſtandit not) thatit made blefled David 


Paly33-4 - himflfe cry out, Mine iniquities.(laith he) are gone 
over my head, and are 41 grievous burthen made more 
haeavie than 1 can beare: Olvthey greatly hindered 

hace bim in this ſpirituall Race. This was obs cafe, which 


made him cry unto God,, Thou writeſt bitter thinss 
Raw 4:24, 4zainſl me,thoumakſt me topoſſeſſe the iniquities of my 
maze youth : yea, this heavic weight ſo troubled the ble(- 
x of or” emf ſed Apoſtle Paul, that it made him prievouſly com- 
 fioGuar@-PRaInC ; Oh man that I am, wearied with eontinuall 
"7 davery T5 Gobtings,who ſpall deliver mee from the body of = 
EOF A ath f 
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death ? Therefore that wee may runne ſpeedily in 
this holy Race, wee muſt endeavour to; become in- 
wardly emptied, daily lefſcning the heavie: weighe 
and burthen of our finnes, elſe wee ſhall never ſo 
runas to obtaine, 

Secondly, to runnc ſpeedily, wee muſt-betome 
outwardly disburthened, thatis, fromthe carneſt 
proſecution of terrene things; wee cannot ſerve Z*%* 16.13: 
God and Mammon, we cannot proſecute the world Ni {aboriof- 
and runne toobtainca heavenly kingdome : There- »5,quam terre- 
forefaith Gregorie, There is nothing more laborious -— >a 
than to burne with eartbly deſires ; this is the moſt Aug.in Pſal, 
miſerable poverty of all : for fertility and plenty is :**-Quimes, 
a. puniſhment unto theſe, for they are tormented \\4 ho? ect 
with feares, and doc pine away with ſorrow and ferune diviriz, 
anguiſh. Alas,the worldis like to /uds, whom it * <8 cre- 
killes,it cries outagainſt him preſently, This is hee, Aug,in Pcal. 
lay hold on him fill him.with cares and diſtraRti- [37-Avaris ipla 
ons, feares and horrours, let himraſteof hell before —_— 
he cometo hell. .Now-theſe thus affeRed (or rather Aug.inPhal, 
infected) whither tend all their paſſages * what is 29: T\monbus 
theirdaily labour? why to enlarge them{elves toget firiaconta- 
theearth jn poſſeſsion, to maake-theix yongRters gal: beſcune. 
lants of thisage , whom wee 1nay often ſeerocon- — 
ſame prodigally, whatthcir parents did get miſera; ricth alwaies 
bly. But whatadiſtzeſſed condition js thistwhen 3nd: of hall 
will theſe ſo runneas to obtaine,a-Crowne of it his conſcience, - 
mortall glory 2 Alasthis is unpaſsible, untill they 
become disburthened, of theſe terrenc proſecuti- 
ons. Wee may. ſce in Matthewes Goſpell.that thag Marngonnn 
yongue man would faing have followed Chriſt, bue 
the world plucks him utterly away, and makes him. - 
forſake that bleiled Saviour ChriſtTeſus.. . 
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Wee may ſee in the Adts of the Apoſtles, Simes 
agus would faine have beena Religioniſt, burthe 
world {o clogged him, it wholly overthrew him. 
x Tim.4,19. Saint Paw! doth tell us, that Demas began this Race, 

hee gave his name to Chriſt, he was anaſlociate of 
the Apoſtles, hee followed him in his cravells, but 
this inchanting Paramour the world it pulled him 
»Per.z-22. Cleane away, to turne with the dogge tothe vomit, 
and with the ſow ro wallow in the myre. Therfore 
well inight the Apoſtle call this ſnarethe very roote 
of allevill: wellmight Chryſoſtome declame againſt 
x997 9p) it, Oh common plague ! ohdeepe deſtruction of 
44 men! foronceinſnaredinthisevill,they hardly or 
never getour of it to obtaine a heavenly kingdome. 
Oh ! ſo hardly,that our Saviour himſelfe concludes 
Mat.1924 it eaſier for a cable to paſle thorough the eye of a 
needle; which we know can never bee but by great 
untwining. We may ſee that Zac/hems was ſometime 
thus burthened and inſnarcd: but when did hee 
breake out from it ? oh never, untill he came to this 
reſolution, Behold, Lord, the halfe of my goods I 
Ver#. givetorthEpoore; if Ihavetaken from any man by 
falſe accufation, I reſtore him fourefold : Lothen 
Chriſt concludes, This day falvation is comeunto 
this houſe : then he proclaimes himto be the ſonne 
Efay ;.t5. of Abraham. Oh when will our greedy worldlings 
ter 5.25  eakethiscourſe, that live by uſurie, and oppreſsion, - 
Theſezre BY prinding the faces of the poore, by laying ſnares 
hardly remo- and making pits'to catch men ? when will theſe 
—_ = .makereſtitution? nay,when will they be perſwaded 
theſe ſinnes, fomuch as to deſiſt from the Act and violent proſe- 
_ = cution of theſe loathſome ſinncs ? 
ward afeawn But let them. know, and all other dull-hearted + 
Chriſtians 


WD — 


AR, 8. 20. 


1,Tim,6,10, 


Luke 19.7. 


Ver.9.19. 
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Chriſtians, which have bookes in their hands, and gjip.em,ang 
Chriſt in their mauthes, but the world in their therefore are 
hearts, that uoleſſe they runnethis holy Race, dif- {2 romrhe 


integrity of re- 


burthened of cerrene proſecutions, they ſhall never q;uton, 
runne ſo ſpeedily as to obtaine, thatis, a heavenly 
anda glorious Kingdome. Thus we ſce, thatas the 
ſecond ſubſcquent thing neceſſary in this Race wee 
muſt runne feſ{inaxter, ſpeedily, 1nwardly emptied 
of (inne, outwardly disburthened of terrene proſe- 
cutions. 

Thirdly, as the thixd thing neceſſary, we-muſt run 
patienter, patiently, that ſo wee may obraine. Oh 
this, t-muſtbe as ic were the Anchor of a Chriſtian 
ſoule, tomuake it firme and ſtedfaſt againſt the high Gen.23.x0. 
ſwclling waves of this world : it muſt be asa Zecobs 
ſtaffe ro helpe us to paſle the; jorden -of thisearthly- 
manſion ; for many are the-rocks, and roughthe paſ- 
ſages,incident in this way, ſubje rohinder this = 
rituall Race. It was no ſmall obſtacle that £##did Gen 14.12. 
meet withall,; when hee was captivated amongſthe 
heathen,aadall he had was taken from him.Oh how 
rough a way did good E/iah meer withall, when hee 
was fo weariedin the paſlage of thisRace, that hee x-King.rg 4! 
vehcmcnely defiredanend of his daies,-crying our 
unto God, .'Oh tis now enough; oh Lordtake my 
foule, I amino; better than my Fathers. - Ohhow, 
rockie was that paſſage that 79n«h meet withall in _ 
this Race; when he was ſo perplexed that he erneſt- 
ly intrcated the Lord to take his life from him, -con- 
cluding it was better for him to dye thantolive: Oh 
how ſtormy and full of bitterneſſe was that paſlage 
wherein the Prophet Jeremy was ſo wearied, that he 
wasforced into thoſcdcepe imprecations , _ 

© 
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betheday wherein I was borne, curfed betheman 

that:ſhewed my Father, a man childis borne unto 

thee; Oh that my mother had beene my'grave, or 

her wombe a perpetuall conceprion. Oh how great 

a neede was here of patience,as an anchor, to with- 

ſtand the fury of this tempeſt? But moſt remarkable 

is that- worthy cxample of /0b5; Oh how many, 

rockes did he mecte wirhall, fiercely affronting him 

Job 1+ inthis holy Race? all his goods taken'from him, all 

rob 1.5.8.9, iS Children flaine in-a moment, his very wife offen- 

"*  fiveto him; his ſervants rebellious, his vitalland ſpi- 

Iob 1915- rituallpowers diſturbed , his body diſaſtered from 

the crowne of the head unto the ſoale-of the foote, 

and which was moſt grievous, his neighbours con- 

remncd him, and his familiar friends becange dan- 

gerous enemios, toaccuſe/him foran hypocrite, as a 

man rejected of God, tointhrall his ſoule in deepe 

deſpaire : Oh rough and troublous pafſages!ob high 

o - and ſwelling wn ! but / how climbes hee theſe 2 

_- ience, the attending handmaid of a lively 

; uma his ſtay and ſtrong ſupport, which 

madc him thus to conclude amidft his many miſe- 

lab 3.25.8 ries, 1am ſurethat my Redemer liveth, and hee ſhall 

at the laſt riſe up upon the earth although after my skin 

the wormes deſtroy this body, yet 1 ſhall ſee God in my 

fſb, 1 ſhall behold him in me, mine cies fball ſee him, 
and none other, oc. 

Inaword, many are:the rockes, and ſiniſter the 
paſſages, hindering and perplexing the Saints 
of Godin thisholy Race: within them they have 
inborne _— ſtrugling and ſtriving; with- 
-outthem they have Sathan ſup IG world 
Anducing, the ungodly, ſome {cducing, pony 

ing 


Job 9.19. 
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ſing, ſome ſcoffing, and concemning,all- conſpiring 

and combining to overthrow this Chriſtian: Race. 
So'thatpatiencc had need beethe ſoulescontinuall 

atrendantto helpcher in theſe deepe diſtreſles : for 

as the holy Ghoſt ſpeakes, Many are the tribulations p(1.; 4.19, 

of the righteous (but here is the comfort, tofertlc in 

their ſoules the patient induring of them) the Lord | 
will deliver them out of all. Therefore faith rhe ble(- 

ſed Prophet, Waite patiently upon the Lord, and hee Plalz7-6. 

ſhall bring forth thy righteenſneſſe as the light and 

thy juſt dealing as the noone day ;and hee ſpake it by 

good experience : Oh, faith he, 7 waited patiently Palo. [| 
«pon the Lord, and hee inclined unto mee and heard my 

ery ; hearew me forth fromthe pit ef peraition, fron 

the lake of rnine, and. ſet my feet = a rocke, and. or- 

dered my 70ings. Let mee therefore conclude-unto 

you with the worthy Apoſtle, Coſt away (faith hee) . 
every thing that prefſath downe,, and the fiane that Ott 
hangeth ſo faft on (and) let ns ruune with patience.the 


ler irbe our direRion, that ſo in the lateſt peri 
this Race, we may beable (in the aſfurance of Gods - | 
love, and comfortable teſtimony. of our h- | 
ing /happineſſe) ro'commend our foules into the 


ever : And thus wee ſee (Beloved) thatasthethird 
fabſequenr thing neceſlaryin-this Race , wee muſt - 
run patiently,thatſowe may obcaine. - - * | | 
Laſtly, as the laſt thing neceſſary no = | 
ſhing 8&:accompliſhing this Race,we ran perie- || 
veringly ; for,as Hieromdſytakes;, Not to begin, but yieroa. Non | 
to:periedt a thing, is rruely'ivertybus; "Therefore inci _— > | 
though-many bee the =_ of ——_ + "Pg 
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Race, yet-the Saints of God will perſevere, they 

|  will,as David ſpeakes,flourith like the Palme tree; 
rm (10. preſſures ſhall corally ſuppreſſechem) but they 
dug Palms, & Will growas the * Cedarin Lebanon (thatis,ſtrong- 
eanſurgit in 41: 1 y and perſeveringly)they will bring forth fruitin 
2-omegic & theirage : for, they are planted inthe houſe of the 
premitar, bee T.ard, &c, and will goe from (trength ro ſtrength, 
mageelr ene. ntill they ſeethe God of gods inSion.Let there- 


ty + tore 1/macl (coffe and contemne never ſo much, 
gain (al) Jack will pun in pictyand godlineſſe, let pro- 
ris mages phane Aicho/ diſdaineat bleſled David, yet hee will 
hie, dance beforethe Arke of the Lord,to ſhew,his hu- 


= moretis mility,fervency,and alacrity in the ſervice of his 


the more ro God: Nay, let wicked czabel threaten godly Eli- 
yeeldirdorh ,þ and binde ir witha deep imprecation, The gods 
denic, . s 

* The fairhfull doe ſo ro mee, and moreallo, if I make notthy life 
are compared ]jke One of theirs by to-morrow this time; yethe wil 
rothe Ceavre perſevere in hisholineſle, and will ſtill be jealous of 


validiousindu- the honour and glory of the Lord. Letcruell Nebs- 


ring nature .chad-ye2,247 Prepare an Qven made ſeyen times ho- 
wr ter than ordinary cuſtome , to conſume Shadyach, 
toroceenneſſe,, Afeſhagh,and Abeanegs, yetthey will never be with- 
orro ve #IIE drawne, but will ſtill perſiſt in theerue worſhip of 
' Plindib.1z. "God. Briefly, let the world and allthe baites ther- 
Plal.9z.1:. of compaſleabourtthe true ſervants of God, yet it 
ay io. cannevertorally remove them from the love and 
+.$1.6.16.:2/Qbedience of the ercrnall God; for they will ſtill 
 Kin.19-t-14+ ſay with holyDevi4, The Lord is our portion; hee 
Plal.15,.6. -Will maintaine our lot, ourlines are fallen unto us in 
| a plcalant place, wee havea goodly heritage. This is 

the wiledome.of the\Saintsaf God, ingraven.upon 

their ſfaulesby the Spirir of God ;; by which-they 

-hold faſt unto their God i for they know, that = 
wW 
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which endureto the end, my onely ſhall be ſaved; ,,,.-,.. 
they onely runne ſo as to obtaine, that is, an eter- i.Gor.ge24. 
nall weight of > which heavenly wiſdome, #C57.4-17: 
that wee may run ſo perſeveringly as to obtaine that 
glorious reſt, the eternall Father be pleaſed plenti- 
fully to afford unto us, for the precious merits of hs 
deare Sonne Chriſt Ieſaxs : To which Father and 
Sonne, with their moſt holy Spirit , three perſons 
and one God, be all praiſe, power, and glory, 
ofall creatures in heaven & in carth, 
from this time forth for 
evermore. 


doſed 7% 215 


